FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

Daa ne e

{over)

. Lot szevs;H2D 2~

1l Area no. Form no.

e 213 |
1. Town Taunton
Address US High St.
Name " ""MoorTins Episcopal Church

Present use Church

Present owner e Thonas' Parish

Description: ' ' A
Date 1857-59 -

Source Bibliography
Style Got hic Revival

Architect Richard Upiohn

Exterior wall fabric Random OQiir*rL-stone

Outbuildings (describe) None

Other features see attached.

Altered No Date

MoVed No Date
ami-""0Sqg- Z
One acre or less x  Over one acre
Approximate frontage 100

Approximate distance of building from street

20'
. Recorded by
Organization m p TT O
Date 9/10/79

UM 19/ 326560/ 4640260



7. Original owner (if known)_ St. Thomag' Episcopal Church
Original use Church

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation -
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts sttlement invention
Commerce ' Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community deveopment X Political Transportation

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

St. Thomas' Episcopal Church is the nost stylistically
outstanding masonry building designed by Richard Up{' ohn in Taunton. i.
The monumental | y-scaled structure adheres t oa bhasilica planand
features restrained Gothic Revival ornament, characteristics
that typify Upjhohn's church designs of the 1850's. Unlike t he
architect's other Taunton works—the Trinitarian Church, on
Broadway, andthe Acadeny Building, Church Green—that exhibit
very little decorative detailing, St. Thomas' Church approaches
later Victorian Gothic architecture initsplentiful use of |ime-
stone trim anddecorative wought iron roof cresting.

The first Episcopal church inthe city was a wooden buil ding
built in 1829 at the corner of Cohannet and High Streets which,
despite subsequent additions, could not adequately serveits
growi ng congregation by the 1840's. After a long subscription .
canpai gn,' $30, 000 was raiised for the constructionof the present
church on High St., which was begun in 1857 and consecrated in

1859. A chapel, built at an. expense of $15, 000, -was appended
to the church in 1869. : ANt T

Description: The church features a basilica plan, and has one major
level with a clerestory. The apse, facing north, is detailed wit
liniestone-trinined, elongated pointed-arched w ndows, and |imestone
buttresses. The aisles are defined by paired, pointed-arched, stained

gl ass windows,- interspersedwith buttresses. The church i s entered
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) "e

Enery, History of Taunton, 1893, p. 244-49 * ' : '
Everard Upjohn, Fliiﬁcl;hard Upj ohn - Architect and Churchman, 1939, p/ 112:



I NVENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Connnunity: Form No:

MASSAQ USErr S H STCR CAL COM | SSI ON Taunton 213
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name i/r
neo Episcopal Chiinch

Indicate each item oninventory formvAiidi is being continued bel ow.

9. Historical Significance (continued)

Description (cont.): e
by doors located i nsmall, hip-roofed projections located at t heangle
where apse and nave neet- Other features include a steeply pitched gable

roof, sheathed i nslates, andround stained glass wi ndows set i nthe
clerestory.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church possesses integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship and association. |t i san ecclesiastical
property deriving primary significance for itsarchitectural distinction
and secondarily, deriving historical importance as areligious institution
built for a growing congregation. | t meets criteria A and C of t he National

Register of Historic Places.

$eo

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

(342)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shest Item number
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Nanme  Taunton Multiple Resource Area

State Bristol County, MASSACHEETTS
Nom nat i on/ Type of Revi ew Date/Signature
Entered In tSe “Kigdger  ALAXMIMAYS YA
National Rec-1 =+-
51. WMason, N S, House Attest
Entered I n f He
National Ree - /deeper
52.  McKinstrey House
Entaredi n Attest
National Regist-— megper  f:Al'ed .-/
53. Morse House
Attest
54. Morse, Henry, House
Attest
55. North Taunton Baptist Church _
Entered Ir\ tine
National Attest

56. Old Colony Railroad Statio™.*gj.Q5 In the
National Beglster Attest

57. Old Wer Stove Compay  Sntered In the
JatlOlial Begister

Attest
58. Paull, Alfred, House tvirol in tSg */deeper AA-NMYSVVA
Mali-inrd Begister
Attest
59. Pilgrim Congregational Church /deeper AACIVALM [ WA
Entered in t"a
. National Regx=- Attest
60. St. Thomes Episcopal Church {deeper no(/e.Zth-"* < [NyN—
Entered

Attest

7/s-Ay

yJ-Ash

yi'ls /|

yA™,

yirlji

yirirv



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
<'R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

St. Thomas Episcopal Church (Taunton MRA)
Bristol County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No.. MY 2 | 1381
f Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due:
Action: j-"CCEPT
«  resubmission Entered » i RETURN
- nomination by person or local governinent Satlon&L BegisWI REXECT.
EH owner objection Federal Agency:
. appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample d!l request CH appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
A Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Caegory Ownerthip Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Access! llle

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent CD deteriorated unaltered + original site
CD good CD ruins altered moved date.
CD fair | lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph s *
CD completeness . J %

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity — .

CD dates A

CD boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect A
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
A
CD summary paragraph
CD completeness moyj/n ty;
CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

r.i?

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet















Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297



