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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 * 

AREA FORM NO. 

GH-150 

Newton, Tass. M.R.A. '  

Town NEWTON (Chestnut H i l l ) 

Address 121 v/ard S t ree t 

Historic Name Ephraim V/ard House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Use: Present d w e l l i n g 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north tv • 

SEE-ATTACHED MP 

Original d w e l l i n g 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1821 

Source Jackson Homestead P u b l i c . ,̂ 14 

Style Federal 

Architect unknov/n 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

O u t b u i l d i n g s n n n p 

Major Alterations (with dates) l860s -

i n t e r i o r r emode l l i ng , n o r t h viin. 
a d d i t i o n 
Condition Exce l l en t 

4-' ' 

^6c UTM REFERENCE 19. ̂ 20580.-^"89380 

USGS QUADRANGLE Newton, Mass. 

SCALE 1 : 25,000 

Moved J2CL Date 

Acreage 7,^80 sq. f t . gytLcuirx^ 

Setting Suburban r e s i d e n t i a l a long 

e a r l y road 

Recorded by Arch. Pres. Assocs.  

Organization Nev/tnn H i s t o r i c a l lomm.  

Date 5/331 rev , bv H.y/hite 3/86 

••ky-'hiUki&t', 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( I f applicable) 
The Ephraim Ward House i s important as one of r e l a t i v e l y few 

well-preserved Federal period dv/ellings'^the eastern ha l f of the c i t y . 
I t has associations wi th the V/ard f ami ly , farmers and owners of large 
amounts of land i n the area during the nineteenth century. As such i t 
meets C r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register of H i s to r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the comminity. 

The Ephraim V/ard house i s a blocky rectangular form, 2 i - s to r i e s i n 
height, w i th a hip roof of low p i t c h . The f ive-bay facade i s organized 
wi th the outer v/indov/s paired and the center v/indov/ aligned v/ith the 
narrov/. entrance. The entrance i s flanked by slender applied p i l a s t e r s 
supporting a' panelled entablature. The 6/6 v/indows have p l a i n surrounds.. 
A single rear-v;al l chimney remains on the north v /a l l . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

In 1661 John V/ard built a house on this site known as the Garrison 
House. The house is said to have been a refuge for safety during King 
Philip's V/ar. In 1821 the house was torn dovm, and replaced v/ith the 
present structure by Ephraim V/ard. Seven generations of the V/ard family 
had occupied the original house, and continued to occupy the present house 
until 197^. 

The V/ard family began to s e l l of parcels of i t s farmland during the 
late nineteenth century. In I906 John V/ard v/rote Recollections of An Early 
Home, a manuscript nov/ i n the Jackson Homestead archives. The v/ork traces 
the history of the house and the farming accomplishments of the ;/ard 
family. The family raised c a t t l e , and had extensive f r u i t orchards i n ., 
addition to r a i s i n g t r a d i t i o n a l crops. Ephrai.m V/ard and his brothers • ••' 
(v/ho l i v e d nearby at 18 -̂ and 303 Ward Street) ov/ned adjoining 
acreage, v;ith the ca t t l e and equipment kept at t h i s address. Ephraim*s 
son Thomas and his wife Hannah inherited the farm and continued working 
i t u n t i l a f t e r I900. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' 

Atlases: I907-T. Albert V/ard; 1895-Anna C. v/ard, Thos. A. V/ard; 1875-T.A. and 
. C. V /a rd ; , ^ . • „ 

riap: 1835-E. V̂ /ard ' ' • 
J i t y Directory: I907-T.Albert ,/ard, farmer; 1895-T.A. ;/ard, farmer, Annie C. 
Jackson Homestead, Recollections of An Early Home, manuscript by John ,7ard. 

" . , "v/ard Family" v e r t i c a l f i l e . 

'vi: . ' , . " • • • , '̂ ' 8/85 



NPS Form 10-900-* 
(M2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory^—Nomination Form 

OMB f4o. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Continuation sheet Item numt}er Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

N'ame Newton-MRA 
gfa te Middlesex (Jounty, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

111 . Souther, John, House 

Date/Signature 
Eotered In tlx© 
Bational Eegister 

tnterol i n tl;e 
Attest 

112. S t a p l e s — C r a f t s — W i s w a l l Farm jg,-

113. Stone, Ebenezer, House 

114. Stone, Joseph L . , House 

115. S t rong ' s Block 

116. Thax te r , C e l i a , House 

117. Thayer House 

118. Ward, Ephraim, House 

Attest... 

,)Keeper ^^^^ 

Attest 

Entyro- ^ 5 Keeper 

Attest 

Attest 

/Iteeper (p4^'^*''i^-ySy^-^ ?'//^6A 

i i , r i l . t 
Attest 

» , t lona l Register ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ X ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / d T ^ 

Attest 

/lieeper .-.dcA^-^^^-^y^'f^^^ ?// /^ 

Attest 

119. Wheat, Samuel, House S a t i o m l BegiBter ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , . . t ^ . ^ . - t . ^ . ^ , ^ , . _ ^ 

Attest 

120. Woodward, John, House „ ^ , „ , B a l . E e g i s t 9 £ . ^ ^ g p e r ^^^T^^^^^-t^^^^^^^.^..,^ ?/'//f<5 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Ward, Ephraim, House (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZI resubmission 

CH nomination by person or local government 

• owner objection 

• appeal • 

Substantive Review: C I sample • request 

, Working No 

' • Fed. 

Date 

Act ion : _ 
Entereci ir* ''-..a _ 

Reg. Date: .JUL 2 3 1986 , ^^/^7  
Due: S/^77^Z^ t/UH 

.RETURN ; 

.REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

CZI appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 

Reviewer 
Discipline 

Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1 . Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZI good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

[ m ruins 

CZI unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CZI summary paragraph 
CZI completeness , 

CZI clarity • 
CZI alterations/integrity 
• dates 

CZ] boundary selection ".''''yy.-

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZI summary paragraph 
Q completeness 
CD clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CZI context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 







Clty of Newton Asaesaor's Maps. Sheet ~](ff 
Metric Series. 1979 
Scale: UTM grid line Interval » 100 meters (323 feet) 

Nev/ton, Mas s. . . A. 
121 .7ard Street , Jhestnut H i l l 
Ephraim //ard House 
63-5-5 


