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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sheriff Campbell house is set near the corner of a one-acre lot in a
low d”ity residential area immediately behind the Mississippi River levee.
Although the Mississippi River bridge is screened off by trees, it passes
within 100 feet of the rear of the house, thereby creating a major auditory
and visual intrusion. But the presence ofthe bridge is mitigated somewhat by
the spacious immediate setting provided by the large lot.

The house has a large, boxey, and essentially symmetrical form. But the
interiors exhibit a strong sense of space. Over a third of the ground floor is
taken up by a large. Queen Anne living hall-dining room combination. This
long room contains two fireplaces, an octagonkl'alcove bet in the corner of
the building, and an "L" dining extension at the far end. The heavily paneled
and newel*t)bbted b't'Aitcase has two turns which give it a somewhat sculptural
appearance. Its strong visual presence isowing to its massiveness, and to its
central position between the living hall and dining area. There are two
smaller parlors which communicate with the adjacent living hall-dining room by
means of a combination of immense paneled, sliding doors. Though they are
somewhat diminished by alteration, they still spread to an opening of over
fifteen feet. When they are in their fully open position the three main rooms
are visually united.

To the rear of these public rooms is a kitchen, a back stair, and a service
area. The upstairs bedrooms are set along a hallway which runs from front to
rear of the house. The only change in plan has been the enclosure of the
upstairs porch which occurs in the center of the main facade.

The house features standard turn-of-the-century wood frame construction.

-The square, boxey, hip roofed exterior features colonial revival details.
The main facade features a central gabled pavilion which encompasses a.
two-story porch. The upper story has been enclosed, but the columns (which
are now in the attic) could be put back and the enclosure removed. The
fenestration on the ground floor does not harmonize well with the column
spacing in the front and side galleries. The columns are of the stubby,
catalogue ordered variety with lonic capitals. Most of the windows have large,
plain plate glass sashes, with the exception of the front door transom which is
leaded.

The interior detailing is also catalogue ordered.

All the fireplaces have standard, turn-of-the-century, oak mantels with
mirrored overmantels. The entrance to the alcove in the living hall-dining room
is decorated with scroll-saw ornamentation formed of dowel rods, knobs,
scrolls, and anthemion motifs. Most of the original ceiling fans and milk
glass light fixtures remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sheriff Campbell House is significant in four areas. Its political
and social significance derives from its association with its builder*Eugene
P. Campbellwho as sheriff of Concordia Parish from 1908 until his death in
1940, was a major figure in the town's political history.» Campbell built
the house with the idea of making i1t a social center for the area and a place
to entertain his numerous friends and political associates. The testimony of
many longtime residents of the area concerning the "beautiful parties” given
by Sheriff and Mrs. Campbell suggest that he fulfilled this ambition. The
large sliding doors on the first floor could be thrown open to produce a
sizable ballroom or dining room or whatever type room the occasion required.?2

The Sheriff Campbell House is also significant in the area of local
history, because it is one of only three homes not moved or demolished in 1939,
when the entire town of Vidalia was moved about one mile west in order to allow
for the widening of the Mississippi River and the construction of a larger levee.
Of the three homes not moved, the Campbell House is the largest and most
architecturally impressive, and is thus the present town's most notable physical
link with its hjigt*qry priop to 1939.

The house.a|so.”pos?esg”s architectural significance. The Queen Anne Revival
in Louisiana consisted mainly of applying a few Queen Anne features such as a
bay window, a dip”putive turret, or a curved porch to the standard Louisiana. .
raised cottage form. The Sheriff Campbell house is unusual in having a
fully developed Queen Anne living hall plan with a monumental staircase and a
cohesive flowing together of interior spaces. The Campbell house is one of
the few examples of this in northeastern Louisiana.

Campbell had the house built about 1915. ;In July of that year he purchased
the 2%-acre lot on which he built the house fjom J. L. Fairbanks and Mabel
Swayze in return for a consideration of $675. Although the home had no
architect, according to a statement by Campbell's nephew Michael J. Schuchs,
"some of the floor plan™ was copied from a friend’'s house on Linton Avenue
in Natchez. Schuchs also states that it was Sheriff Campbell's wife Rhetta who
was primarily responsible for the design., Th* hoin.e'.s Qontraqtor was Frank,
Ketteringham, a local contractor active in the area during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The total cost of construction is unknown,
but the cost of the labor was $4,500."

After Sheriff Campbell's death in 1940, the house passed through the hands
of several owners until the present owners obtained it in 1966.
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"Bea Nathanson, "The People of the Mounds,” Concordia Sentinel, 18 Sept. 1974.

NAffidavits by Louise Winston Sessions, Catherine Hough Winston, and

Cecile Ohlsen Hunt, sworn to in October, 1978, located in National Register
nomination file for Campbell House, State Historic Preservation Office,
Baton Rouge.

Beatrice Nathanson, "River Moved Vidalia," Concordia Sentinel, 12 March 1969;

Affidavit by J. P. Sessions, engineer in charge of relocating streets and
utilities of Vidalia in 1938-39, sworn to 16 October 1978, located in National
Register file for Campbell House.

~Need from J. L. Fairbanks and Mabel Sw"yze to E. P. Campbell, 21 July 1915,
Conveyance Book Z, page 361, Concordia Parish records.

NAffidavit by Michael J. Schuchs sworn to 20 October 1978, located in
National Register file for Campbell House.

NAffidavit by James B. Ketteringham, Jr. sworn to 27 October 1978, located
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NAffidavit by John H. Ohlsen sworn to 11 October 1978, located in National
Register file for Campbell House.
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STATE LOUISIANA
APR 13019

Date Entered

Name Location

Caigpbell, Eugana P., Bousa Vidalia
Concordia County

Also Notified
Honorable J. Bennett Johnston
Bonorabla Busaall B. Long State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Jerry Huckaby Dr. E. Bernard Carrier

Assistant Secretary

Office of Program Developsient
P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

NR Byers/bjr 4/16/79
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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--?0S2 :-3, the mer.defGlghed authority, cMe and appeared

Catherine Hough V/inston
ma-e, ooins ty ve First daly saorn, deposed ar.d said that:

~he ax.oo”auconiopile in uov/n and ?oucﬁt:o a?f %%u%aeﬁ'&rboﬁwugg ased
[Pvias 0725 little pltfalin s AHPHIRE.
only abouo I0Our years old at the time and | can remember

Ier /iohout m}/ Ha(Ta_ to _hold onto, \Tnen Hir. Striﬁli—
er slowed dov/n lo turn afound in front of Hir. Gene Campbell's
honeMASn?-00°"®%?M-M® ®"Se of town, | leaped off and s?ar,)nered

structed”thei. fully'con-

) school located directly across the street
a dalli ® beautiful flowers and grounds were

no other house in_tov/in at that

re-it _?n o The_haquse was built with entertain-
plfttiis ?20?2\gMr'mL"y°SI1?Sdr*o™MI?Syy” beautiful
Signature
10 ana subscribed before me this date, October 9, 1978
] ”II'"/-i
[mm/[" 0**>r, 'mAKA “
" ’ I;otary Public
Li m> Concordia Parish
L o Louisiana
LW o' 4.

#y o c0;;.rr.iccio® cxpirec  pH nrnth
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>2], wha unclersi-'ned authority, carne aiid appeai'ed

John Henry Ohlsen, Jr*

who, coins "] "e first duly sworn, deposed and said that:

There were five of us children born to John Henry and Virginia Schuchs Ohlsen,
three boys and two girls, ray birth being in 18980 My Aunt Rhetta who v/as
married to Sheriff Eugene Po Campbell v/ould often *borrow” mY sister, Ruth,
or me because she had no children of her own and i1t was a heF to my parents
v;ho lived on a Town Marshall*s salary. Auntie, as we all called her, alv/ays
wanted a little girl and she tried her hardest to malce me into one even to
the point of talcing me to Natchez across the ferry boat vihen | was about
four years old and buying me a long dress that came dovm to my ankles. |
also recall the time she gave a slumber party for me and invited all little
irls....then”~raade me sleep in Uncle Freddie's room and gave them my room.
n 1911 vmen 1 v/as 13 years old, | v/as a permanent member of the Campbell
household. | well remember helping move from the old house they rented from
Dr. Reeves to the big, new, beautiful house that Uncle Gene had built on the
edge of tov/n. Now the old two story brick schoolhouse v/ould be right across
the street and | could practice ray running on the 440 yard track built around
the schoiyard. | worked hard all four years of high school and for a "Country
boy” did pretty well at the big Track Meet in Baton Rou%e in my Senior year.
I giraduated in° 1915> the same year my Daddy v/as Killed trying to arrest Joseph
Miller, the Assessor, who v/as drunk and shot ray Daddy in ‘the stomach. Uncle"
Gene and Aunt Rhetta insisted on sending me to LSU ajid | came home later to
work for the Police Jury as a Surveyor. My mother's brother, Mke Schuchs,
built the Campbell home™ for 5>4>500. ° Auntie was terrified of cyclones so
Uncle Gene included in the new home a big Storm Celler. It v/as always well
stocked v/ith food, water, bedding, lamps and everything and each timé a little
wind came up. Auntie v/ould herd everybody in the house and whoever else who
wanted to come do’vn the steps into the "pit.” Uncle Gene specified that all
the cypress in the house had to come from Black River situated in the South-
ern tip of Concordia Parish and all the pine used had to come from Good Pine,
La. in LaSalle Parish adjoining Concordia. Uncle Gene vias a ®pure” politi-
cian, you see. | remember once v/hen some man from Black River came over to
supper. We had a big spread and after dinner the man told Uncle Gene that he
ust couldn't vote for him. Most folks v/ould have gotten made | guess but not
ncle Gene. He was smooth as silk and just as sincere vihen he patted him on
the back and told him not to worry about it and to come back to supper any-
time and bring his familyl | don't guess we ever sat dov/n to a meal by our-
selves; we alv/ays had one or more ’extra plates” set and hardly a night ever
vieht by that we didn't have overnight guests from Black River or Ferriday or
Clayton or somewhere. In those days roads v/iere bad and vie only had buggys
and” a very few cars; why, we'd have to get up at 3:00 o'clock in the morning
to go fishing up on Laiie St.John and we'd get home after dark.

Now I'm 80 years old and yet ,as | sit here today visiting in the home of my
childhood, | can still hear the echo of the voices and laughter of all the
many wonderful people and the grand times we all spent within the walls of
this magnificant old house back when the 20th Century vias nev/....

nature N //

Swcz-n CO and subscribed before me this date

<A/ notary rubiic

Concordia Parish
Louisiana

Hers My commission expires a>-/
1

L ]
Mniuu- 1



S. A. MURRAY. JR.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR (316) 336.5205

March 7, 1979

Senator J. Bennett Johnston
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator: /

Attached is a letter recently received from Dr. Carrier
pertaining to the nomination of the Sheriff Campbell house
for the National Register of Historic Places.

We have been most interested in having this historic
landmark placed on the register and earnestly request your

recommendation with regard to thisTmatter '

The Sheriff Campbell house is the last remaining home still
situated in its original location in what is left of the old
Town of Vidalia. Idalia, as you may know, was completely

moved during 1938-1940 due to widening of the river channel
in front of Town.

Your help will be deeply appreciated.

Sincerely,
TOWN LOUISIANA

S. A. Murray, Jl/.\, AVOfrr@

SAMJr/es



JERRY HUCKABY

5th District. Louisiana
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

March 14, 1979

Mr. Chris Therral Delaporte
Director

Heritage Conservation anc3 Recreation
Service

440 G Street NW

Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Mr. Delaporte:

WASHINGTON OFFICE;
228 CANNON House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20S1S
(202) 225-2376

district OFFICES;

1200 North 18th Street

Monrosy bit5i3sa, 11201

P.O. Box 34
Post Office Building
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457
(318) 352-9000

Mobile Office

Mayor Siclney Murray, VicJalia, Louisiana, has acJvised
me that the Sheriff Campbell House has been recommendec]

for inclusion in the National Register.

I would like to support the recommendation which has
been made by the State Review Committee in Louisiana
and forwarded on to your office for a final decision.

I will look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

ucRab

JH;pdg

Ti

pr
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Mr, and Mrs, George W, Whitehead 111
No, 2 Concordia Avenue
Vidalia, Louisiana 71373

Re; Campbell, Sheriff Eugene P,, House
March 20, 1979 J/26/7"

Dr, William J, Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register _
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

Pension Building

kkO G Street, N.W,

Washington, D, C, 20243

Attention: NOM
Re; H32-NR

Dear Dr, Murtagh;
Thank you very much for your letter dated March 13, 1979

in which you advised us our home was being considered for list-
ing on the National Register,

Enclosed are copies of our original Statements of Description
and Significance which were condensed for the final draft of our
Nomination Form, We hope these will give you more detailed and
personal reasons why we feel that our home is worthy for place-
ment on the National Register,

We ap&oreciate your time and consideration in reviewing our
reauest and anxiously await a favorable decision.

Sincerely,

Mrs, G, W. Whitehead 111
End,
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H32-NR

APR 9 B/9 3%

HoiMtr~le 3«ny Huckay
Hoick of RA>resentatives
WasMngton, DX. 20"

Dear Mr. HiKdcM>yt

Tluadc you fiu' yotar fak”ky €d March 14,1979, cm behalf ci Mayor
Murray, VidaUa, Louisiana, cxmcKmii® the iMNnkiaticm  the SImrlff

P CameeII iRmse, ConcsM'cSa Louisiana, to the National RMbttM*
of [&rt/*c PINKS.
This nomImition is currmtiy o»nsldared by tiK National Register

staff, md tiw review has been lu”ecfited. We will notify you if it’is entered
in the Natkmal Roister.

If we can be of fir#ier assistance to you, pleaae let is kimw. We appre>
elate your interest in histcu'ic ix-eservation.

Sincerely,

CHRIS 1. DmIE

Chris Tiwrral Del*>>c»te
Director

EndcKure

co

I, 1. Bomwd Carrier
Seowtary

edifice of Prciipr” DeveicMnent

P.O. Box 44247

Baton Roogo, Louisiana 70804

bexi

CL

FHR-GL

Fi™-LtxnfA

OAHP

DirectcM” Reieuding Pile

FFffU M. SIERFYrwcc 343-6401
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A»QOrabl« J. Baoastt Jdimstoa
United States Sesutte
Washiagtea, D.C* 2QS10

Osar Senator JobsstMS

Thank joa for Tear iaqitlry of Hareh 19, 1979» ea bekalf of Ifayor
S* A* Ifarraj, Jm»» eeneersing tbs seBlnatioa of the Sierlff
IngeM P* CaipheJLl Boose, Coneordle Cotmty, l.o«lelaaa, to the
Bational Begieter of Hletorle Places.

Blb are pleased to infom you that tbom Sheriff logeae P. CMpbell
Hooae use ae”red in the Batlmal Register on April 13, 1979.
Kaclesed is a leaflet viiieh deseribea the tiatimal Register prognuu

If oe esn be of farther assistanee to you, please let os kaov.
He appreeiate your iatereet in historic preserration.

Sincerely,

wv | flfupffiir

Ctois Therral Delaporte
Director

Eaclosure _

cc: Dr. E. Bernard Carrier
Assistant Secreta%
Office of Program Development
P.O. Box 44247
Baton Rmige, Ictuisiana 70804

bcc:  CL/FHR-CL/FHR-Lumpkin/fiAHE/Director's Reading File
FHR: SBridgesimjd 343-6401

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR POR-7077
CONCORDIA COUNTY, LOUISANA
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