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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sandy Spring Friends Meeting House is located on 
the east side of Meeting House Lane just south of the 
intersection of Maryland Route 108 and Meeting House Lane in 
the center of Sandy Spring, Maryland.

This is a large, Flemish bond, brick, Federal-styled 
Quaker Meeting House, built in 1817. It is six bays long 
and three deep and two-and-a-half stories in height, with 
a broad, steeply-pitched (approximately 45°) "A" roof. There 
are two doors on the west, occupying the second bay toward 
the center from each end. There is also a door in the central 
bay of each facade of the building. All the doors have over- 
lights, flat, brick arches, and each is a three-panel double 
door. All the windows have flat, brick arches. On the first 
story they are twelve over twelve and on the second, twelve 
over eight; each contains old, bubbly glass. On the exterior 
wall of the structure there are four windows set high in the 
wall between the first floor and the interior "gallery" 
levels. The interior is entirely open with a flat ceiling 
under which is the paneled and plastered gallery, in excellent 
condition, supported on simple, square posts.

The Sandy Spring Friends Meeting House stands in a 
grove of large trees, near the urban center of Sandy Spring 
in Montgomery County. The nine acres designated affords pro­ 
tection for this serene, tranquil, meeting house site away 
from the rapidly developing metropolitan Washington, D. C. 
suburbia.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Several figures of national importance the first Presi­ 
dent of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the inventor of an 
early refrigerator and an innovational deep plow; the designer 
of the first iron hull steamboat, a surveyor of the Louisiana 
Purchase; the authoress-designer of a mid-nineteenth-century 
cookbook and of seals used by the United States House of 
Representatives and the Senate respectively were associated 
with the Sandy Spring Friends Meeting House. They shared a 
common Quaker heritage as well as family ties with three 
"founding" families of the Meeting and the Sandy Spring area 
of Montgomery County, the Brookes, the Thomases and the 
Snowdens.

From the vantage point of Quaker history the 1828 visit 
to the Meeting House of Elias Hicks (1748-1830), the Quaker 
reformer, is in significant perspective. Hicks' oratory 
which expounded a new religious outlook that was man-centered 
rather than Jesus-centered and which occurred contemporan­ 
eously with an upsurge of evangelism, let to a "schism" in 
the Quaker faith and to the subsequent decision of the 
Sandy Spring Meeting to support Hicks' "liberal" views rather 
than older "orthodox" Quaker tenents.

Philip Evan Thomas who ascended to national prominence 
as the first President of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
was related to the Thomas family, one of the founding families 
of the Sandy Spring Meeting House. His family was instru­ 
mental in the construction of the brick Meeting House.

Thomas Moore was known for his successful agricultural 
experiments on his model farm and for his inventions, a 
revolutionary-type deep plow and a portable refrigerator. He 
married Mary Brooke, a descendant of James Brooke, the first 
settler of Sandy Spring. The first meetings of the Sandy 
Spring Friends took place at his residence.

Moore's talents included engineering: he constructed a 
causeway in the Potomac River from Mason's Island to the 
Virginia shore; he laid out part of the National Road for the

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State jj£| Local Q

Name C/X-VaA\cW 1 ^M^G^J^ *0

Orlando Ridout IV 

Title State Liaison Officer
for Maryland 

Date February 7, 1972

STATE CODE

Maryland 24

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology andHJyforic Preservation
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Library of Congress 
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

War Department; and he was Chief Engineer for the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal and for the James River (Virginia) Canal.

Thomas Moore's brother-in-law, Isaac Biggs, operated 
the first school in Sandy Spring, helped to implement Pierre 
L'Enfant's design for Washington, and participated in the 
initial survey of the Louisiana Purchase. A third brother-in- 
law, Caleb Bently, was a clockmaker, silversmith, farmer, 
merchant and first postmaster of Brookeville, (Montgomery 
County), Maryland. Bently sheltered President James Madison 
and Attorney General Richard Rush on their flight from burning 
Washington, D. C. in the War of 1812.

Mary Mathews Brooke, a Quaker minister who traveled ex­ 
tensively for the Friends, raised John Elgar, the builder of 
the first iron-hull steamboat. Mrs. Brooke rode with Elgar 
on the maiden voyage up the Susquehanna River. Another Brooke 
descendant, Elizabeth Brooke Ellicott, corresponded with Dolly 
Payne Maddison. Her daughter, Betsy Ellicott Lea, wrote 
Domestic Cookery, Useful Recipes, Hints to the Young House­ 
holders (1851), a well-used nineteenth-century cookbook.

Although not directly related to the founding families of 
Sandy Spring Meeting, Edward Stabler, the engraver of the 
present (1971) seals used by the Department of the Interior and 
the Peabody Institute (Baltimore), had close ties to the 
meeting. Stabler, in his day, designed seals used by the 
Treasury Department, the House of Representatives, the Senate 
(press and counter seal only), the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
the Smithsonian Institution and the Post Office Department. 
His mother, a pillar of the Meeting, braved the hazardous 
journey to the first Yearly Meeting of Western Friends (1813) 
in Ohio in order to represent the Quakers of Sandy Spring.

(1 of 2 continuation sheets)
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