CRM B

NMASACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCCMNSSON
30 BOYLION STREET
3CSTOH, KA 02116

Town BEVERLY
PHOTOGRAPHS

) Address 271 Essex Street
~0:12 Front and right facades (comer of

first-phase Historic Kame William Livermore House

40:13 front molded chimney post, chimney girt,
front girt, front sill, horizontal brace (?),

of first-floor (right) first-phase room Use: Present residence

40:14 transverse summe into front story post of

of first-floor (right) first-phase room Original residence

DESCRIPTION
Date c. 1700
40:23 original right rear principle rafter in situ. _ _
Source visual analysis

Style First Period

Architect unknown
"rach Kap::
Exterior Wdl Fabric cisnboarc
Outbuildincs bam - 19th c. w-izh

gambrel roof

Kajor Alterations (with dates) enlarged n-
double-cell c. 1725-30; rear rooms and rod
added in 18th centurs' C?

Condition “~ood

Koved no Date n/a

% N j-r-cace less than one acre

--ttln5 suburhan resldgr.rial Ptreet vit
19th a"? ?0i-b -

institutional rrortertle?

Z E N
19 / 347-220 / 4714-160 Recorded by James Kyorianos
Marblehead North (now Salem) Organization Boston University

1:25,000 Date May 1986
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Property Name SieJmore House

Indicate each itemoninventory fonn which i s being continued bel ow.

S QN FH CANCE

The WlliamLivernore house retains integrity of location, design, materials, and
vgorkmanship i nthe frame of its original First-Period, single-cell core under
Criterion C Thetransverse sunmer beami s anunustial framng feature deserving of
further study in connection with the original singlecell plan of the house under
Criterion D The growth of the First-Period, single-cell structure into a full
doubl e- pi | e house during the Second Period is typical of the fate of nany early
houses, VAiichwere enlarged rather than rebuilt.

EXTER R CESCR PT1 ON

The WlliamLivermore house i s a two-and-a-half story, five-bay, central chinmney,

cl apboarded structure, two-cells deep, withsmall, gabled entrance vestibules onthe
front andright facades. The house began as a late First-Period two-and-a-half
story, single-cell house t othe right of the chinmey. Asingle-cell, twD and-a-half
story addition to the left of the chimey early i n the Second-Period produced a
tVB-room central chimmey plan. The house was | ater dou- bled insizewiththe
addition of arear file of rocns and a newroof. Consequently, the central chinmey
stack protrudes through the front slope of the newroof. Recent re-clapbcarding
revealed that the original sir*le-cell endof the house i s sheathed i n vertical
boards, v*ile the newaddition hsis horizontal sheathing. The outline of the 30
degree pitch of the original roof wasclearly visible where the ol d and newsheat hi ng

met .

MVJOR F RST- PER D FEATURES

The right front roons of the house ejdiibit good late First Period features which
suggest a circa 1700 constructiondate rather than the 1671 date based on deed
research. Further research will benecessatry to confirmthe constructiondate. The
160 X 18 first-floor roomto the ri*t, 6 3" inheight, has anexposed and chanfered
pine frame. The transverse summer beamand the chimmey girt have bevel chanfers with
| anb s tongue stops. The endgirt and jow ed posts have bevel chanfers with taper
stops, while the front andrear girts have bevel chanfers which run to the edge of
the beam The partially exposed oak joists are 23" apart, confirmng a late First

"AANpANg A partial 'y exposed. Astran?e 7.5" wide horizontal flat
pine board isnailed onthe three outer walls 2° 4" upfromthe sills. Thesetwo
unusual features plus the vertical exterior wall sheathing nay suggest plank-frane
construction; the strange horizon- t al board substituting for angled braces The
very wide fireplace has a recessed snoke panel. Sinple vertical feather-«aged
sheathing covers the fireplace ~11,with a later nolded cornice appliedlnder the
edge of the chimey girt.

The 6-3" hi ", right chanber has thicker, later plasteredwalls, through which the
flared heads of the posts protrude. The exposed surmer t i e beamhas bevel chanfers
with [anb's tongue stops. Al | other fram ng nenbers are covered

o]-
Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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The original rear rafter of the one-cell deep house i sstill visible inthe end wall
of the Present right-hand attic roan. There were two purlins per slope, with a roof
pitch of 30degrees. The rear rafter at the left end wall of the second-phase is

simlarly visible.
LATER S| GN FI CANT FEATURES

The secand-ptose rocns to the left, stairway, and the first-phase right chanber
exhibit good early second period details, suggesting acirca 1725-30 construction
date for the addition. The |obby erfiibits a good early secorai period stairway, with
turned balusters and nolded rails. The first-floor newell pc»t i sturned with a

3?21 syryanx A first-floor, second-phase roomhas a fine paneled fire-
Firl St AL EAN " Gr "neners, and the inpression of asmall origi m wndowin
t he FI aster of the present rear interior v«ll. Theleft and right chanbers both have
sinple early Second-Period fireplace walls with vertical feathe?-edged sheat Sng n
two horizontal raised field panels over the fireplace. AL>Mnuig ana

H STCR CAL | NPCanTl ON

atgAT At A TANA T N with the Livermore Wiittredge Sr. and Jr., who wer e nenber s
of the Cotimttee of Correspondence and active privateers during the Revol utionary.

B BLI GRAPHY

Stone, Edwin Martin. Historv of Beverlv. Civil and Ecclesiastir?i
fromits Settlenent in 1630 to 1842. Rr*i-r*: J. Monroe

1843.

-2
Staple to Inventory form at bottoi
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