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St. Patrick's Church, built in 1868, is a one-room church of frame construction, 
34 f x 66', with a 24' x 12' sacristy at the rear. The side elevations are 
broken into five bays by tall, round-arched stained glass windows in plain 
wooden surrounds. A small rose window is located over the altar. The 
gable roof is low-pitched, with partially-returned cornices. Of particular 
note is the unusual tapered belltower, centered in the front facade, which 
also serves as the narthex. The bellchamber has round-arched, louvred open­ 
ings and a small hipped roof surmounted by a cross.

The interior of the church once contained hardwood flooring and a ceiling 
decorated with a variety of stencil motifs. Carpet now covers the floor, 
and modern acoustic tile has replaced the original ceiling.

The church is located in a rural area, in the northeast corner of Madison 
County. A cemetery is situated behind the church, and the immediate area 
is grass with a few clusters of trees. The setting is pastoral, with some 
timber, pasture, and land under cultivation. The church is situated on 
rather high ground, from which one may obtain a fine view of the country­ 
side, particularly to the south and east. Land included in this nomination 
is approximately 20 acres, which encompasses the churchyard, cemetery (which 
contains the graves of many of the first parishioners), and rectory, a 
late 19th-century frame building of no intrinsic historical interest.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Patrick's Church is significant for its association with the "Irish Settlement", 
a rural community of Irish immigrants established in this area in the early 1850's. 
The phenomenon of rural Irish settlement has long been overshadowed by the undeniably 
greater interest in the many Irish who concentrated in urban areas, or has found 
expression in duscussion of organized colonization efforts in Nebraska and Minnesota. 
In Iowa, however, there were several Irish farm communities established during the 
19th century, including Garryowen (Jackson Co.), Emmetsburg Twp. (Palo Alto Co.), 
Washington Twp, (Clinton Co.), Neola Twp. (Pottawattamie Co.), and the Irish 
Settlement in Lee and Crawford Twps. (Madison Co.) and Linn and Jefferson Twps. (Warren 
Co.).

The settlement's founder was Fr. Timothy Mullen, who, at the direction of Bishop 
Mathias Loras of Dubuque came to Polk County in 1850 to minister to scattered Catholics 
around Fort Des Moines, and, apparently, to purchase land for the establishment of 
a colony in the central Iowa area (Iowa Republican 4 Dec. 1850). The settlement, 
southwest of Des Moines,was first cited in 1850 as "our new colony", augmented in 
1853 by "several families" brought in by Mullen himself (History, pp. 4-5). Many of 
the earliest families appear to have come via Wisconsin (Iowa ins. Census, 1856; 
History, pp. 9-10), perhaps first drawn to the state through organized recruiting 
efforts in Milwaukee (the Irish National Emigration Society had an office there by 
1849 (McDonald, pp. 20-21)). Southern and western Wisconsin held concentrations 
of these Irish farmers (McDonald, p. 83), and by their relative proximity to the 
Dubuque diocese may have heard of the settlement in central Iowa. Other Irish who 
came to the settlement during the first, formative decade, had been residents, however 
briefly, of Canada or New York (Iowa. MS. Census, 1860; History pp. 9-10).

By 1860 the Irish Settlement extended informally over four townships in two counties, 
with 40 families in Madison County (Calkin, p. 59). By 1870 there were 63 Irish- 
American families in Madison County, and a new church, built in 1868 under Fr. John 
F. Brazill. The extent of St. Patrick's parish in 1874 is suggested by a list of 
towns from which parishioners travelled to church here: it included Winterset, Boone- 
ville, St. Mary's, and Churchville. St. Patrick's remained the focal point of the 
area's Irish-American religious life until about 1884, when the parish was divided 
at the North River, all members south of which thereafter were associated with a 
new parish at Churchville in Warren County. At about that time, too, a church was opened 
at St. Mary's, further depleting St. Patrick's congregation, and yet another, in 
Winterset (History, p. 8).
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In the subsequent history of St. Patrick's Church, the trend was toward an increas­ 
ingly smaller congregation, due to families moving into towns, and, particularly 
in the 20th century, to farm consolidation which decreased the number of farms 
while substantially increasing their acreage. Mass is still celebrated at St. 
Patrick's, however, and, although few in number, many of today's parishioners 
are descendants of the original Irish settlers.


