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y ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

'• • '• .V. • • y . ••'•• 
„ The Narragansett M i l l of 1872 was the t h i r d t o be constructed i n the northern 

section of the c i t y , an area which became available f o r i n d u s t r i a l development 
with the advent of steam power. The s i t e , o r i g i n a l l y 21 acres purchased from 

", Job T. Wilson and others, i s of i n t e r e s t because i t was not adjacent to any body 
of water and was supplied by a large brick w e l l . The m i l l buildings are surrounded 
by an early i r o n fence with granite curb and posts and stand along a main thorough­
fare w i t h i n a densely s e t t l e d neighborhood. The Narragansett M i l l complex i s 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e because of i t s unity of s t y l e and materials, f i n e ty 
workmanship and remarkably i n t a c t q u a l i t y . The buildings are constructed almost 

• e n t i r e l y of br i c k , which was more economical than granite t o transport t o sites '* 
i n t h i s northern section. The f a i n t l y Romanesque influence i s t y p i c a l of bric k 
m i l l s i n t h i s t h i r d , or expansion period i n the c i t y ' s m i l l architecture. The 
main m i l l of 1872 i s 5 stories high with a s l i g h t l y pitched roof and measures 
300' X 75' (The Barlow Insurance Plan of 1877 l i s t s the length as 200 feet at that time) 

(Continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what causedTt; 
and how i t affected community; be specific). . . - * 
The Narragansett M i l l was organized i n 1871 during a period of ex t r a o r d i n a r i l y rapid 
expansion of the c i t y ' s t e x t i l e manufacturing industry. I t was capitalized at 
$400,000, an amount r e l a t i v e l y small f o r t h i s boom era. Among the p r i n c i p a l ' 
organizers were A. Dorrance Easton, f i r s t president; James Waring, f i r s t treasurer; . 
and Daniel McGowan. The company specialized i n making p r i n t c l o t h and corset jeans 
but did not dye t h e i r c l o t h on the premises. The c l o t h was sold d i r e c t l y from an 
o f f i c e w i t h i n the complex and through the New York broker of Coffin , Altemus S Co. 
The o r i g i n a l m i l l had a capacity of 27,920 spindles and 700 looms. At i t s peak at 
the turn of the century, the company reached a capacity of about 44,600 spindles , 
and 1,250 looms. I t continued i n business u n t i l 1929, when the property was sold. A ' 
I t i s presently used as a m i l l o u t l e t store. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL (:CM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

F a l l River, Mass. 

Form No: 
S-lO-8/34 
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Property Name: Narragansett M i l l s 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, y. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) 

Detailing includes wooden brackets, granite quoins and s i l l s , and 12/12 windows with 
br i c k r e l i e v i n g arches set i n repeating recessed bays. The 1872 picker house and an 
1872 5-story rear e l l have also survived, along with an 1879 machine shop, 1879 o f f i c e , 
1888 wood c l o t h room, 1889 engine house and b o i l e r house, and 1895 2-story weave shed 
(240'X 160') with a sawtooth roof and rear w a l l buttresses. Of these the 2-story 
machine shop at the f r o n t center of the complex and the detached 2-story o f f i c e are 
the most notable. Both r e t a i n t h e i r decorative wooden brackets, brick quoins and 
s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g brick hood l i n t e l s . The o f f i c e has been painted. 

The Narragansett M i l l , a handscme intact brick m i l l was organized during tJie city's 
greatest expansion period; i t meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 


