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The Studio Building is a two-story commercial block, built in 1878 and located 
in an area of small businesses near the State Capitol complex. The building 
is 80' deep along 6th Street, and 87' across the front (Grand Ave.). This 
elevation is divided into two distinct sctions, 6 and 7 bays respectively. 
The ground floor has plate-glass windows with large transom lights above, and 
is separated from the second story by a wide metal cornice. Second-floor 
windows are 1/1 sash, with flat arches, above which may be seen the remnants 
of once ornate sandstone hoods. These hoods were cut off flush with the wall 
when the building was faced with concrete in 1922. Crowning the whole is a 
wide mddillion cornice with triglyphs on the frieze. The cornice ;is metal 
across the front,* corbelled brick on the east side. Second floor wall and 
corner pilasters are brick on the east side, alternating brick and sandstone 
on the front elevation. There are 12 brick chimneys (four in use) along east 
and west roof edges and down the center of the flat roof.

Exterior alterations: In 1922, the second floor was faced with cement, scored to 
resemble stone, with a concomitant loss of the window hoods. At this time, it 
is believed that transom windows were installed in the front of the western portion 
of the building, to match those already in use. In 1976, the present owner began 
restoration, first removing the cement facing (to reveal brick heavily gouged and 
cut to better hold the cement), then repointing and partially sealing the brick. 
Window detail will also be restored.

The principal interior feature is the nearly 800 feet of balcony, found on both 
floors. Particularly interesting are the second floor balconies, which have 
rounded ends. Walls are plaster, covered with drywall with battens; floors and 
ceilings are wood. The ground floor is divided into three long rooms, the 
westernmost 46' across, the others about 20 ! wide. The second floor contains 
four rooms, each about "20' wide.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Studio Builiding; is an attractive example of late 19th-century commercial 
architecture, retaining a gqod deal of its original character although until 
recently ill-used. The broad cornices are intact, as are the ground floor 
storefronts, and the curved balconies of the interior are a most unusual 
feature. Commercial blocks of this age are increasingly rare in Des Moines, 
particularly in the east side business district, due to a continuing preference 
for new construction among developers and local entrepreneurs. As a result, 
the efforts of the present owner to restore and rehabilitate the building have 
drawn a fair amount of local attention, and may serve as an example to be 
followed by others in the city.

The Studio Building was built in 1878 for George R. Baker, and has housed 
a variety of commercial enterprises during its history. Until about 1895, 
grocers and druggists were prominent tenants. Subsequently, the building 
contained a series of undertaker's parlors and furniture stores. Presently, 
advertising, woodworking, weaving, and photographic firms are located in 
the Studio Building.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
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t. Name of Property
historic name Baker-DeVotie-Hollingsworth Block [New name and boundary increase]

other names/site number Studio Block [previous name]

2. Location
street & number

city or town

516-526 East Grand Avenue f N/A1 not for publication

Des Moines f N/A] vicinity

state Iowa code IA county Polk code 153 zip code 50309

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this [x] nomination [_] 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[x] meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
LJ nationally [_] statewide [x] locally. ([_] see continuation sheet for additional comments).

Signature of certifying official/Title '
SWTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_J meets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria. (LJ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby/ertify that the property is:

[^J entered in the National Register. 
LJ See continuation sheet. 
LJ determined eligible for the

National Register. 
LJ See continuation sheet. 
LJ determined not eligible for the

National Register. 
LJ removed from the National

Register. 
LJ other, (explain:)
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