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I I Excellent B Good Q Fair Deteriorated CH Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

13 Altered • Unaltered 

( C h e c k O n e ) 
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The Richard Sparrow House faces north on Summer Street and i s located i n the 
Town Square-Town Brook Historic D i s t r i c t . Here, the land slopes down from 
aiommer Street to Town Brook and i s terraced with gardens and springs at the 
Dase of the h i l l . Just to the west of the house i s the 1684 Jenney House. 

rhe Sparrow House consists of two clearl y defined sections, the o r i g i n a l 1640 
structure and the later 1750 addition. The o r i g i n a l section of the 2h story 
louse i s three bays wide and one deep, with a steeply pitched roof, casement 
windows, and an unadorned entranceway. The floorplan i s one room over one 
room. The f i r s t f l o o r i s comprised of a "Great H a l l " with a large fireplace 
at the west end. The entry opens onto a steep s t a i r i n front of the chimney, 
leading up to the second f l o o r bedroom. A lean-to was added later i n the 
L7th c. to the rear of the house, giving i t a s a l t box p r o f i l e . I n 1750 a 
small 2h story extension was added to the west side beyomid the chimney. A 
two-story ridge roof e l l was la t e r extended to the rear of t h i s addition. 
Cn the early 19th c. the 1640 and 1750 units were divided to form a double 
louse, and a west entrance and s t a i r h a l l was added to the 1750 structure. 

[n 1933 the e a r l i e r house was restored with clapboard siding on the facade, 
shingles on the other elevations, leaded sash, and an entrance door. The 
oak "A" frame roof, with purlins and v e r t i c a l roofers, was lowered to i t s 
o r i g i n a l p i t c h , which had been modified when the 1750 addition was made. The 
L750 addition i s three bays wide and one deep. Windows are a l l 6/6 sash and 
:he entrance door has a f l a t pediment and plain p i l a s t e r s . The facade i s 
covered with red clapboards and the other elevations are unpainted shingles. 
'?he p i t c h of the roof i s almost i d e n t i c a l with that of the e a r l i e r house. 
'[^le Sparrow House gives the appearance of two separate units with a common 
joining w a l l . 

• V-,-. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F SIGNI F IC ANC E . . •. 

The Richard Sparrow House i s the oldest house i n Plymouth and one of the old 
est i n New England. I t s most notablfe feature i s i t s f i r s t f l o o r i n t e r i o r . 

The "Great H a l l " contains the only known 17th c. fireplace that i s s t i l l 
i n t a c t . The large brick chimney, set i n i t s o r i g i n a l c^ay m o r t a r o r i g i n a l 

up to j u s t above the a t t i c f l o o r , but was lat e r VBui I t up through the 
roof. The huge fireplace opening has rounded corners, corner oven, a herrinc 
bone-patterned d r a f t , 12"xl4" oak l i n t e l , and o r i g i n a l coved soffe t to end 
g i r t . The upper le v e l plates of the gunstock corner posts are cased on t h e i i 
face with elaborate shadow-mould pine boards; t h i s i s the only known example 
of decoration of t h i s sort i n New England. The room also contains i t s o r i g i ­
nal single layer f l o o r boards, which reach a width of 28". 

The house was b u i l t by Richa^-Sparrow who, with his wife,Pandora, and son, 
Jonathan, arrived i n Plymouth i n 1632. I n 1651 Richard gave his house to 
Jonateiaan and removed his c a t t l e farm to Truro on Cape Cod. ;.; 

• > v . 
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F7m2if) ' JUL 2 8 1983 

• Gilbert V. Boro 
^^^naging General Partner ; 
Brockton Center Associates - ^ 
77 North ^'ashington Street 
Boston, M^sachusej^ 0211** 

I r Dear Mr. Boro: ^<=»^-^'^'*^ 

PROPERTY: Howard Block, 93-97 Main Street, Brockton„\Massachusetts 

I ' ' . CONTROL NUMBER: 0257-S2-MA-S2-0260 

TAXPAYER'S IDENTIFICATION NU '̂!BER: 092-30-2129 ; 

My review of your appeal requesting reversal of the decision of the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Office, National Park Service, denying certification for the rehabilitation 
work on the Howard Block has been concluded. This appeal was made under 

; ̂  , Department of the Interior regulations 36 CFR Part 67.10 for purposes of Federal 
' historic preservation tax incentives contained in section 212'J of the Tax Reform Act 

of 1976, section 701 (f) of the Revenue Act of 1978, and section 212 of the Economic 
Recovery Tax Act of 1981. I want to thank you and your associates for providing, in 
your letter of May 2, 1983, a complete written account of the factors involved in 
your rehabilitation decisions, and for meeting with me in Washington on June 22. 
After carefully considering the facts of the case, I have determined that the historic 
character of the Howard Block has not been maintained through the rehabilitation 
and that the project does not meet the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for 
Rehabilitation." The March 18 decision of the regional office, therefore, is hereby 
sustained. 

* My decision to sustain the regional office's denial of certification is that the 
rebuilding with entirely nev/ materials of the second through fourth floors of the 
primary facade to an approximation of its nineteenth century appearance is not 

: sufficient to preserve the historic character of the Howard Block. I realize that 
most of the character defining features of this bull ding—the fenestration, brickwork 
and storefront—were either altered or missing at the time of your rehabilitation. In 
my opinion, the nineteenth century integrity of this building has been so seriously 
eroded, even before your rehabilitation, as to raise doubts concerning the 
appropriateness of its continued listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
As the building presently exists, the only remaining historic fabric is the rear wall, 
two party walls (which have been sandblasted to remove the plaster, thus altering 
their historic appearance), portions of the structural system, the cornice and quoins, 
and some of the brick along the sides of the primary facade. 



Gilbert V, Boro 2 

Because of the building's condition prior to your rehabilitation, great care was 
necessary to preserve the remaining fabric and historic appearance of the building. 
Replacement of these missing architectural features should have been based on the 
accurate duplication of their nineteenth century apearance, as is stated in Standard 
6. As a result of your rehabilitation, the brickwork does not match the visual 
appearance of the remaining original brick along the sides and cornice, the new bric3c 
is not keyed into the original brick, the fourth floor windows have been reduced in 
height, and the new, ornamented window lintels on the third and fourth floors do not 
match the originals. The one-over-one replacement sash featuring a smaller lower 
sash with a horizontal meeting rail at the lower third of the window opening, and 
window air conditioners also differs from the historic window treatment. The 
cumulative effect of these reconstructed features and the new window treatment 
alters of the overall character and appearance of the building. Therefore, the 
rehabilitation does not meet Standards 2 and 6 and cannot be a certified **• 
rehabiltation. 

Should you become involved in furture rehabilitation projects of historic buildings, I 
strongly urge you to contact the appropriate National Park Service Regional Office 
early in the planning stage. As the Department of the Interior regulations state, my 
decision is the final administrative decision regarding rehabilitation certification. 

Sincerely, ' . , 'r"-'-' --f" 

CsgdJ Ernest A. Connally yt " 

Ernest Allen Connafly, : 1 / 
Chief Appeals Officer 

cc:MA-SHPO 

bcc: MARO-Harrison M j^. 
SOL-Hanslin, Main Interior, Rm. 65^2 
if2i^-ConnalIy, 1100 L St., Rm. 5111 
^2^^ Johnson 
^̂ 2̂ .̂SASIC FILE RETAINED IN f^lk 

FN?i3TRM0JR5:mg:7/22/S3:3'f3-9585 (JT 2, "Boro2") 
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Hon. Michael J. Harrington 
Hon, Torbcrt H, ItacDonald 
Hon. Gerry E. Studds 
Regional Director, North v , 

Atlantic Region 
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hon, John F, X, Davoren 
Secretary of the Conjnonwealth 
Chainnon, Massachusetts historical 
Conmilsslon 

AO Beacon Street 
Xloston, MaseachuGetts 02108 


