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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The New Ulm Post Office building was built in 1909 and is still 
in use. It is excellently preserved. Overall measurements o£ the struc 
ture are: 72' 5" long, 55' wide, total height 59'.

The original exterior design and construction of the building are 
singularily unique. The structure is of alte^atj.n£jcjgjurses of deep 
red tough brick and grey-white terra cotta stone, a manufactured con 
crete stone. Below the fiassdt floor, the exterior walls aue of brick and 
granite to the ground level.

The main entrance is on Center Street and faces south. On this 
side the doorway has a Doric pediment and cornice aadi squared columns. 
An additional entrance is on Broadway, facing west. A driveway and 
parking area are provided around the building on the two off street 
sides. The building is one^and one half sdjorids high with a steep slate 
roof and steeply stfipped end gables topped by long blflnt finials that are 
well above the roof ridge. The end gables have matching stepped-up 
windows. The broad side facing Center Street has three steep roofed 
gables. In each there are corresponding pairs of oblong windows. 
The center gable on this side is as highjfthe roof ridge, and a brick 
work design graduates up the stepped roof to the fi.nl al peak. This 
design matches the rounded window tops of the gable. The gables to 
either side of the denter one on the broad side are lower and are 
decorated with scroll work instead of stepped sides, and they are topped 
by pedimented pinnacles. All three gables on this side also have a 
circular sfcone/inset on the same level above the windows.
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Renaissance style is reflected in the freedom o'tf expression and 
the excellence of the design in the building. Specifically German 
Renaissance, originally from France and the Low Countries, is shown in 
the individuality of the design, the stepped gables, the decorative de4- 
tails, and the combined use of brick and stone. Renaissance Baroque 
details are evident in the decoration, such as scrolls, cartouches, and 
in the feeling of upward thrust, steep roof pitch, and the use of Ma 
terials .

The unique character of this building results primarily from the 
unusually steep roof, flanked by the stepped gable and dormer ends. 
It lacks grace and refinement yet is brutally dramatic. The exterior has 
a dignified control of expression and is a worthy and notable 
ment in desiga that should be preserved.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building reflects the origins of the founders^ of New Him 
in 1854. These first settlers came from an area of Europe which 
included Wurtemberg, Bavaria, Bohemia, Hesse£ Luxemburg, and Swit 
zerland. They were skilled artisans, expert stone masons and brick 
workers. In their structures in the vicinity of New Him before the 
turn of the century they adapted various elements of design from their 
homelands, as well as adding innovations of their own creation. They 
expressed their individualityin&methods of construetion? orna 
mentation, and design. No pure style emerged in their buildings, 
but a "New Ulm" s£yle is discernible in their work from the 1860 f s 
to about 1900. The post office exterior reflects the same freedom 
in design as well as the predominant background.of the settlers.

Funds for the Post Office in New Ulm were approved by Congress 
in ._19()6, and the site was purchased the same yeari Originally the 
appropriation was for $39,000. It is said that when the tentative 
plans were received in New Ulm there was a most vigorous protest 
becausi they "showed a lack of architectural beauty. 11- - A subsequent 
omnibus bill added $20,000 for a total of $50,000*X^New plans were 
drawn. The supervising architect was^ames KnoaHraylor o£ Washing 
ton. The contractors were Stewart and Hager of Janesville, Wis 
consin. Designed with the German background of New Ulm in .mind, 
the building was completed and opened in 1910.

Significantly, for the first thirty years not even a sign was 
allowed to mar the exterior details. Even today the only identi 
fication on the building is a small, unobtl/sive "New Ulm, Minnesota 
Post Officer" An iiapesing structure in the central city, the building 
has sufficient surrounding ppen space. It is eye arresting and 
pleasing. It blends with the other characteristic buildings scat 
tered through the city. It ifteih&s mo&ib interesting and popular 
landmark in New Ulm.



Historical Secords, Brown County Historical Museum, New Ulxn, 
Minnesota,

includes correspondence, newspaper clippings, original archi 
tectural drawings, and photographs from beginning of construction to 
date
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NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION

CaTin and .Page
DATE

-. March 18f 1Q7Q
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

. St. Paul ,22,

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National D State Xll 'Local Q

Name

Title Director, Minn. Hist. Soc.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Bate
APR 2 8 1970

ATTEST:

Bate March 25, 1970 Date

Ceeper of The~Na^ion^l Register

APR 13 "
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SOURCE:
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1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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