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At the time of Fort Adams' occupancy, there were ex-
tensive buildings on the site. These structures consisted of a
blockhouse and a watchtower situated upon the summit of the
bluff almost three hundred feet above and overlooking the Mis-
sissippi River. The magazine was located at the foot of the
bluff, and nearer the river was the battery. A road connected
the three principal locations by descending the bluff on the
east side and spiraling onto the glacis below and to the maga-
zine and battery west of the bluff. This road also served the
landing on the bank of the river near the battery.

With the exception of brick rubble, no visible evi-
dence of the fort remains today. However, a team of archaeo-
logists from the Smithsonian Institute visited the site in 1960
and discovered the inground remains of the foundations. At
this time, the archaeologists were able to establish and verify
the extent of the structures at the fort.

The fort site is on the south edge of the present day
community of Fort Adams, which is named, of course, for the
nineteenth century fort. The glacis of the fort which encom-
passed the battery and magazine is in cultivation, but the sum-
mit where the blockhouse and watchtower stood is overgrown by
forests. If one climbs to the summit and overlooks the broad
Mississippi and into the flat lands of Louisiana, it is readily
apparent why Captain Isaac Guion chose this spot for America's

frontier picket. i
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While commander of Fort Adams, Wilkinson performed valu-
able services to the United States. He was instrumental in se-
curing treaties with the Indians for post roads, land, and an
overland route to the Yazoo River. He also obtained permission
from the Spanish for passage and deposit of American goods at the
port of New Orleans.

Fort Adams served as a port of entry, with collection
agents stationed at the garrison to collect duties for all goods
entering the territory by way of the Mississippi River. Before
the duty was abolished June 30, 1802, $59,029.29 was collected on
tonnage shipped into the Mississippi District.

The village of Wilkinsonburgh, with a saw mill, several
stores and dwellings for the families of the garrison, grew up
immediately adjoining the lands of Fort Adams proper. Fort Adams
was also the setting of Edward Everett Hale's story The Man With-
out a Country (1863).

The existence of the fort as a military outpost was short
lived because of the Louisiana Purchase. When the United States
purchased the whole of France's American territory from Napoleon
in 1802, the garrison reached its peak in strength. Since opposi-
tion was expected from the Spanish, who were still in possession
of New Orleans, troops were sent to bolster the small garrison and
to accompany the commissioners to New Orleans for the transfer
ceremony. The Spanish, however, although offering little coopera-
tion, did not actively resist. The movement of troops to New
Orleans left the fort with a complement of only twelve men and a
lieutenant, but it continued as a military establishment until
1810.
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Rowland, Eron, com., Life, Letters and Papers of William Dunbar,
Pioneer Scientist of the Southern United States. Jack-
son, Mississippi: Press of the Mississippi Histroical

Society, 1930, pp. 149, 150, 184, 186, 216.

Rowland, Dunbar, ed., Executive Jourmals of Governor Winthrop
Sargent and Governor William Charles Cole Claiborne.
The Mississippi Territorial Archives, 1798-1803, Vol. I.
Nashville, Tennessee: Press of Brandon Printing Co.,

1905, pp. 365, 378, 420, 443, 480, 583, 586, 587, 591.

Rowland, Dunbar, ed., Mississippi: Comprising Sketches of Coun- :

ties, Towns, Events, Institution, and Persons, Arranged
in Cyclopedic Form. Vol. I. Atlanta, 1907, p. 728.

Warren, Harry, '"Chickasaw Traditions, Customs, Etc.'" DPublications

of the Mississippi Historical Society, Vol. 8 (1904),

p. 574.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site of Fort Adams, twenty miles west of Woodville on
the Mississippi River, was strategically important to the
American frontier during the Mississippi territorial period.
The fort, closer to the Spanish territory than any other army
post, controlled all traffic up or down the Mississippi. / The
ground chosen for the fortifications by Captain Isaac gyfgn was
situated high enough to offer prospects of reasonable Kealth
and to afford an excellent defensive position. The fort was
also in close proximity to the new national boundary of 31°
latitude.

In 1798 following the expedition of Guion, President John
Adams ordered Brigadier General James Wilkinson to move a body
of troops to the site and to investigate the possibilities of
constructing fortifications. Wilkinson arrived at Natchez on
September 27, 1798, with a flotilla of twenty-seven barges con-
taining soldiers and their equipment and moved on to the site
shortly thereafter.

By late 1799, eighty thousand dollars had been expended
in the construction of the fort, which contained a battery of
cannon, a magazine and barracks for the garrison. This new
fort, named in honor of President John Adams, occupied the
point of land previously known by the French as Roche ¥ Davion
("Davion's Rock") and more recently as "Loftus Heights™ by the
British.

kingon, a man of much intrigue and mystery. He had been in-
volved in an unsuccessful scheme to overthrow George Washington
during the Revolutionary War and had later conspired with Spain
for the control of the Southwest territory, even to the point
of swearing allegiance to the Spanish government. General Wil-
kinson was also investigated in Aaron Burr's alleged conspiracy
to establish an empire in Mexico or the Southwest. During his
stormy military career, Wilkinson received two court-martials.

g/The first commander of Fort Adams was General James Wil-
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