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ARHTECTURL. S GNH CANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).
'e o '@ Noe o y ,eo'ee
» The Narragansett Mill of 1872 was thethird t obe constructedi nthe northern
section of thecity, an area which becane available for industrial devel opment
with theadvent of steam power. The site, originally 21 acres purchased from
"' Job T. Wlson and others, i sof interest because i t was not adjacent t o any body
of water and was suppliedby a large brick well. The mill buildings are surrounded
by an early iron fence with granite curb and posts and stand along a main thorough-
fare within a densely settled neighborhood. The Narragansett Mill conmplexi s
architecturally distinctive because of i ts unity of style and materials, fine ty
wor kmanshi p and remarkably intact quality. The buildings areconstructed al nost
eentirely of brick, which was nmore economcal than granite t otransport tosites
in this northern section. The faintly Romanesque influence i stypical of brick
mlls i nthis third, or expansion periodi nthecity's mll architecture. The
main mill of 1872 i s5 stories highwith aslightly pitched roof and neasures

3000 X 75' (TheBarlow Insurance Plan of 1877 lists thelength as 200 feet at that time)
(Continued)

HSTARCAL. SGNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what causedTt;

and howit affected conmunity; be specific). -

The Narragansett Mill was organized i n1871during a period of extraordlnarlly rapid
expansion of thecity's textile manufacturing industry. | twas capitalized at

$400, 000, an anount relatively small for this boomera. Anmong theprincipal

organi zers were A Dorrance Easton, first president; James Waring, first treasurer;
and Dani el MGowan. The conpany specialized i nmking print cloth and corset jeans
but did not dye their cloth on thepremses. The cloth was sold directly froman
office within theconplex and through t he New York broker of Coffin, Altenmus S Co.
The original mill had a capacity of 27,920 spindles and 700 | oons. At its peak at
the turn of thecentury, theconpany reached a capacity of about 44, 600 spindles :
and 1,250 looms. | tcontinued i nbusiness until 1929, when t heproperty was sold. A’
It i spresently used as amill outlet store.
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B Bl A3y and/ or REFHRENES

Fall River and |t slIndustries, p. 136
Phillips'" History of Fall River, p. 128
History of Bristol County, M\ p. 319
1920 Corporate Millyard Plans

Barlow Insurance Plans, No. 4806, 1877.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmuni ty: For mNb:
MASSAQIUSETTS HISTORICAL (CMASSON Fall River, Miss. 21O o) 30
Office of the Secretary, Bogon s-11-1

Property Name: Narragansett Mills

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, .

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE ( Continuation)

Detailing includes wooden brackets, granite quoins andsills, and 12/12 wi ndows with
brick relieving arches seti nrepeating recessed bays. The 1872picker house and an
1872 5-story rear el | have also survived, along with an 1879 machi ne shop, 1879 office,
1888 wood cloth room 1889 engine house andboiler house, and 1895 2-story weave shed
(240" X 160" ) with a sawtooth roof andrear wall buttresses. O these the 2-story

machi ne shop at thefront center of theconplex andthedetached 2-story officeare
the nost notable. Both retain their decorative wooden brackets, brick quoins and
slightly projecting brick hood lintels. Theoffice has been painted.

The Narragansett Mill, a handscneintact brick m|l was organized during tlie city's
greatest expansion period; it neets Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of
Historic Places.
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Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

m Pescription

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/Integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

nmt stgnMe
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completeness

clarity
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9. Major Bibliographical References
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