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The Big Meadow Ranch House, an 1875 Italianate structure is a two-story symmetrical 
house topped by a low pitched hipped roof and decorated with ornate jigsaw cutout 
window moldings and cornerboards.

The vacant house was recently moved one-and-one-half miles from its original site 
to the edge of the Big Meadow Ranch to allow for its reuse as a county museum. The 
house remains in a rural setting at the edge of the town of Lovelock and is now 
accessible to the public. The original landscaping will be recreated with a simple 
lawn outlined by several trees.

The formally balanced exterior is sided in shiplap originally painted white. The 
exterior is decorated with stilted segmental arch moldings surrounding double-hung 
wooden windows. The vertical windows have one over one lights with rounded edges 
on the top of the upperlight. The window moldings and the cornerboards are decorat­ 
ed with jigsaw cutout patterns. The main entrance consists of ornate Victorian 
double doors and a transom above, both with frosted glass surrounded by cutout mold­ 
ing.

The five-bay facade is covered the full length of the first floor by a screened-in 
porch. The porch has square columns decorated with brackets and fretwork along the 
cornice.

A one-story addition (20 f x30 T ) with shiplap siding and a hipped roof has been added 
to the building in the rear.

The 30'xAO 1 house has a symmetrical floor plan with a central hallway.and stairs 
running the length of the house from the front door. Each floor is divided into 
four large ro6ms. The interior of the buildings has skillfully wood-grained doors, 
gold-leafed and wood-grained moldings, plaster ceiling medallions, and a marble 
fireplace.

The building is in good shape with only minor changes and minimal deterioration.
Two windows have been altered and are being restored to their original configuration,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Big Meadow Ranch House is significant as an Italiaiiate style residence, as the most 
prominent ranch house in the Lovelock Valley, and for its association with Colonel 
Joseph Marzen.

The house is an outstanding example of the Italianate style of architecture in Nevada. 
It is representative of the style in that it is a two story rectangular building with 
a characteristic vertical emphasis. It has a formal balance accentuated by pronounced 
window moldings, cornerboards, and other details. The building has the typical low 
pitched hipped roof with wide eaves supported by large double brackets.

This ranch house is one of the finest houses built in rural central Nevada during the 
late 1800s. While most ranch houses were very functional, the Marzen residence is a 
spacious^ elegant, and highly stylized piece of architecture. It reflects the fact 
that Colonel Marzen was one of the most prosperous ranchers in Nevada.

Colonel Joseph Marzen built the Big Meadows Ranch House in 1875 as his residence and 
developed the surrounding area into a large ;and prosperous ranch..! Joseph Marzen 
(1828-1916) came to Nevada in 1863 and took up the trade of butcher in Virginia City. 
The year 1873 marked his first visit to the Lovelock Valley, when he .drove in several 
thousand head of cattle. He returned two years later to purchase land in the Big 
Meadows area and build a home. Marzen irrigated the land using the nearby Humboldt 
River and created rich fields of alfalfa^ wheat, and pasture out of what was once only 
sagebrush. At the same time, Marzen built the finest residence in the valley for his 
home.

By 1905, Marzen owned 3,580 acres in the valley; over 1,500 in alfalfa, 100 in wheat, 
and the balance in pasture. A prize-winning herd of Shorthorn cattle as well as 30 
dairy cows grazed the pastures. Marzen gained prominence as a rancher and a live­ 
stock breeder in Nevada. He was known throughout the State for his excellent breeds 
in cattle and horses.

Marzen was also a stockholder in and President of the Lovelock Creamery, the most im­ 
portant industry in the valley. He served as Colonel in the State National Guard, 
thus gaining his title, and in 1885, Marzen was appointed by the Governor to the first 
State Board of Agriculture.

The ranch and the house has been owned by several prominent people since Colonel 
Marzen including Louis Aloys Friedman, the Baldwin estate, and Raymond Lewis Knisley.
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