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Town REHOBOTH
Address Anawan Street (rte. 44)

Historic Nare Anawan Rock (Annawon Rock)

PHOTO. (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple to left side of form Use: Present commemorative
Photo number Original
DESCR PTI O\

Date August 28, 1676

Source Church, Diary of King Philip's
SKETCH MP War, tirst edition 1/16
. Style

Architect
Exterior wall fabric

Qut bui I di ngs

Maj or alterations (with dates)

Moved Dat e

Approx. acreage less than one
UM 19/ 316200/ 4636940

Recorded by V. H Adans Setting 200 feet fromroad; rural
Organi zation Rehoboth Historical Comm ssion wooded cont ext
Dat e August 1981

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARHTEAWRL SANACANE (Describeinportant architectural features and
evaluate'in terns of other buildings within the comunity.)

HSTARCAL SKINHCANE (Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the community.)

The event known as King Philip's Wr (1675-1676) had a great inpact on the early colonial
settlers i n southeast Massachusetts and Rhode |sland. Considerable deaths and material
damage were incurred on both sides; however, its close marked the firm ascendancy of
colonial power and the end of Native Anerican resistance in. the region. Anawan Rock i s
historically significant as the site of pne of the closing confrontations of the war and
as one of the few incidents for which an exact location i s known. O August 28, 1676,
following the death of King Philip in Rhode Island, Captain Benjamn Church and his
conpany of colonists and Indians sought out Annawon, one of two of Philip's remaining
chieftains. Surprising himand his nen here in Rehoboth, Church forced themto surrender.
The Indians offered no resistance and Annawon gave Church Philip's regalia as a symbol of
his defeat. Church promsed to spare Annawon's life; however, he was called to Boston and
upon his return to Plymouth within a few days found that Annawon had been executed.

The incident and it ssite, Anawan Rock, were described by Benjamin Church ina narrative
published i nnunerous editions (1716. 1772, 1825, 1865, and 1975). The significance of
Annawon' s surrender i s clearly expressed inthe Introduction of the nost recent edition:

"The surrender of Philip's regalia to Benjamin Church by
the great Annawon, who had served both Philip and his
father Massasoit, marked the real end of these Algonquin

Indians. Conpared with the standards of literate peoples,
who have dramatized or philosophizedabout their defeats,
this was a stoical, inarticulate passing. But it hasits
own heart-clutching eloquence "(p. 36).* A

B Bl GE3XHY and/ or  REFHENES (nane of publication, author, date and publ i's’her)

Si npson, Alan and Mary, eds. Diary of King Philip's Wr 1675-1676 by Col onel
Benjam n Church. The Pequot Press, 1975.

As the site of a significant historical event, Anawan Rock neets criterion A of
the National Register of Historic Places individually.
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