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1. Name

737
historic Berkshire MLII #1
and/or common same

2. Location Hoosc Street (northeast comer of Colunibia Street)

street & number not for publication
city, town Adams vicinity of congressional district
M assachusetts i
state ode 025 county Berkshire ode 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X buildIng(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure botti worit in progress educational private residence
site Pubiic Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted X Industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane  Arnold Print Wrks Boiler House: Alfred &Helen Ostrowski
street & number Columbia Street 5 BEim Street
city, town  Adams vicinity of Adas gate M assachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouss, regidry of desds eic. Berkshire County North Registry of DFRIg
drest & numba 65 Park Street

cty, tovn Adams date Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

_ Inventory of the Historic Assets #655 ) ) i,
titte of the monwesdlth propaty bean detemined degible’? WBE yes no

dete January 1979 fedad -K_ date county loca

depostary for suvey records “sachusetts HLstoifical Conmission, 24 UagTiington Street
city, town Boston date Mgssachusetts



1. Description apavs Berkshire Mill #, Hoosac Street

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered _jC- original site

X good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (f known) physical appearance

The former Berkshire Cotton M.Il #1 occupies a site at _the junction of Coluofoia and Hbosac
Streets, at the northeast comer of MK nley Square. The MIl'slot is bonded on the
south by Hoosac Street, cn the west by Colunbia Street, cm the north by a parking | ot
(formerly the site of Berkshire M|l #2) and on the east by the forner Pittsfield and
North Adans Railroad bed. Berkshire M.l #1 consists of anmainmll building, three

and one-hal f stories h!?h and several one and two-story forner engine and boiler houses
attached to the minm/l|"'snortheast comer.

The mainmi |l buildinghas a rectangular plan and rises three and Qre-half storiesfrran
ahi "basement to a very lowpitched roof. The entire structure ishbuilt of coranon,
red brick set on a plinth of rock-faced granite and is triimedwith rock*faced granite.
Except as noted, the building's elevations are divided by brick piers intobays of

equal size. At each story each bay contains a single w ndowopeningwitha granite

sill and [owarched head nade of three rows of brick headers® sash within these openings
varies bi/) story. Basenent and first-story wndows contain paired 18-pane |igihts sur-
mounted by paired 6-pane transctns; second and third story wndows contain paired 15
pane | i "t's surnounted by paired 6-pane transons. Cher detailsviMh are consistent
throughout are the exposed roof-rafter ends vMch exist at the head of each pier.

The facade (south elevation is slightly asynnetrical, having 12 bays west of projecting
square-plan tower and 13 bays east of it. Except for the basenent w ndows of the
easternnost three bays, vhich are smaller than visual due to a change in ground |evel,
al| facade bays are identical. The tower is approximtely two bays width and rises
four and one-half stories to an open |andi n% surmounted by a high hip roof. The tower's
three elevations éeast, west and south) each contain three piers **ch riseto arched
heads at the third story and divide each elevation intoa wde central bay flanked

by two narroi”outer bays. The central bay of the south elevation ccntains an arched
entry set inbetweentlie first story and the basenent, a ﬂranite dat e pl acque bearing
the nuneseal s "1889" above the entry, a 20 pane |ight with a |Qi-pane transomat the
second story and a 25 pane |ight with a 10-pane transomat t#ethird story. The
tower's east elevation isblank; its west elevation contains a door with an 8‘pane
transom (baserment), a 24-pane | i "t with an 8-pane transcxn at the first story, and one
20-pane light with an 8-pane transomat both the second and third stories, The
tover's fourth-stor%/ landing is exposed on al | sides and has four elevations, each
containing four arched openings connected by a granite sill course and by a granite
course at the arches' springers. Above the arches is a corbelled com ce.

The mainm||'swest elevation is nine bays wide and has an ironfire escape rising
infront of the fourthand fifth bays frcmthe south.

The mainmll's rear (north) elevation is partially blocked at the basement and first
two stories of its east end \i*iere i tis connected to former boiler house, engine houses,
and a five-bay truck loading platform Inoverall disposition, this elevation consists
of 12 bays west of and 14 bays east of a s|i"ly projectingpltctiing stack xjfcich con-
tains paired 4-pane |ights at each story of its north face. |mmediately west of this
stack 1saheavily alteredbay ""ch ws fornerly ccraiected at several [evels to Berk-
shire Mill # by metal bridges.
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lhe minmll|'seast endis 9 bays w de, although all areblocked by ground | evel at the
basenent. This elevation has a stack of |oading bays, oneper story, i nitscentral bay;
south of this central bay are four bays |ike those of thefacade, vftiile north of thecen-
tral bay are four bays ewMch arenost!ly bl ank.

Except for thereplacement of the minmll's front door andthetenporary bl ocking of
sene w ndows, the nain bvdlding of Berkshire Mi || #1remains inoriginal condition.

At the minmll'snortheast comer arefive attached structures all of viMch were built
prior to 1914 as engine and boi | er houses. Al | of these structures are of red bricde
construction, with lowpitched roofs, irregular plans andasymretrical fenestration vhich
has been heavily altered. Rising fromthe rear of these structures aretwocircular plan
snokest acks, onebtoilt of red brick, theother of yellow terracottatiles.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 . architecture education military social/
1700-1799 .art engineering music humanitarian
X . 1800-1899 . commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
- 1900- . communications X Industry . politics/government . transportation
Invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1889; boiler room Builder/Architect p.p. Sheldon & Son

1904, iyj.4 ~
statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
I he former Berkshire Cotton M.II #1Possesses integrity of location, design® materials
and worknanship. Inaddition, thef"l| possesses historical associations with the rapid
growt h of Adans fol | ow n(f;the successful introduction of fine cottonmnufacturing by
the Berkshire QttOli Manufacturing otipany inthe late 188G. Thusthe mill neets
criterion Bof the NRHP

Incorporated in 1888, the Berkshire Cotton >fenufacturi ng Gnpany was one of several
cotton manufacturing firns, established b&/the,PIvnkett_ amly. Thefirst of these
firms was established by Wl liamB Plunkett in 1831 #ien he purchased the stock
of the Adans Soutii Village Cotton and Vol I,\/anufactur[n? Qrapany. Plunkett's expanding
busi ness was acconodat ed by additions to this Cdnuercial Street mill until 1878 vihan
the firmof WB Plunkett & Sonswas formed to produce cotton warp and factory space
was rented i nthe Adans Paper Goopany's MLI| i ch stood onthe site of Berkshire Ml
#1 until it was destroyed by fire in 1886.

Following the fire, the sons of WIliamB Pl xukett, formed the Berkshire Cotton

Lf enuf acturing Conpany, wt4 a capit:al of $500, 000, purchased the site of the former
Adans Paper onpany M.I| and began constxucticai on Berkshire M|l #1 with the intention
of prodiicing "fine counts of carded cottcns" i ncontrast to the sheetings, ginghans,
coarse gradss of cotton, andcotton warp -"diich had dprevi ously served as the maj or

output of local mlls. Theenphasis onfiner goods was brought about by the declining
markets for the coarser goods and was |ater encouraged by protectivetrade tariffs
pronoted by W liamMKinley, a Plunkett famly friend. e i medi ate success of the
conpany | ed to anincrease of capital to $950,000 and the constructionof MII #2
behind M.Il #1in 1891. The effect of the newmi || was to doubl e producticai capacity
fran 35,000 spindles and 700 | oons to a total of 76,000 spindles and 1, 600 | oons.

Based on the prospect that a Gongress favorable to protectivetariffs woul dbe

elected i n 189, the firmincreased its capital to $1,500,000 and again, doubled its
plant by the construction of MiIl #3 onthe south side of Hoosac Street, opposite

M|l #1. The coopany's |ast maj or expansion i nthe Hosac Street area occurred in

1900 v*ien Mi Il #4was bxxLIt onthe south side of Hbosac Street, east of Ml #3.

| on conpletion MI| #4 contained a spinning mi || of 103,000 spindles anda weaving -
shed with 2,600 | oans. The firmcontined to growmti| the 1920s; however nuch of

the expansi on focused on the purchase of existing mlls inother towns.

In the course of its 11lyears of growth (1889-1900), the Berkshire Cotton Manufacturing
Gonpany becane Adans' s | argest | ndustty, enpl oyi n? 2,000 of the town' s 4,000 workers
and accounting for $2,500,000 of the total capital of $6,945,410 invested in |ocal
industries by 1905. The conpany continued i nactive operation nder Plunkett Famly
nanagenent mt i | tHelate 1920s, after #iicfi it was re-organized as the Berkshire

Fi ne Spinning Associates, |nc. T"Mh continued manufacturing inthe Hoosac Street

mlls mtil the |ate 1950s,



9. Major Bibliographical References
Sanbom Insurance Atlas of Adams Jfess. 1914 wit iipdates to ca. 1950

Stone, OraHstory of Massachusetts Industries. Boston: S J. Cark Publishing G 1930
Vol. |, pp. 88-89.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .830 .
Quadrangle name Windsor
UMT References I I " I " r
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Vebal boundary decription and judtification The nominated property includes only the land and
buildings described in Berkshire Comty North Land Court Docket #2969, certified #951,
shown on Sheet 1 of Plan 32584", dated April 27 and Sept. 17, 1963 (copy attached)

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nametite Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Brian Pfeiffer, ACT for Massachusetts

arganization M assachusetts Historical Commisson dete February 1981
dreg & numbe 294 Washington Str eet telephone (617?) 727- 8470
aty a tomn Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state ~  local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion Inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Missachusetts Historical Conmission dae FZ//7/fjL

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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By the early 1960s, the m|ls had been sold separately. DecljniJng denand for industrial
spaces | ed to the demolition of MIIs #2and3, Ileaving Mill #lasi toriginally stood
in 1889 andleaving M|l #4 as a separate ccnplex. Initspresent condition, Mll #1
remains i nnearly original condition, preserving the scale and utilitarian design #iich
was characteristicof local industrial architectxire of the late nineteenth century. The
building's entry tower, ~i Mch contains the mIl"s only archi,tect:ural ornanent renains
intact with itsarchedwall panels, corbelled com ces, date placque and high hip roof.

In addition, the building's praninent comer site, abutting railroad tracks and basenent'
level |ight well preserve nuchof the mll's original site plan.
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202
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[IIII11 m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, VI h tt
H lSTORICAL OZOEOOSn ARSACIRET MICHAELJOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 17, 1982 , ,

Ms. Carol Shull

Acting Keeper

National Register Division

National Park Service «
U.S. Dept. of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: A ,
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing National Register nom nation forns;

/ TAdans Arnory Block (local)
" Adans Barrett Block (local)
Adans Berkshire Mill #1 (local - DXE 6/81)
Adans Jones Block (local)
Adans Mausert Block Clocal) D
N Adans  Pittsfield & North Adans Passenger Station and Baggage and
Express House (local)
dans: Simons Block (local)
Lawr ence: Anmerican Wbol enMi |l Housing District (local)
Mel rose: Town Center Historic District (local)
Milton: Belcher-Rowe House (local)
Needham Davis-Mills House .(.local)
Needham Joshua Lewi s House (local)
Needham Townsend House (local)

Peabody: Nathaniel Felton Houses Clocal) n
Stockbridge: G endale Power Station (local)
, ¢ Stockbridge: Wheatleigh (state)
Webster: Main Street Historic District (local-DOE)
Westfield: Octagon House (local) o !
Weynmout h: O d South Union Church (local)

Al'l were voted eligihle by theState Review Board at their meeting on
2/ 10/ 82 and have been signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer.
Comrents by owners and other interested parties areattached. Owners
and chief elected officials were notified of pending Review Board
consideration on Decenber 23- 1981.

Sincerely,

Candace Je/Kkir
Registratioirtirector



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered

Name

Barrett, P. J., Block

Berkshire Mill No. 1

Jones Bl ock

Pittsfield and North Adans Passenger
Station and Baggage & Express
House

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas
Honorable Silvio O. Conte

M d- Atlantic Regional Office, NS
North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS

APRIL 1, 1982

L ocation

Adans
Berkshire County

Adans
Berkshire County

Adans
Berkshire County

Adans
Berkshire County

Noti fied

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504



