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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Atkinson Hall's present appearance results from a face-lifting circa
1920 when two buildings were added to either side of a late-Victorian
“Brick building. At that time a Corinthian style portico and other
Classical Revival details were added to make the older building com-
patlble with similar features on the new structures. Today the re-
sulting three—bulldlng colonnaded facade with Classic Rev1va1 details
is perhaps the co%}ege s major archltectural feature. "And Atkinson
Hall is an important early example of adaptlve use where an older
building was made to blend with newer structures. Will architects

in our own generation be as imaginative?
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Atkinson Hall was built in 1896 to howwg_ygung:mbmen“bthdents of
the Georgia Normal and Industrlal College in Milledgeville. The school
was founded in 1889 spe01flcally to enable young Georgia girls with
limited means to obtain a practical education. This 'suggestion came
from Mrs. William Yates Atkinson whose husband, later Governor of
Georgia, introduced the bill creating the college; he is considered
the schoél's founder and served as President of its Board of Trustees.

The growth of the college was rewarded in 1892 by an appropriation
of $22,900; ' contracts were then let for a new dormitory. (At that
time the old Governor's Mansion was the college dormitory.) Designed
by Bruce and Morgan, architects, Atkinson Hall, named in honor of the
college s founder, was erected in 1896 in Penitentiary Square, the
original tract of land deeded to the college at its founding. The
dormitory housed 135 Students and included a parlor, dining hall and
1ﬁfifﬁ&ry ““““ No doubt the new dormitory created many student jobs -
waiting on tables, cleaning, etc.; a fundamental principle of the
college was for the glrls to work while they attended school.

Atkinson Hall. The three were madeﬂto appear one monumental structure
by adding to Atkinson a colonnadedfbortlco in the Corinthian style to »
match similar porches on the new buildings. Atkinson is now the oldest
building on_ campus and rather desperately needs renovation. It houses
the college Post Office and a student dining Hall.

Since its creation the college has undergone many changes, both in
name and purpose. Now called Georgia College at Milledgeville, it is ,
a coeducational school under the University System of Georgia. This

~growth and the changes which have ensued threaten to make Penitentiary
Square a problem area for architects and administrators attempting to
maintain the beautiful campus environment long associated with the
colonnaded buildings of which Atkinson is the focal point.
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