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CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND CRI A NAL (IF KNOWN)  PHYSI CAL APPEARANCE

The Edmund Fowl e House i s | ocated at 26-28 Marshall Street i nWatertown. The house A

originally stood facing south on Od Mill Street, now M. Auburn Street. Between
1872-74, the Fow e House was noved from i tsoriginal site toitspresent |ocation on
Marshall Street. | twas altered at that time into a two famly dwelling as i t

remai ns today.

The house i s believed to have been constructed between 1740 and 1770. I n 1775 a large
chanmber room on the second floor was described by a committee of the Third (Massa-
chusetts) Provincial Congress as "being unfinished...even without a rough floor..."
The committee was authorized to prepare the chanber foritsnmeetings, which were held
in the house during 1775-1776. A large chanber such as this was probably locatedi n
the western rear of thehouse, but late 19th century remodeling on both floors has
obscured the original floor plans of the rear of the house.

The Fowl e House i s a square, symmetrical, two story Georgian style building with a
hi pped roof and central brick chimey. | tisset on abrick cellar foundation, the
exterior dimensions of which neasure 36'8" wide by 35 deep. The house i s sheathed
in clapboards, painted white. Mich of the clapboarding i soriginal. | tis hard-
riven and smoot hed, under 54" long with lapped ends, and i s secured by hand wrought
nails with rose heads. Spacing of each course varies from 2-3/4" to 3-3/4". Fenes-
tration i s sixover nine except i nthe later bays and extensions, where fenestration
is sixover six. The original window architraves have survived with only mnor repairs,
retaining nolded sills and full protruding nolded cornices. The w ndows are framed
by louvered shutters. The roof cornice, with the exception of a nodern wood gutter
and crown molding, isasimle flat classical entablature. The cornerboards and
watertabl e appear to be original.

The facade, which was faced east when the house was noved, i s five bays wide. Five
wooden steps lead to the flatroofed, centered, enclosed entry porch, which was added
between 1872-74. Laticework infill covers the footings of the steps. The si x panel
wooden door i s framed by sidelights and fluted paneling. At theattic, there isa
center triangular pedi mented dormer which contains paired 6/6 w ndows.

The original portion of the northern elevationi s tw bays deep with a three sided,
projecting, one story bow at the rearnmost bay. | twas added i n 1872-74. The northern
el evation continues with a one bay deep single story ell totherear. The southern
elevation i s two bays deep. At therear bay i sa one story enclosed porch with a flat
roof. The entrance faces east. The other two sides have single 6/6 windows with

mol ded lintels. Three wooden steps lead to the porch doorway and small raised open ,
portico with railing. The footings of the portico are covered by latticework

At therear elevationis a telescoped kitchen el | added i n 1872-74. The section
abuttir™the house has a hip roof, center chimey, flat cornice, and si xover si x

wi ndows. The extension has a door and 2/2 windows on both thenorth and south eleva-
tions, two 2/2 windows on the west elevation, and a low flat roof. The brick founda-
tion i s covered here by a wooden latice. Bulkheads to the cellar are found on the
western and northern elevation foundations.
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The original floorplan of Ednmund Fowl e House appears t o have been four roons on
each floor with a small central stairhall and a full sized cellar and attic. Near
the center of therear wall there was probably anexterior door from the kitchen.

Mst of theoriginal frame of the house remains intact from cellar toroof. The
floor boards areoriginal throughout. They are fastened with hand wrought T-headed
nails, (rose-head nails i ntheattic). M Il sawn sub-floor boards up to26-3/4"
wi de can be seen i nthecellar. Mst of theoriginal interior woodwork survived
the 1872-74 renmodeling.

The smal|l central entry stairhall retains itsoriginal Jacobean U shaped, two |anding
stairway. Thestairway i sconprised of anopen string staircasewith a balustrade
containing turned balusters, and a nol ded and ranped handrail with quarter sweeps
termnating onthefirst floor i navoluted newel post. Theends of each step are
finished with ascroll bracket.

Three of possibly si xoriginal chimey breasts survive. The npbst promnent of these
is located i nthenorth side front roomonthefirst floor. Although awkwardly placed
near aninsidewall, this chimey breast represents a beautiful exanmple of colonial
woodwork. Its design details nay have been derived from t he handbook The Buil ders
Companion, by Wl liamPaine, 1762. Details foritsearred architrave and broken

pedi ment with spheroid heads can be found i nseveral plates from this source. The
earred and kneed architraves surrounding thedoor and wi ndow openings arealso to be

found anong Paine's illustrations. This roomwas restored by theWatertown Historical
Society i n1965, and i sshow tothe public upon request. Two tenants occupyt he
house.

The ol dcentral chimey was renmoved i nt heprocess of noving thehouse, andin its
place two separate flues were bhuilt and united i ntheattic into a central chi mey.
These separate flues were probably for theuse of stoves. Additional stairways
were built at thesane time toprovide each tenant access tothecellar and attic.
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STATEMENT OF S G\ A CANCE

The Edmund Fowl e House i ssignificant as being probably thesecond ol dest house
remaining i nWatertown. The house was occupied by theFowe family for approxi mtely
150 years and housed t heExecutive Authority of theenerging Conmonweal th of Massa-
chusetts during theearly Revolutionary period.

Edmund Fowl e, a Watertown cordwai ner, was born i n1719 and was married t o Abigail
VWhitney i n1745. He acquired theproperty i n1747 and had hi s house huilt some-
time between then and 1770. 1 n 1771, M. Fowe died, leaving /3 of thehouseto
his widow, and thereminder tohis several children.

The second Edmund Fowl e was born i n1747. After his father's death, he bought

his brothers' and sisters' shares i nthe house and married i n1772. | n 1774 hi s
wife gave hirth totheir first child, Ednmund. Ednund Fowl e |1.becane a wi dower
soon after thechild's birth. H later remarried. Children born of his second wife
are recorded after 1785.

The house was used by committees of theThird Provincial Congress, which was meeting
in Watertown. Early i nthesumwer of 1775, treaties with thePenobscott and Stock-
bridge Indian tribes were signed here. General George Washington cane t ot he house
on August 5, 1775 toneet i nprivate with the Executive Council todiscuss a critical
shortage of powder i ntheContinental Army, and local tradition has i tthat Martha
Washi ngton was received i nthehouse i nDecenber 1775 on her way tojoin her hus-
band i nCanbridge. During thewinter of 1775-76, Benjamin Franklin sat for afew
weeks with theExecutive Council i nthehouse.

Marshal | Fowl e, son of Ednund 11, occupied thehouse after it was noved tothe newy
laid out Marshall Street.

The late Charles Brigham a nenber of the Watertown Historical Society, boughtthe
house from theFow e heirs, and maintained i tuntil it was acquired by theWter-
town Historical Society i n1922. |t has since been used as a private residence and
as a rmuseum of t he Society.
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The purposeof this amendment isto eevatethe level of significance of the Edmund Fowle House in Watertown, MA
from local to nationd for its association with key events of the American Revolution. The amendment dso provides
additional bibliographical sources.

The Edmund Fowle House (26-28 Marshal Street) became an ancillary meeting place for the Massachusdts provincia
government during the dege of Bogon in 1775-76. As such, the housereflects the trangitory nature of represantation
during this turbulent period in American history. The house sarved as a meeting room for the Generd Court Board as well
& various committees.  Functioning as a govemment-in-exile, the Generd Court Board accomplished a multitude of
political actionsinthe Fowle House, including the signing of what is believed to be the first treaty between an American
government and aforeign entity, inthis cage representatives of the . John and Mi'kmag tribes in Canadds Maritime
Provinces. This property is significant as a rare surviving building associated with the tenure of the Provincia
government-in-exile during acritical period of the American Revolution. The Fowle Houses role inthe cregtion of a
continuing governmenta  presence and its nasoent association with American foreign policy dlows it to be conddered a
nationally significant historic resource.

Following the gtart of the American Revolution a Lexington on April 19, 1775, the British Regularsretrested to Bogton
under intensefire from the Patriots. A week later, the Massachusatts House of Representatives, dso known as the
Provincia Congress, ordered that volunteer American soldiersthroughout the colony head for Bagon to establish camps
surrounding the city, thus beginning the year-long sege of British-held Boston. With itstraditional meeting place in the
Old Sate House in Bogton thus rendered unavailable, the generd assambly of the Provincial Congress began to medt in
Watertown a the Mestinghouse (not extant), located neer the intersection of present day Common and Mt. Auburn Sregts,
At the meeting of July 21, 1775, 205 deputies from various towns sdected 28 councilors to be the Generd Court Board,
an executive committee or governing council of the province. Given that the generd assambly of the Provincial Congress
would continue to use the large goace of the meetinghouse, an additional meeting place was neaded for "the council .”
Spece was secured in the nearby Edmund Fowle House, then inits original location on Mt Auburn Street & the heed of
what is now Marshdl Street, and a the time, the next housewest of the meetinghouse. In the legidative records of July
22, 1775, it weas recorded: "The Committee gppointed to provide some convenient Flace for the Council to st in; reported
verbally. That alarge Chamber in the House of Mr. Fowle's might be procured; but being unfinished, the Committee
recommended that there be arough Foor laid, and Chairs provided for that Purpose The Report was acogpted, and Capt.
Brown, Capt. Dix, and Major Fuller, were gppointed to prepare said Chamber accordingly.”

A careful reading of the records of the Council, undertaken by the Watertown Historical Society, indicatesthet this
executive committee met inthe Fowle House for the entire period that the Provincid Congress sat in Watertown, which
coincided with the period during which the Revolutionary War wes being fought locally.

Notables assodated with the house during this period include James Warren, who became Spesker of the House after
Joseph Warren died inthe Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17. James whaose primary resdence was in Plymouth, lived in
the Fowle Housewith hiswife Mercy Otis, who was one of the mog significant female figures of the American
Revolution and the author of the History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American Revolution (1805). Itis
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a0 reported that Mercy's brother James Otis, who served on the Council, lived in the house Genard George
Washington, who was heedquartered in neerby Cambridge, is reported to have met with the Council inthe Fowle House
on Augudt 5, 1775 to discuss acritical shortage of gunpowder. Martha Washington was received in the house by the
Warrens on her way east to Cambridge the following December. Benjamin Franklin met with the Council in the house
during the winter of 1775-1776.

Records of the winter 1775-1776 a Watertown indicate thet the legidators ma six days awesk for the twelve wesks from
Wednesday, November 29, 1775 to Tueday, February 20, 1776, including Chrigmas and New Y ear's Day. Three wesks
into the sesson. Soesker James Warren wrote to Samud Adams, who was in Philade phia, reporting on the issues they
were addressng. Warren wrote, "...the Capital matters we are engaged in are regulating the Militia, paying of the
Soldiery, aiding and asssting the Quartermegter Generd in Supplying the Army with Hay and wood, two very scarce
Articles, fixing out Vessalsfor Importing Powder, etc., promoting the Manufacture of Arms and St Petre, Building
Powder Mills, and in short every thing e It is Impossible to describe the Busness we haveto do. It is Increesd,
perhaps doubled, by this Colony being 0 much the Seet of War."

While aprovince & war and in transition from colonia ruleto self governance clearly faced enormous chelenges that
provided its governing body with an unprecedented demand for decisons and a crushing burden of work, one of the mogt
unique documents executed a the Edmund Fowle House isthe Treaty of Watertown. Signed on Jduly 19, 1776, just days
after the Declaration of Independence, it has nationa significance as the first foreign treety entered into by the newly
condtituted United Statesof America. The treaty sought to establish awartime dliance between the Americansand the St
John and Mi'kmagq Tribes of the Maritime Provinces in Canada The tregty outlined the ways inwhich the Mi‘kmaq
Nation and the United Stateswould aid one ancther againgt any enemy, including Greet Britain.

The articles of thetreaty are quoted below:

WHEREAS, the United States of America, in generd Congress Assembled, have ... dedared that these United
Colonies are ... freeand independent Sates ... and ... havefull power to levy War, conclude Pesoe, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do al other Acts and things which independent States have the right to do;

WE THE GOVERNORS, of the State of Massachusatts Bay, do ... enter into and conclude the following Treety of
Friendship and Alliance, viz:

14, Wethe Governors of the said State of Massachuseits Bay, in behdf of the said State, and the other United
Saesof America on the one part, and Ambrius Var, Newdl Wallis, and Francis, ddegatesof the S. John's Tribe,
Joseph Deneguarra, Charles, Mattahu Antrane, Nicholas, John Battis, Peter Andre and Sebattis Netobcobwit,
Ddegates of the Micmac Tribeof Indians...do solemnly agreethat the people of the said State of Massachuseits
Bay, and of the other United dates of America, and of the said Tribes of Indians shdl henceforth be & pesoe with
each other, and be considered as Friends and Brothers united and alied together for their mutua defense, safety
and happiness
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2nd, That each party to this Treaty shal, and will condder the enemiesof the other as Enamies to themsdves, ad
do hereby solemnly promise and engageto and with each other, that when called upon for that purpose, they shall,
and will, to the utmogt of their ahilities, aid and assg each other againg their public Enemies, and particularly,
that the people of the said Tribe of Indians shal and will afford, and giveto the people of the ssid Sate of
Massachuseits Bay, and the people of the other United States of America, during their present war with the King
of Great Britain, all the aid and assgtance intheir power.

AND, that they the people of said Tribes of Indians shall not, and will not directly or indirectly giveany aid, or
assganceto the Troops, or Subjects, of the said King of Great Britain, or others adhering to Him, or hold any
correpondence, or carry on any Commerce with them during the present war.

3rd, That if ay robbery or outrage hgppens to be committed by any of the Subjects of the sad State of
Massachusetts Bay, or any of the United States of America, upon any of the people of said Tribes, the said Stete
shall upon proper gpplication being meade, cause satisfaction and restitution speedily to be made to the Party
injured.

4th, That if ay robbery or outrage happensto be committed by any of the said Tribes of Indians, upon any of the
Subjects of the ssid State, or of ay  of the other of the United States of America, the Tribe to which the offender,
or offenders shal belong, shall, upon proper gpplication being made, cause satisfaction and restitution gpesdily to
be medeto the Party injured.

5th, That in cage any misunderstanding, quarrd, or injury shal heppen between the said State of Massachusetts
Bay, or any other United Statesof America, and sad Tribes of Indians, or ether of them, no private revenge shdl
be taken, but a peaceable application shal be medefor redress

6th, Thet the said Tribes of Indians, shall and will furnish and supply 600 strong men out of said Tribes, or &5
many as may be, who shall without delay proceed from their saverd homes up to the Town of Boston within this
State, and from thence shall march to join the Army of the United States of America, now a New Y ork, under the
immediate command of his Excellency, Generd George Washington, there to take his orders.

7th, That eech of the Indians who shal by their respective Tribes, be gppointed to join the Army of the United
Saesof America, shdl bringwith him agood gun, and shal be dlowed One Dollar for the use of it; and in case
the Gun shdll be logt in the Service, shall be paid the vaue of it.

AND, the pay of eech Man shdl begin from the time they sail from Machias for Boston, and they shdl be
supplied with provisions, and avessd or vessasfor their pesssge up to Boston. Each private Man shdll receive
the like pay as isgiven to our own private Men. The Indians shal be formed into Companies when they arrive in
Bogton, and shall want them not exceeding the term of three years, unless Generd Washington and they shdl
agreefor alonger time.
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AND, as Josgph Denaguarra, Peter Andre and Sabattis Netobcowit, have manfully and generoudy offered to enter
immediately into the war, they shall be sent as soon as may be, to Generd Washington tojoin the Army, and shal
be conddered as entering into our pay & thetimeof arrival & New Y ork.

8th, The ddegates ebove named, who may return to their homes do promise and engage, to use their utmog
influencewith the Passamaquoddy, and other neighbouring Tribes of Indiansto persuede them to furnish, ad
supply for the said service, as many srong men of their respective Tribes as possible, and that they comedong
with those of the Tribes of St. John's Micmac.

AND, the said Governor, of the said State of Massachusatts Bay, does heréby engegeto giveto such of the
Passamaquoddy, or other neighbouring Indians, who shdl enter into the service of the United Statesof America,
the same pay and encouragement in every particular, as is above agreed to be given to the S. John's or Micmeac
Indians, and to condder them as our friendsand Brothers.

9th, That the saild State of Massachusatts Bay shall, and will furnish their Truckhouses & Machias, as soon as may
be with proper Articles for the purpose of supplying the Indians of said Tribes with the necessaries ad
conveniences of life.

10th, And the said Ddegates do hereby annul and make void all former Tregties by them or by others in behdf of
their repective Tribes madewith any other Power, State, or Parson, =0 far forth as the same shdl be repugnant to
any of the Articles contained in this Tregty.

In faith and testimony whereof we [the parties described above] hereunto put their marks and seelsin the Council
Chamber a Watertown....

It is undear where Edmund Fowle was living during the time rooms in his house were usad by the government.
Speculation hes it that he lived in part of it, possbly with his mother. The house hed been in hisfamily snce hisbirthin
1747, and in 1774, hiswife died leaving him with an infant son. While no doubt grateful for the work being done by the
men who met in his house, he did complain about the damege they causad and requested compensation. His petition
makes it dear that various committees as well as the council usd the house On December 23, 1775, he requested
payment for the use of hishouse"snce April lasf during which time it had been ameseting place for "Committees of the
Court and of Congress, and for the Office of the Clerk of the House, & ¢." On January 9, 1776, it was resolved that Fowle
would be paid four pounds, ten shillings for the "extraordinary Troublethat Committees have occasoned indtting in his
House from the first Day of Congressin this Town to this Day, and for the Expense of Wood, Candles, and Damage done
his Furniture."
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

June 18, 2007

J. Paul Loether, Chief

Nationa Higtoric Landmarks/Nationad Regiser Programs
Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

RE: Edmund Fowle House, 26-28 Marshdl Stret
Watertown (Middlesex County), Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Loether:

At the request of the Historical Society of Watertown, enclosed please find a technical
amendment to the National Register nomination for the Edmund Fowle House in
Watertown, MA, which was listed inthe Nationa Register on November 11, 1977. The
purpose of the amendment isto devate the sgnificance of the housefromthe locd to the
nationa level for its associationswith the first yeear of the American Revolution, when it
was ussd as ameeting place for the Generd Court Board.

If you have any questionsregarding the endosed amendment, pleese contact Betsy
Friedberg, National Regiger Director, of my staff.

Sincerdy,

Brona Smon
Sae Hisoric Presarvation Officer
Executive Director

M assachusetts Historical Commisson

Encdlosure

Cc. Audrey Child, Historical Society of Watertown, 24 Marshdl &., Watertown, MA
02472

David J. Ruso, Chair, Watertown Historica Commission

Michad J. Driscoll, Town Manager, 149 Main Stregt, Watertown, MA 02472

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.sate.mausmhc
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