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The G.E. Lemmon house, built in 1908, is an example of one of the more 
typical early nineteenth century home designs. It is two stories in height 
and cubical in shape with a hip roof that features a front dormer and a single 
stack chimney on the rear slope. A mansard roofed bay window appears on the 
building's left side. The windows are rectangular in shape, double hung and 
have four sashes. The main entry is offset to the right of the front facade.

There have been only two major changes to the house: the enclosing of 
the front porch and the stuccoing of the clapboard facing. Otherwise, the 
structure exteriorly remains much the same.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the G.E. Lemmon house is that it was the residence of the man 
who helped plot and settle one of South Dakota's last towns--Lemmon. However, most 
people remember Ed Lemmon as being the embodiment of what a real cowboy was, rather 
than the mythical image many believe. The National Livestock Association gives him 
credit for handling the most cattle in a lifetime—over one million—and cutting out, 
roping and carrying to fire for branding the most cattle in one day—over nine hundred. 
Because the importance of this man to the history of western life and ranching, his 
house should be placed on the National Register.

Lemmon was born on May 23, 1857, in Bountiful,, Utah, and he remained in the west 
almost his entire life. During his early years he lived at such places as a Central 
Overland Stage Stop in Nebraska, Union Pacific Railroad camps and at J.W. IIiff's, the 
Wyoming cattle king's ranch. His years on the frontier are chronicled in his autobio­ 
graphy Boss Cowman: The Recollections of Ed Lemmon, 1857-1946. This book tells of a 
man who was a cowhand, trail rider, wagon boss, range manager and ranch owner. He was 
known for managing the largest fenced pasture in the world—865,000 acres—and for 
bossing the biggest single roundup in history.'

Late in 1907, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad reached the newly 
established town of Lemmon. Its namesake had owned this land and sold 163 acres for 
$3,260 to the railroad plus the right to have first choice of the lots. In 1908 the 
boss cowman sold all his cattle interests and moved to town, yet he continued working 
in the saddle for another fifteen years. In 1946, at the age of 89, Ed Lemmon, one of 
the state's greatest cowboys, died.

In 1958 the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, then in its first year, named G.E. Lemmon 
and another as the first South Dakota members to this most important cowboy shrine.

Lemmon, Boss Cowman: The Recollection of Ed Lemmon 1857-1946, ed. 
Nellie Snyder Yost (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 
1969), pp. vii.
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