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Town Southbridge
Address 64 Main Street
Historic Neme oL

Uss Present residential
Original residential
DESCRIPTION

Date <« .1898-1904
Source mgps

Style  Queen Anne Vernacul ar

Architect unknown
Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboard
Outbuildings  none

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition Good

Moved m Dae n O-

Aaeage kNs AN *z2SAC
Setting residential/conimerclal street,
mostly multifamily houses (late-19th-te

early-20th c.)

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci

ed. ~. Ceccacci
Organization Southbridge Historical Com
mission

Date May 1986



NITOW. REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (i f appl i cabl e)

64 Main Street i ssignifi<Ant forits association with the town's |at;
ANt h century real estate development and its stylish Ciueen Anne

design. I t mets National Register criteria A and C at the local
level and retains integrity of location, materials, workmanship,
desisin, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the

attached assessors map are those of current ownership.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Destribe important architectural features ad evaluate in taras of
other buildings within the comniunity. '

The pattern book style of this house i s seen el sewhere i n Southbridge as well, (e.g., corner of
Elm and Dresser Streets, 1878-1898). A vernacul ar expression of the Queen Anne style, it has
el ements characteristic of the style such as decorative shingles i nthe gables, dianmond-
patterned slate shingles and an ornate wrap-around porch. Colonial Revival elenments such as
the central door' flanked by half sidelights and Classical window frames were also seen here.

G noteis a fine stained glass panel i nthe upper portion of the ground floor w ndow of the
corner bay.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas played in local o state history axd hw the
building relates to the devdgomantt of the community.

Throughout nost of the 19th—entury, this section of Main Street was part of a suburban estate
district. Wth the growth of the town during the late—19th century, this section.was gradually
broken up into smaller lots-with nore houses built closer together. The vicinity of this end
of Main Street to the ever nmore prosperous American Optical Conpany factory nearby caused t he
area to change character as the century drew to a close.

This house and themulti-family house next door to thewest (form #B-211) both appear to have
been built by American Optical president, Ceorge W Wells, who lived just west of here on
Main Street. During the second decade of the20th-century, after Wells' death, other houses
were built i nthis same area on Walnut and Maple Streets (form #B-210) t o house Anmerican
Optical Conpany enpl oyees.

It isnot clear whether 64 Main Street was ever used as enployee housing by the conpany. |t i
likely that it was, however, since numerous other houses built by persons with econonic
interests i nthe conpany were |ater apparently bought by the conpany f or use as conpany housing
[ts vicinity toother houses known to have served that sane purpose also increases such
l'ikelihood.
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PRCPERTY House at 64 Main Street
NAME

MULTI PLE  Sout hbri dge MRA
NAME

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Wbr cest er
DATE RECE! VED: 5/ 15/ 89 DATE OF PENDING LI ST:  5/31/89
DATE COF 16TH DAY: 6/ 16/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 6/ 29/ 89
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89000582

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASCNS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OHER N PDIL: N PER OD. N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED. N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COMMENT WA VER N

JANCCEPT ARETLRV REJECT patg  Cntered Inth'9

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:

A

RECOM / OR TER A
REVI EVER ~
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ Nsee attached SLRY/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui |l der/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps NBZ naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVlultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294



