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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bonar Hall, looking today much as it has since it was remodeled in
the 1880's, is a two-story, brick residence in the late—Georglan style.
The 1arge garden with its years of growth is as important as the house
and original outbuildings. The main house is a cube placed upon the
center of a central axis with outbuildings (kitchen, pergola, orangery,
and pergola flanking the house and the kitchen in the immediate rear. The
boxwood garden and towering specimen trees lie to the left of the lawn.

According to the date on the gutter-head, the house was built in
1832 The present day facade has, rather than its original Doric portico,
“a lacy white two-storied Victorian veranda, repeated in a single story
at the side. This porch was added in the 1880's and at that time the parapé¢t
balustrade which ran along the roof edge was ‘removed and a porch doorway wa
opened on the upper level, eliminating the center windows. The exterior
is of plantation-made red brick with traces of the original mortar penciling.
The tw1n chimneys in the gable ends are reminiscent of Independence Hall.
:?;ranseept and side 1lghts frame the front doorway which is severely
" reek Revival.

The interior is also in this planar Greek style. An academic plan
with two rooms on each side of a central hallway running from front to
rear is on both floors. Silver-plated hardware enriches the otherwise
rather austere interiors, particularly the woodwork which is Asher Benjamin
at his simplest. Several pieces of furniture and various heirlooms
still survive from the original furnishings, some of which are placed as
they have been for 70 years or more.

The house with accompanying structures set in a formalized garden-
scape is a picture of classical symmetry. Plans are presently underway
to remove the Vlctorlan verandas and reconstruct the original Doric portico
and balustraded parapet above the cornice line. Good photographs of
Bonar Hall prior to the Victorian remodeling fortunately survive.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bonar Hall is an important survivor of Georgia plantation life.
When built in 1832 by John Byne Walker it was a nucleus for his vast
Morgan County cotton Pplantation; today the estate has been reduced to
100 acres and serves as a private residence on the outskirts of Madison.
The beautiful landscaping developed by the original owners is one of
the few surviving mid-19th century gardens in the state.

Walker built the brick Georgian style manor house for his bride
Elizabeth S. Fannin in 1832. Remaining in the Walker family until 1880,
Bonar Hall was then purchased by John A. Broughton. It was during this
ownershlp that the Victorian verandas replaced the original Doric
pOrthO. Bonar Hall changed hands several more times before 1920° ‘when
i¥ was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. W.T. Bacon and returned to one branch
of the original family. Miss Therese Newton, Mrs. Bacon's daughter,
presently owns the home and plans to restore it to its original appearance

One of Bonar Hall's most outstanding features is its boxwood garden.
Planted by Eliza Fannin Walker over the objections of her husband, John
Byne Walker, the formal garden and orchards contained rare shrubs,
flowers and trees many of which survive from that original planting.
Among the more unusual are the cork oaks, mock oranges, yews and several
varieties of magnolias. Fragrant cedars, catalpa trees, quinces and
quincydonias are also found. A once flourishing water garden has since
disappeared. It is believed that Walker engaged an English landscape
architect to lay out the final plan of the garden. An extensive list
of the original surviving plantings, published in The Garden History of
Georgia, illustrates the importance of Bonar Hall's gardens to the state.
Standing on the old Sandtown Road, it is an important architectural
landmark in a town with many such monuments, none of whlch surpass Bonar
Hall in significance. =
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