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1. Name
historic Brown-Proctor House

and/or common

2. Location
street & number 208 ^ Stjpeet- not for publication

city, town Scottsboro NA_ vicinity of congressional district

state Alabama code 01 county Jackson code 071

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district _ xpublic
y building(s) private

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object N/Ain process

being considered

Status
occupied

_ X unoccupied 
work in progress

Accessible
xyes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

_x_dttier: vacant

4. Owner off Property

name City of Scottsboro

street & number Scottsboro Heritage Center P. 0. Box 53

city, town Scottsboro vicinity of state Alabama

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jackson County Courthouse

street & number City Square

city, town Scottsboro state Alabama

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Alabama Inventory has this property been determined elegible? __ yes no

date 1970-present federal state county local

depository for survey records Alabama Historical Conniission

city, town Mantgomery state Alabama



7. Description

Condition
excellent
good

_J^fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

x altered

Check one
X original site

moved date

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

The Brown-Proctor House is a two-story, masonry structure with a partially raised 
full basement beneath the original 1-room deep structure. A full-width, two story 
portico is supported by four Ionic columns. Applied pilasters are aligned with the 
columns. A balcony with ornamented end brackets spans the central bay and is reached 
by an upper floor door. The door is wood paneled and surrounded by square sidelights. 
The main floor entrance is simple and features double rows of sidelights set above 
paneling. The lower half of the door is wood paneled, while the upper half has a 
single glass pane. Windows are double hung with 6/6.

Originally, the house featured a central double portico with Tuscan columns on 
the ground floor and Ionic on the second. The present portico was constructed between 
1909 and 1911 when the house was extensively remodeled. The central hall plan, which 
allowed a kitchen and dining room in the basement, a bedroom and parlor on the ground 
floor and two bedrooms on the upper floor, was expanded to include two rooms, a rear 
stair hall and a kitchen on the ground floor and three rooms and a rear stair hall ̂ on 
the second. At this time the original mantels were replaced with simple neo-classical 
mantels, pocket doors were added between the front parlor and front hall,^and the wide 
heart pine of the ground floor replaced with very narrow heart pine flooring. The 
simple window and door trim remained. Notable features include the beamed ceilings of 
the front parlor and 1907 dining room and the original closets of the two south bedrooms

The house is being restored for museum use, retaining all the 1907 modifications.



8. Significance

Period Areas off Significance — Check and justify below
prehistoric archeoloav-orehistoric community nlannina
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

__£_ 1800-1 899
X i<»nn-

archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture
art
commerce
communications

conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement _
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy

X politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1881, 1907-11 Builder/Architect
alterations

Unknown
major __.___.. 

Statement off Significance (in one paragraph)

The Brown-Proctor House is primarily significant for its associations with John 
F. Proctor, a local politician who purchased the house in 1907 and gave it its current 
appearance. Proctor was a prominent attorney who served in the Alabama House of 
Representatives from 1892-1895 and in the Alabama Senate from 1896-1899, holding the 
office of Secretary of the Senate. He was a member of the Alabama Constitutional 
Convention and later served as a court-appointed attorney in the first trial of the 
Scottsboro Boys in 1931. After his death in 1939, the house continued to be occupied 
by his family until the early 1980s.

Completed in 1881 for John A. Brown at a cost of $3200, the house was advertised 
for sale in the following year and with one interim owner was purchased in 1884 by 
General John R. Coffey for his daughter and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Brown. 
The couple occupied the house sporadically until its sale to John Franklin Proctor 
in 1907. Between 1907 and 1911, Proctor extensively remodeled the house, giving it 
its present appearance. The house remained in the Proctor family until 1981, when 
it was acquired by the Scottsboro Museum Commission.



9. Major Bibliographical References ______ ___
Gist, W. Jerry. Hie Story of Scottsbbro. Nashville, Rich Printing Co ., 1968. 
Hammer, Walt. A Pictorial Walk Thur 01 r High Jackson. Collegedale , Tennessee, The 

College Press, 1967. — ————
narperj J. R. The History of Jackson County, Alabama. Winchester. Tennessee, Southern 
Printing and Fu5TisHing~t!oT~ 19 Jj) . """ ——— " —

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than 1 
Quadrangle name Scottsboro 
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Quadrangle scale 1 :
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Verbal boundary description and justification

One house and lot bounded on north by lots of J. W. lYbody and lot belonging to estate 
of Harris Coffey, on the east by Railroad Street (Houston) on the South by Peachtree 
Street and on the West by South Street.________________________________ 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state______N/A _______code N/A county_____N/A code N/A

state N/A code county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Ellen Martins, National Register' Coordinator & Judith Proctor 

organization Alabama Historical ConmLssion date July 23, 1982

street & number 725 Mbnroe Street telephone 832-6621

city or town state Alabama

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state * joca|

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify tl^it it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Hertoge Conservation an/R/c/eation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer date August 9, 1982
For HCRS use only

I hereby^certify that this prop^fty is included in the National Register
Entered in the 

—national date
Keeper of the National Register 

Attest:

•r-^———y

date
Chief of Registration

GPO 936 63ES
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