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STREET AND NUMBER:

103 North Midway
CITY OR TOWN:

Clavton
STATE CODE COU

Alabama 01

CAT EGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One)

G District Qj Building O Public Public Acquisition: 

G Site G Structure E Private Q In Process 
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

G Agricultural | | Government | | Park 
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OWNER'S NAME:

Mrs. W. C. Beatty
STREET AND NUMBER:

im North Midway
CITY OR TOWN:

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Barb our Count v Courthouse
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CONDITION
Excellent Q Good Foir

(Check One) 

] Deteriorated [I Ruins II Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Q Moved SH Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iI known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Octagon House in Clayton is a two-story structure with an octagonal 
cupola.

The house has eight equilateral sides. The exterior walls are one- 
foot thick. They were made by building a wooden frame and filling the 
frame with brick, stone, and mortar and removing the frame. This was 
the gravel wall that Orson Squire Fowler had written about in his 
book describing the benefits of octagonal structures.

On each of the main stories, there are four large rooms and four 
small triangular shaped rooms. Originally, a staircase in the center of 
tb6 building rose from: the < basement Co the cupola. The staircase was 
removed and the stairs built outside when the upstairs was converted into 
an apartment. There are three large rooms and two small rooms and a hall­ 
way in the basement. Three bedrooms, a parlor on the first floor, and 
four bedrooms on the second complete the arrangement of the rooms. At 
present there are self-contained apartments on each floor.

Originally, there was a small one-story porch encircling the house. 
This was removed and the present deeper two-story porch was built in the 
_1920 f s. The porch now extends across three walls on the first floor 
and across two walls on the second floor. On the first floor, 16 small 
wooden octagonally shaped columns on brick bases support the upper porch 
and roof. On the second floor, ten similar columns on wood bases support 
the roof. The second story is reached by an outside stairway that is 
U-shaped. The stairway has simple rectangular balusters which are 
identical to the balustrade on the second floor porch.

m 
rn

TO

<=

n

The house has plain wooden cornices and a flat roof, 
cornices are supported by elaborately carved modillions.

The projecting

Above the flat roof there is an octagonally shaped cupola. On four 
sides there are windows and certered on the four other sides are chimneys 
The cupola has a projecting cornice and a flat roof. The four chimneys 
rise several feet above the top of the roof.
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S TA^T-EM EN t-OF SIGNIFICANCE

VI The primary significance of the octagon:house in Clay ton is its 
relative architectural uniqueness. Only two known examples of the 
octagonal mode of architecture have survived in Alabama. Most octagonal 
houses in the United States were built between 1848 and 1860 following 
the publication in 1848 of A Home for All or the Gravel Wall and Octagon 
Mode of Building, New Cheap, Convenient, Superior and Adapted to Rich 
and Poor by Orspn_Squire Fowler y a noted phrenologist and author of books 
on marriage and sexual science.

The octagonal house in Clayton was built by B. F. Petty in 1861. It 
is believed that Mr. Petty had seen a similar home^xnTTew York and modeled 
his home after it. Petty lived in this home until 1876 when he died, 
however, his family continued to live there until 1901 when they sold 
the house to Judge B. T. Roberts. The house was used as a headquarters for 
the Union forces after they captured Clayton in the Civil War. Following 
Judge Roberts 1 death, his son-in-law, W. C. Beatty_, bought the house, 
His widow still lives in the house on "the~first floor. The second floor 
has been made into an apartment.



Barbour County Records, Courthouse, Clayton, Alabama 
Fowler, 0. S., A Home for All or the Gravel Wall and Octagon Mode of

Building. New York; Fowler and Wells, 1854. 
Manuscript Material in possessions of W. 0. Carraway, Clayton, Alabama. 
Rounds, R. M. , Octagon Buildings in New York States, Cooperstown. N.Y. T

New York State Historical Association, 1954.
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NAME AND TITLE:

W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Alabama Historical Commission Dctober 2 9 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 South Lawrence Street
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Alabama 31

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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