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historic D u d l e y S t a t i o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

and or common Dudley S t a t i o n 

2. Location - -.ir\.. n-

street & number Washington, Warren, and Dudley Streets N/A not for publication 

. Boston (Roxbury) 
city, town i^lZ^vicinity of 

Massachusetts 025 'J- Suffolk . ^ 025 
state code county 

'J- Suffolk 
code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

X district public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private f unoccupied ^ commercial park 
structure ^ both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N/Ain process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial X transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Multiple, see continuation sheets 

street & number 

city, town ^ l A . vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S u f f o l k County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e 
Commonwealth o f Massachuset ts^ '^s this property been determined eligible? - x - V g s — no 

(Dud ley T e r m i n a l o n l y ) 

date 1984 See District Data Sheet for 
Forms included. federal state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion , 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t 

city, town Bos ton state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



7. Descript ion Dudley Station Historic District. Boston (Rnxhiirv^ Mace 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site ' 

—X- good ruins altered moved date 
X- '3''' unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Dudley Station National Register Historic District is located in the 
northernmost portion of the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston. Dudley Square was 
an important colonial-period way station and market center on Washington 
Street, the principal overland route linking Boston's Shawmut Peninsula with 
the New England mainland. Immediately to the west of the district is John 
Eliot Square, site of Roxbury's f i rst meetinghouse, 1632 (NR District, 1974), 
and beyond the Square l ies Roxbury Highlands (DOE, 1977), the area now 
characterized by a range of 19th century suburban architectural styles and 
hallmarked by the Roxbury High Fort Standpipe, an ornamental waterpipe sited 
on the Revolutionary-period fort (NR, 1973). To the south is the neighborhood 
civic center, a complex of concrete structures created by the 1960s urban 
renewal program. To the east is a brick, mid 20th century public housing 
project. Adjacent to the district 's northwest boundary is the Eliot Burying 
Ground (NR, 1974), which is excluded from the nominated district because i t 
represents an earlier chapter in Roxbury's history. 

Roughly Y-shaped, the Dudley Station Historic District contains 40 structures 
and 44 parcels that face on Washington, Warren, and Dudley Streets. Visually 
i t is set apart from its surroundings by its elevated transportation 
components (the MBTA Orange Line ) and architecturally heterogeneous 
commercial buildings. The district 's jagged boundary lines exclude most 
vacant lots and noncontributing buildings, which are defined as truncated 
single-story structures or later 20th century storefronts. Due to the street 
pattern, ten such noncontributing structures are included within the boundary; 
of these, five are considered recent intrusions, and five others are 
extensively altered. In addition, four parcels are vacant. As a dense • 
commercial and transportation center, the district displays a decidedly urban 
character with its predominant masonry commercial structures lining the curved 
streets without setbacks or other landscaping elements. 

Architecturally represented within the Dudley Station District are a range of 
later 19th century styles in their commercial versions; these include 
Italianate, Second Empire, High Victorian Gothic, Queen Anne, Second 
Renaissance Revival, Neo-Georgian, and a late example of the Boston Granite 
style. Scale ranges from one to eight stories, with the predominant height at 
four or five stories. Materials are largely masonry and vary among red and 
yellow brick, marble ashlar, granite, limestone, and, to a lesser degree, 
wood. Design quality is exceptionally high, with examples of major late 19th 
and early 20th century Boston architectural firms. Particularly noteworthy 
are the high-quality copper architectural elements, iron and steel engineering 
features, and complex pedestrian and vehicular circulation system of the 
Dudley Station complex (DOE, 1977). In general, the buildings of the district 
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are underut i l ized and have suffered cer ta in inappropriate renovations, 
especial ly at the ground f l o o r . They appear in good s t ructura l cond i t ion . 
Cast-iron s tore f ronts , well-carved stone embellishments, and galvanized-iron 
cornices are s t i l l in tac t throughout the d i s t r i c t . ^ 

The fo l lowing descriptions of key and representative bui ld ings are discussed 
in chronol ogical order. 

Sargent-Prince Block, 37-51 Roxbury Street (1868, MHC #2, photo #6). 

At the northeast corner of Roxbury Street and Shawmut Avenue i s 37-51 Roxbury 
Street , the Sargent-Prince Block. This ca. 1868 Ital ianate/Mansard red brick 
commercial/residential block may represent a design of N. J . Bradlee. Three 
stor ies in height, plus a slate-covered mansard-roof l e v e l , the bu i ld ing is 
rectangular in plan, with two-story rear wings. I t s d i s t i n c t i v e curved wall 
addresses the Roxbury Shawmut corner. V is ib le beneath modern s tore f ront 
treatments are hammered granite p iers . The upper f loo rs are characterized by 
twelve, two-story recessed and arched brickwork bays carry ing double-hung, 2/2 
wood sash and decorative brownstone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . I t s cornice i s 
enlivened with a sawtooth tab le . 

Hotel Dartmouth, 51-61 Warren Street (1871, MHC #3, photo #7) . 

Between Warren Street and the eastern bus ramp is the former Hotel Dartmouth, 
51-61 Warren Street , designed by John R. Hall in 1871 in the Second Empire 
s t y l e . The la rge, three-story bu i l d i ng , L-shaped in p lan, reta ins cast - i ron 
storefronts wi th marble ashlar f in ishes above. Upper f loors exh ib i t surface 
p l a s t i c i t y , with angled o r ie l windows appearing at the ends and centers of the 
Dudley and Warren Station elevat ions. Carried though the mansard roof slopes, 
these o r i e l s are surmounted by a modified pyramidal roof . Bracket windows 
with pedimented l i n t e l s , hood moldings, and shallow dormer windows with 
unusual caps dist inguish the regular fenestrat ion pat tern . The bu i ld ing on 
the upper f loors is presently unused and boarded up. 

Palladio Ha l l . 50-62 Warren Street (1873-1878, MHC #4, photo #8). 

The former Palladio Ha l l , at 52-60 Warren St reet , is a three-s tory , 
ten-by-seven-bay block designed by N. J . Bradlee in 1873 and constructed in 
1878-1880. A superb hybrid of the I t a l i a n Renaissance Revival and Neo-Grec 
s ty les , th i s bui ld ing retains i t s cast - i ron Corinthian ground-level columns, 
despite inappropriate i n f i l l on the ground l e v e l . Ranged along the upper 
f loors at regular in terva ls are deeply recessed windows enframed by modulated 
l i g h t and dark sandstone blocks. Neo-Grec s ty le pediments wi th antef ix 
ornamentation are symmetrically arranged at the cornice level on the dressed 
elevat ions. 

Continued 



NPS Form 10-900.. , OMB No. 1024-0018 

^ ' Expires 10-31-87 

Uni ted States Depar tment of the Inter ior 
National Park Service i^n*^ 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation Sheet Dudiey Station H. D., Roxbury'tem number 7 Page 2 
Massachusetts 

Hotel Comfort, 2121-2131 Washington Street (1877-1878, MHC #5, photo #9). 

2121-2123 Washington Street, or ig inal ly the Hotel Comfort, was designed by 
Louis Weisbein in 1877-1878 in the High Victorian Gothic sty le. The 
Washington Street facade's four-unit , twelve-bay upper floors are finished in 
white and grey ashlar marble. Despite i t s overall symmetry in fenestration, 
the building's picturesque surface treatment of fol iated capitals, polychrome 
voussoirs, rosette l in te l motifs, blind raised panels are typical ly High 
Victorian Gothic. Segments of cast-iron storefronts are intact , as is the 
console bracketed cornice supporting the f l a t roof. 

8-16 Warren Street (1885, MHC #6, photo #10) and 18-20 Warren Street (ca. 1830 
with ca. 1880 additions, MHC #7, photo #10). 

The contiguous buildings at 8-16 and 18-20 Warren Street i l lus t ra te the 
architectural heterogeneity of the d i s t r i c t . 8-16 Warren Street, a restrained 
example of the Queen Anne style with panel brick influences, is a three-story 
red brick commercial block with sandstone tr im. Narrow brick piers divide the 
upper floors into four units, while sandstone stringcourses and brick panels 
provide horizontal delineation. The hip roof is flanked by slate-covered 
mansard slopes with double dormers. Next door at 18-20 Warren Street, the ca. 
1830 Flemish-bond brickwork of the south wall has been incorporated into a 
three-story. Queen Anne-style clapboard- and shingle-clad main building with a 
steeply pitched gable roof. A pair of or iels with single aprons on Warren 
Street and the curved, conical-roofed oriel on the side wall addition complete 
the Queen Anne alterations. 

Curtis Block, 2304-2308 Washington Street (1888, MHC #8, photo #11). 

The Curtis Block, at 2304-2308 Washington Street, designed in 1888 by George 
Avery, is the only full-blown example of the Queen Anne style in the 
d is t r i c t . I ts four story, red pressed brick and brownstone trim main facade 
is an integral component of the curved masonry "street wal l" of the late 19th 
century commercial blocks l in ing Washington Street's east side. The facade is 
symmetrically arranged with a pair of embellished metal-frame octagonal oriels 
(also on the alley facade) that flank a recessed, bowed oriel with multipanel 
transoms and copper cresting in the second leve l . Richardsonian Romanesque 
elements of hammered brownstone tr im are in evidence at corners, belt 
coursing, s i l l s , and l i n t e l s . 

Graham Block, 2286 Washington Street (1889, MHC #9). 

The four-story, curved Graham Block, at 2286-2300 Washington Street, is a 

Continued 
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retardataire example of a Panel Brick/Queen Anne-style commercial block. 
Designed by Cummings & Sears in 1889, i t s upper floors are red pressed brick 
with sandstone tr im, and i t s cast-iron Doric storefronts survive at street 
level . A ca. 1920 mural advertisement for Ferdinand's (1895, MHC #11) is 
intact and fronts the Orange Line. 

Waterman Block, 2328 Washington Street (1890, MHC #10. photo #12). 

Adjacent to the Dudley terminal is the Waterman Block at 2326-2328 Washington 
Street. The building is a four-story commercial block, and displays robust 
Richardsonian elements. I t was designed in 1890 by Louis Weisbein. Above 
polished granite piers enframing large metal-frame storefronts are the dressed 
elevations la id up in rock faced granite. Recessed t r i pa r t i t e windows are 
centrally located on the upper levels and flanked by single double-hung 
windows. 

Ferdinand's Blue Store, 2260-2272 Washington Street (1895, MHC #11. photo #13). 

Conmiandingly sited at the Washington and Warren Street intersection is 
2260-2272 Washington Street, known as Ferdinand's Blue Store. Architect John 
Lyman Faxon designed this f ive story department store in 1895 blending baroque 
and Renaissance Revival s ty l i s t i c elements. Levels one and two exhibit large 
display windows with metal enframements that are surrounded by Doric pilasters 
and limestone entablature. Large oculus windows with ornate surrounds grace 
the central and end bays of level two and f i ve ; t r i pa r t i t e windows with 
Renaissance inspired limestone carved detail continue the emphasis in these 
bays on the middle f loors. Regularized fenestration (with windows now boarded 
up) formerly l i t the upper f loors, which are sheathed in yellow brick set in a 
banded rusticated pattern. The f lat-roofed block is banded by an elaborate 
cornice. 

Dudley Street Terminal. Warren and Washington Streets (1901. 1909; MHC #1, 
photo #s 1-5) (DOE, 19777: 

Situated high above Ziegler, Washington, and Warren Streets is Dudley Station 
bus/transit complex. The station's tracks, waiting platforms, ramps, and 
signal house are supported by 25- to 35-foot elevated steel structures. In 
1901 the Boston Elevated Railway chose Alexander Wadsworth Longfellow to 
design the northbound platform's cupola-crowned, hip-roofed structure in the 
French Renaissance Revival style. This copper-clad structure's inter ior 
elements exhibit a graceful iron and steel platform arcade, classicized t icket 
booth, oak panelling, and diamond-paned clerestory. This platform is linked 
to the subtly curved southbound platform via high-f lying and slanted 
copper-sheathed access ramps panelled with classicized pi lasters. A 

. Continued 
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diminutive copper-clad, pyramidal-roofed signal house is perched above 
Governor Dudley Square at the confluence of the north and southbound t racks . 
The ramps, southbound plat form, and signal houses were designed by Robert 
Swain Peabody in 1909. Adjoining the s ta t ion ' s east side is a concrete and 
metal bus loop constructed in 1948. 

Roxbury Ins t i t u te for Savings, 2343-2345 Washington Street (1901. MHC #12, 
photo #14). ~ ~ ~ , ~ - . _ , , ~ 

At 2343-2345 Washington Street is the former Roxbury I n s t i t u t i o n For Savings, 
which was designed in the Second Renaissance Revival s ty le by Peabody and 
Stearns in 1901. The two-story bank is constructed of yel low br ick wi th 
dressed facades of limestone. The main facade's rust icated base features 
arched, recessed windows and a central entrance wi th ornate bronze doors 
marked by an i ron balcony. Five windows on the upper level with 
console-bracketed l i n t e l s are set w i th in b l ind keystone arches. The 
dent i lated and modil l ioned cornice and elegant limestone balustrade wi th 
classical urns and ornate cartouche complete the rectangular block. 

Eagle Theatre, 2221-2225 Washington Street (1911, MHC #13). 

2221-2225 Washington Street was designed as the Eagle Theatre in 1911 by , 
Silverman Engineering Company. Modern masonry f in ishes cover the lower two 
leve ls . Second Renaissance Revival-sty le galvanized i ron surface treatments 
are s t i l l i n tac t a t the t h i r d level and include Corinthian p i las ters and a 
deep classicized cornice. 

Ruggles Bui ld ing, 2175-2193 Washington Street (1914, MHC #14). 

At the corner of Washington and Ruggles Streets is 2175-2193 Washington 
Street , the three-story commercial bu i ld ing known o r i g i n a l l y as The Ruggles. 
Designed by F. A. Norcross in 1914, i t s pr inc ipal facades are l a i d up in red 
pressed br ick with the main entrance marked by a door hood wi th console 
brackets and heavy entablature. Groups of two and three windows are f lanked 
by Doric p i l as te rs . The bui ld ing is topped by a c lassic ized galvanized i ron 
cornice. 

Ferdinand's Blue Store Addi t ion, 17-19 Warren Street (1922, MHC #15). 

To the north of Dudley Station at 17-19 Warren Street is the d i s t r i c t ' s 
t a l l e s t bu i ld ing . Designed in 1922 by Harold Field Kellogg, the e igh t -s to ry 
Ferdinand's Blue Store Addition exh ib i ts a cast-stone, two-level base wi th 
upper f loors l a i d up in u t i l i t a r i a n yellow b r i c k . Monolithic Doric p i las te rs 
unite levels one and two and f lank large display windows. I t i s in te res t ing 
to note that display windows are also located on the rear w a l l , facing Dudley 

Continued 
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Station's northbound waiting platform, in tac i t acknowledgment of the presence 
of the El. Fenestration and a t t ic cornices display classicized elements. 

Edison Electric Illuminating Company, 62-78 Warren Street/151-157 Dudley 
Street (1923, MHC #16, photo #15). 

Occupying the wedge-shaped island bounded by Harrison Avenue, Warren, and 
Dudley Streets, 62-78 Warren Street is a two-story of f ice block known as the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company. Bui l t in 1923 of tan brick with 
a r t i f i c i a l stone finishes, the building has a curved facade arranged with a 
pier and spandrel system holding large glazed areas. A stepped parapet with 
Classical Revival concrete urns conceals the f l a t roof. 

Boston Consolidated Gas Company, 11-29 Roxbury Street (1927, MHC #17). 

The dramatically curved main facade of the Boston Consolidated Gas Company 
follows Roxbury Street's path. This low, two-story of f ice building was 
designed in 1927 by Parker, Thomas, and Rice. Cast stone covers i t s Art Deco 
main facade with secondary facades composed of yellow brick. A three-bay 
central entrance unit is flanked by five-bay wings. Display windows (with 
brick i n f i l l ) and entrances with vaguely Renaissance Revival surrounds appear; 
at street level . The building terminates in a decorative frieze and low, 
beveled parapet. 

Intrusions 

Intrusions are generally limited to vacant lots (four), truncated commercial 
blocks and single-story stores with aluminum or false brick veneers (five), 
and five noncontributing structures that conform in scale (single story) and 
materials to the noted structures in the triangular block beneath the elevated 
ramps but have sustained inappropriate facade changes. 

Archaeol ogy ... . ^ 

There are no known prehistoric sites in the district or in proximity to it, 
and the likelihood for finding prehistoric sites in the district is low. 
While the potential for historic foundations and other related features of 
nonextant buildings dating from the 17th to the early 19th centuries does 
exist, the overall likelihood of significant archaeological survivals in the 
district is also low given the present building density, the high ratio of 
building footprint size to lot size, and the extensive and intensive 
rebuilding in the district that occured during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 
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Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

__. 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration settlement 
industry 
invention 

Specific dates 1868-1927 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Builder/^ArcWtect ^ | p | g 

religion 
science 
sculpture 

- _ social' 
humanitarian 
theater 

_X_ transportation 
_X_ other (specify) 

—Commun44y-̂ eve-l-oi>meftt 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

The Dudley Station Historic District's copper-clad elevated rail complex, 
brick commercial blocks, and apartment hotels reflect the late 19th-early 20th 
century prosperity of a major Metropolitan Boston transportation/commercial 
node. Its significance is inextricably bound to the extent to which i t has ... -
retained its turn-of-the-century fabric and scale. Within its boundaries are ^ 
stylish, high-quality designs by major Boston architectural firms. 
Particularly significant are the architectural elements and engineering , , 
features of the Dudley Station Terminal's various components. The Dudley 
Station district retains integrity of setting, design, locations, materials, 
and association and thus meets criteria A, and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Roxbury was one of the six harbor villages (including Boston) founded by the 
Massachusetts Bay Company in 1630. Originally known as Rocksbury or 
Rocksborough, i t was settled by immigrants from Dorchester, England, under the 
leadership of William Pynchon. Recognized as a town by the Court of 
Assistants in 1630, the community erected its f irst meetinghouse in 1630 at 
John Eliot Square (NR, 1973), located a few blocks to the west of the 
district. Roxbury's boundaries originally encompassed West Roxbury and 
Brookline. 

The Dudley Station area's evolution as Roxbury's principal business district 
and most densely settled residential quarter is tied to the realities of 
pre-19th century topography, improved Boston/Roxbury transportation links, and 
multilevel political/economic developments. Beginning in the mid-17th 
century, the district evolved as a commercial/residential area along 
Washington Street. It was situated on the lowlands between Dudley Street and 
the narrow strip of land known as the Old Neck, which linked Roxbury with 
Boston. Until 1786, and the building of the Charles River Bridge, the ' ' . 
northern portion of Roxbury was the sole land gate to Boston. Early roads ' 
within the district, including Eustis, Warren, and Washington Streets, fanned 
out to Dorchester, Braintree, Dedham, and all points south. 

Until the mid-19th century, agriculture was Roxbury's principal economic 
pursuit. From the 17th to early 19th century, tanning and the production of 
leather goods, clock and cabinet making, banking, and carriage manufacturing 
were minor industries conducted within the Dudley Station area. Roxbury was 
slow to recover from property destruction and population loss wrought by the 
Revolutionary War, and had scarcely 2,000 people in 1780 and only 2,700 by 

Continued 
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1800. The construction of the Roxbury Canal in 1795, formerly located to the 
northeast of the d i s t r i c t , provided the town with access to Boston Harbor but 
was of minimal importance to Roxbury's early 19th century growth. 

By 1827 hourly coaches began to run between John El iot Square and Boston—the 
f i r s t such service in New England. Between 1830 and 1840 Roxbury's population 
increased from 5,247 to 9,089. Physical evidence of the pre-Civil War "faire 
and handsome country town" is l imited to a few masonry fragments, including 
the Taber Street wall of the frame Queen Anne-style building at 18-20 Warren 
Street (MHC #7). This wall dates to ca. 1830 and was or iginal ly part of a 
dwelling owned by Roxbury merchant Josiah Richardson. Roxbury, with a 
population of 15,000, was incorporated as a c i ty in 1846; West Roxbury was set 
of f as a separate town in 1851. By 1856 the f i r s t street railroad was 
established. Horse-drawn cars ran i n i t i a l l y from the d i s t r i c t ' s Guild Row to 
Boylston Street in Boston. In 1867 Roxbury was annexed to Boston with a 
population of 30,000. 

One of the f i r s t buildings to herald the transit ion from "picturesque vi l lage" 
to a large-scale business center with more architecturally sophisticated 
structures was the Sargent-Prince Block at 37-51 Roxbury Street (MHC #2). 
Bui l t in 1868, this commercial/residential block or iginal ly housed Roxbury's 
Post Office. I t was bu i l t by H. B. Sargent, a Boston lawyer; i t s second owner 
was F. 0. Prince, twenty-third mayor of Boston (1873-1881). 

The Depression of 1873 temporarily halted commercial/residential construction 
within the d is t r i c t . Palladio Hal l , the sandstone business block at 52-60 
Warren Street (MHC #4), existed on paper in 1873, but was not bu i l t unt i l the 
end of the decade. This handsome I tal ian Renaissance-Neo-Grec structure was 
designed by Nathaniel J . Bradlee, and architect credited with over 500 Boston 
conmercial buildings and numerous late 19th century South End and Back Bay 
townhouses. 

During the late 1 
supply the demand 
The central i ty of 
explains the prol 
ornamented exampl 
Dartmouth, 51-61 
Hotel Comfort. 21 
apartment hotels 

9th century, a half dozen "family" hotels were bu i l t "to 
of wealthy businessmen for apartment hotels near the c i t y . " 
Dudley Station to a metropolitan transportation system 

iferat ion of this mult iunit building type. Lavishly 
es of this building type include the mansard-roofed Hotel 
Warren Street (1871, MHC #3) and the High Victorian Gothic 
21-2131 Washington Street (1878, MHC #5). Few examples of 
bu i l t before 1880 are s t i l l extant in the greater Boston area 

The introduction of the electr ic t ro l ley to Roxbury during the late 1880s 
sparked construction act iv i ty on the island bounded by Warren, Washington, and 
Dudley Streets. Retail and specialty businesses founded in the d is t r i c t 

Continued 
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during the 1840s and 1850s relocated to spacious, well-designed masonry 
business blocks. The Curt is Block, a t 2286-2300 Washington Street (MHC #8), 
fo r example, was owned by Edwin Upton Cur t i s , t h i r t i e t h mayor of Boston. 
Bu i l t in 1888, i t i s the only fu l l -b lown example of the Queen Anne s ty le in 
the d i s t r i c t . The bui ld ing was designed by Boston arch i tec t George Avery, and 
i s part of the masonry "wa l l " of Victor ian commercial bui ld ings l i n i n g the 
east side of Washington Street , from Warren to Ziegler Streets. The Graham 
Block, 2286 Washington Street (MHC $9) , a more restrained Queen Anne-style 
commercial bu i ld ing , was designed by Cummings and Sears, arch i tects of Copley 
Square's New Old South Church, in 1889. The Waterman Block, a t 2326-2328 
Washington Street (1890, MHC #10), represents a la te expression of the Boston 
Granite s t y l e . This s ty le f i r s t appeared in Boston in 1810 and was 
characterized by so l id granite post and l i n t e l construct ion. I t was u t i l i z e d 
almost exclusively for commercial block and warehouse construct ion. J . S. 
Waterman & Son's undertaking establishment was founded in a small frame 
bui ld ing on th i s s i te in 1857. By the early 20th century, t h i s f i rm was 
regional ly known as a leader in mortuary science and management. 

Dominating the northern t i p of Dudley Stat ion 's is land i s the we l l -de ta i led 
Baroque and Renaissance Revival-sty le Ferdinand's Blue Store Bu i ld ing , 
2260-2272 Washington Street (MHC #9). Considered by many to the a rch i tec t 
John Lyman Faxon's greatest work, i t was completed in 1895. Faxon was also 
the arch i tect of the Moorish Revival Hotel V ic tor ia a t Newbury and Dartmouth 
Streets, Boston (no longer ex tan t ) . Like the Waterman's Block, Ferdinand's 
limestone and yellow br ick f i ve -s to ry r e t a i l block replaced a smal ler, frame 
s t ruc ture , one that was b u i l t on t h i s s i te in 1867. By the early 1920s 
Ferdinand's was known throughout the New England area as a major r e t a i l s tore , 
and had grown to encompass four bui ldings on the Dudley Stat ion i s land . 

Dudley Station (MHC #1), located at the in tersect ion of Warren and Washington 
Streets, is the d i s t r i c t ' s centerpiece. I t was b u i l t in 1899-1901 as the 
southern terminus of the Boston Elevated Railway. The success of the e l ec t r i c 
streetcar in Boston during the early 1890s prompted the explorat ion of more 
adventurous forms of e l e c t r i c propulsion for commuter purposes. 

In 1897 Boston became the f i r s t c i t y to bu i ld an elevated system that was 
planned, from i t s incept ion, to be e l e c t r i c a l l y operated. The Boston Elevated 
Railway was b u i l t between 1898 and 1901 at a cost o f 20.3 m i l l i on do l l a rs . I t 
extended 4.9 miles from i t s northern end at Sul l ivan Square, Charlestown, to 
Dudley Street , Roxbury, i t s southern terminus. Alexander Wadsworth 
Longfellow, the arch i tect o f several turn-of - the-century Harvard Universi ty 
bu i ld ings, won an eleven-entry competition for the design of the main l i n e 
E l 's s t a t i on , judged by noted Boston arch i tect and educator W. R. Ware. The 
stat ion was expanded through a design by Robert Swain Peabody in 1909. Dudley 
Stat ion 's copper-clad wai t ing platform and h igh f l y ing access ramps are 

Continued 
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distinguished for the quality of their architecture and for the way in which 
engineering details and structural members are used to achieve ornamental 
effects. I ts complex pedestrian and vehicular circulation is the physical 
expression of the fact that Boston was the f i r s t c i ty to adopt unif ied 
management of elevated rapid t ransi t l ines and surface streetcar l ines. The 
significance of Dudley Station was not diminished when the Boston Elevated 
Railway—today's Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority Orange Line—was extended 
to Forest Hi l ls in 1909; extensive alterations enlarged the station and 
improved transfer f a c i l i t i e s . 

In addition to designing the Dudley Station extension, Peabody was also 
responsible for the design of the Roxbury Inst i tute for Savings, 2343 
Washington Street (MHC #12). Buil t in 1901, the year of Dudley Station's 
completion, this well-executed limestone and brick edif ice symbolizes the 
d i s t r i c t ' s turn-of-the-century ascendancy as a major transportation/retail 
center for the Boston area. 

During the f i r s t decades of the 20th century, improved access offered to the 
area by the "main l ine e l " encouraged the growth of recreational enterprises 
in the d is t r i c t . At least three s i lent movie theaters, several b i l l i a r d 
hal ls , and a bowling alley were located in the northern portion of the 
distr ict—including the Renaissance Revival-style Eagle Theater, 2231 
Washington Street (1911, MHC #13), and the Eagle Bowling Alley, 2175-2193 

• Washington Street (1902, MHC #14) 

In the early 1920s, architecturally noteworthy additions to the d i s t r i c t ' s 
streetscape included the eight-story Neo-Georgian Ferdinand's Blue Store 
Addition, at 17-19 Warren Street (MHC #15), the area's ta l les t bui lding, which 
was bu i l t in 1922. I ts architect, Harold Field Kellogg, is best remembered 
for his Art Deco-style Batterymarch Building at 60 Batterymarch Street, bu i l t 
in 1928. The Classical Revival-style Edison Electric Illuminating Company, 
62-78 Warren Street (1923, MHC #16), and the Art Moderne-style Boston 

: Consolidated Gas Company building, 11-29 Roxbury Street (1927, MHC #17), are . i 
, other good examples of mid 1920s construction within the d i s t r i c t . The former 

was designed by Wesley L. Mino and the la t ter was designed by Parker, Thomas, 
and Rice, architects of Boston's well-known R.H. Stearns Department Store on 
Tremont Street. 

The cumulative changes in Dudley Station's transportation patterns fac i l i ta ted 
migration to the outl ining suburbs by the white protestant population in the 
late 19th century. With each increase in service to broader geographic areas 
and every improvement in speed and eff ic iency, there was more attraction for 
the resident Roxbury population to relocate further out from the central 
c i ty . Beginning in 1900, Jewish immigrants arrived in Roxbury, and twenty 
years later an Afro-American migration to Roxbury began. The Dudley Station 
area has been the commercial center of the Afro-American community ever since. 
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Roxbury, Massachusetts 
MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Atlases-(Hopkins, Bromley & Sanborns) 1873, 1880, 1899, 1906, 1915, 1919 

Bacon, Ed, M. Men of Progress, Boston, 1896 ; / •• ' 

Bacon's Dictionary of Boston, 1866 

Boston Building Department, Building Jackets 

Boston Elevated Railway, F i f t y Years of Unified Transportation i n Metropolitan 
Boston. 1938 

Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Department, Architects f i l e 

Boston & Roxbury Directories, 1866, 1870's, 1913, 1915 

Drake, F.S. Town of Roxbury, 1878 .: 

Leading Business Men of The Back Bay and The South End, 1888 ' 

MBTA, Final Environmental Impact Statement-Orange Line Relocation, 1978 

* v.. 
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Verbal Boundary Description and Just i f icat ion: 

The Dudley Station Historic Dis t r ic t includes a l l 19th-century commercial and 
transportation-related buildings that retain integr i ty and that comprise the 
late 19th century Dudley Station area, an area that s t i l l maintains i t s 
turn-of-the-century fabric and scale as well as i t s associations as a 
transportation node. Included within the d i s t r i c t boundaries are forty 
properties, among which are examples of the work of a number of well-known 
Boston architectural firms of the late 19th/early 20th century. The d i s t r i c t 
also includes 10 noncontributing properties and 4 vacant l o t s . 

Beginning at the intersection of Warren Street and Harrison Avenue and 
traveling along the eastern and northern boundaries of 62-78 Warren Street; 
thence turning at a r ight angle and traveling along the back and side (north) 
lo t l ine of 52-60 Warren Street; thence turning at a r ight angle and traveling 
northerly along the eastern curb l ine of Warren Street including only 6-20 
Warren Street and continuing northeasterly along the eastern curb l ine of 
Washington Street and including only 2164-2172 Washington Street; thence 
continuing northeasterly and turning at a r ight angle and crossing Washington 
Street to travel along the side (north) l o t l ine of 2105-2131 Washington 
Street and southwest along the back l o t l ine of 2121-2131 Washington Street; 
turning at a r ight angle and traveling easterly along the side (south) l o t 
l ine of 2121-2131 Washington Street; then traveling along the side (north) lo t 
l ine of 2167-2171 and the back l o t l ine of 2175-2193 Washington Street; across 

V Ruggles Street and along the back l o t lines of the western side of Washington 
Street from 2205-2217 to 2345 (excluding the vacant parcel at 2301-2319 
Washington Street) and 11-29 to 37-51 Roxbury Street. Then turning at a r ight 
angle and traveling southeasterly along the western curb l ine of Guild Row 
over to the southern curb l ine of 2400-2404 Washington Street. Then turning 
and traveling easterly along the southern curb l ine of Dudley Street and 
crossing to the eastern curb l ine of Warren Street at 62-78. 

See attached assessors', sketch, and U.S.G.S maps for further delineation of 
d i s t r i c t boundaries. 
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DUDLEY LIQUOR MART, INC. 
I M P O R T E D A N D D O M E S T I C 

uQuoRs R E C E I V E D 
150 DUDLEY S T R E E T ROXBURY, MASS. 

CORNER WARREN S T R E E T 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Mass. 02116 

MAGS. HIST. COMM. 

August 12, 1985 

To Whom I t May Concern: • , , 

As owner of the Rose Building located in the Dudley Street area 
of Boston, I am pleased to support this area to be designated as a 
National Historical site. 

Roxbury, rich in historical tradition and pride typifies the American 
Dream. For too long the community has not recieved the recognition i t deserves, 
This is a critical step towards that recognition. 

I f I can be of futher assistance in this endeavor, please do not hesitate 
to contact me 0 427-2380. 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Danti 

cc: James Roberts 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
E.xecutive Director 
Slate Historic Preservation Officer 

October 24, 1985 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service \ >: '- -. 4 
P.O. Box 37127 ,r . 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 , • :̂  

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination forms: 

Boston, Hingham, Hul l , Quincy, Weymouth and Winthrop, Boston Harbor 
Islands Archaeological D i s t i r c t , Boston Harbor, 21 Islands. 

v/Boston, Dudley Station Historic D i s t r i c t , Washington, Warren and 
Dudley Streets, 40 properties. 

Lawrence, 34-30 Summer Street, 4 properties. HPCA pending, no 
number assigned, 

Lynn, Central Square Historic D i s t r i c t , Central Square, Munroe, 
Union and Willow Streets, 15 properties, HPCAs pending: The 

' Peavear Building, 101-127 Munroe Street, #0758-85-MA. New Bergengren 
Block, 1-21 Central Square, #0653-85-MA. 

Weymouth, John Adams School, 16 Church Street, 1 property. 

Wrentham, Plimpton-Winter House, 127 South Street, 1 property. 
HPCA complete: #MA-85-0727. 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were no­
t i f i e d of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 
WOV 6 1985 



the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments 
received to date are attached to the nomination forms» 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J, Zimmerman 
Director, Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosures 

SJZ/dr 


