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1. N1m1 of Property 
historic name Carlisle Rock Island Depot 
other names/site number 

2. LOCitlon 
street & number Main Street & Court Avenue 
cit town Carlisle 
state Arkansas code AR county Lonoke 

3. Cl1111flc1tlon 
Ownership of Property 
[i] private 
0 public-local 
0 publlc·State 
0 public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[]J bulldlng(s) 
0dlstrlct 
Oslte 
0 structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

code 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 

1 ---'a...___ Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register N/A 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[!]nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 38 CFR Part 80. 
In m pinion, the property [!] eats does not eet the National Register criteria. 0 Set continuation ahttt. 

5:..-f--90 . 
Signature of certlfyl official Date 

reservation Program 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

~entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D deterfT\ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:)--------

Date 

~ere(l 1n tne 

~'"'""'of the ...... Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 1 

Hi~toric FlJnctions.(enter categories tom instructions) 
TRANS:ORT~TION/ Rai~-Ri1~jed/ Depot 

-~. . " • I~ .t ; • 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/ 
Tudor Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
COMMERCE/ TRADE/ Office Building 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _____ .:::C.:::o~n~c-=-r~e-=t~e _______ _ 
walls ----------'B~r"'--""ic,_k.,__ ________ _ 

Stucco 
roof _______ ~A~s~p~h~a~l~t~s~h~i~n~g~l~e~-----
other __________________ _ 

lKJ See continuation sheet 
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Summary 

The Carlisle Rock Island Depot is a one-and-one-half story, brick and stucco building designed 
in the half-timbered Tudor Revival style popular with the Rock Island Railroad in the 1920's. 
Its intersecting gable roof covers a fundamentally rectangular plan consisting of a large waiting 
room for whites toward the western end, a combination ticket window and telegrapher's bay 
in the center and the black waiting room at the eastern end. A hipped roof, single story cargo 
room is attached to the eastern elevation and a hipped roof, single story waiting area is 
attached to the western elevation. 

Elaboration 

The Carlisle Rock Island Depot is a one-and-one-half story, brick and stucco railroad passenger 
depot designed in the half-timbered Tudor Revival style popular with the Rock Island Railroad 
in the 1920's. Its intersecting gable roof covers a fundamentally rectangular plan consisting 
of two waiting rooms - one each for blacks and whites - flanking the central intersecting 
'transept' which formerly sheltered a combination telegrapher's bay and ticket window to the 
south and a luggage room to the north. Both the cargo room to the east and the open 
passenger waiting area to the west are covered with hipped roofs. A single interior brick 
chimney projects from the roofline just to the east of the intersection of the gable roof. The 
roof is covered with composition shingles, the walls are sheathed with brick and stucco and 
the entire structure is supported by a continuous cast concrete foundation. 

The northern and southern elevations are seven bays in length. Both elevations consist of four 
bays to the west and two bays to the east, divided by the projecting gable roof bay. The wall 
to the west of the projecting bay on the northern elevation is fenestrated by three six-over­
one wood sash windows and a single-leaf entrance with a six-pane transom; the wall to the 
east is lighted with two identical windows in the main section and two fixed six-pane wood 
windows flanking a central cargo door in the single story cargo room. The wall to the west 
of the projecting bay on the southern elevation is accessed by two single-leaf doors with six­
pane transoms flanking two six-over-one wood sash windows; the wall to the east is 
punctuated by a single-leaf entry and one six-over-one wood sash windows. Two fixed six­
pane wood windows flank a large, central cargo door. The projecting bay on the northern 
elevation is lighted on the upper story by a group of three fixed vertical pane windows, the 
outermost of which are of three panes and the central of four panes. The lower story is 
fenestrated with four small, symmetrically-placed, four-over-one wood sash windows. The 
projecting bay on the southern elevation features windows on the upper story which are 
identical to those on the bay opposite, and a group of three windows on the lower story, the 
outermost of which are six-over-one wood sash while the central window is a ten-over-one 
wood sash window. 
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The eastern and western elevations are also similar, the only difference being that the eastern 
elevation features a garage door in the large opening and the western elevation is open, as it 
retains its original waiting benches beneath the roof and its single-leaf entrance into the depot. 
The gable ends on all four elevations are stuccoed and half-timbered and the cornices 
throughout are decorated with jig-sawn exposed rafters. Also, the windows throughout are 
placed so that they are indented into the stone and brick water table. 

The interior retains its original floor plan and such original elements as the brick dado, 
panelled wood doors and the ticket window. The cargo doors in the cargo room survive also, 
complete with their original hardware. 

The only alterations of note are the placement of the garage door entrance on the eastern 
elevation and the resurfacing of some of the interior rooms during the adaptation of the depot 
into its current use as an insurance agency. 



8. Statement of Significance '· 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [!] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [X] A D B []] C 0 D 

Criteria c.,nsiderations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 C 0 D 0 E 0 F 0 G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
c. 1920 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Rock Island Railroad 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[!]See continuation sheet 



9. MaJor Bibliographical Reference• 

Prevlou1 documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual ll1tlrlg (38 CFR 87) 

hal been reque1ted 
D prevlou1ly lilted In the National Regl1t1r 

B prevlou11y determined eligible by the National Regl1ter 
dellgnated a National Historic Landmark 

D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNeY*-------------------------------0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record *:------------------------------

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Less than one 

UTM References 
A LL2J 1611141713101 

Zone Easting 

c LLJ I I I I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Deacrlptlon 

Boundary Justification 

13 18 14 19 14 16 10 I 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

[]See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State historic preaeNatlon office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
OOther 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ I I I I I 
Zone Eastlng . 

D LLJ I I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 
I I I I I 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title -~K.s;.en~.~.n~e..,.t~o.~h..&.......Sut~ou.r~y .... ,__.a.Ar.~.,;c~.o.hu.l.I.J. ti..Se;;.,~,C...t.t~uu.r.lOia..~ol~Hu..~o.isi2-tlo.!o.ur!...il.lOau.n'----------------------
organization Arkansas Hi stodc Preservation Pro~ram 
street & number 225 E Markham, Spite 300 
cltyortown J.ittle Back 

* U.S.GPO: 1988·0·223·918 

date May 4, 1990 
telephone ( 50 J) 3 7l 27 6 3 
state Arkansas zip code 72201 
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Summary Criteria A and C, local significance 

cwa App/fNel No. 1CJH.<l011 

The Carlisle Rock Island Depot, constructed c. 1920, is locally significant both for its status 
as an outstanding example of the Tudor Revival architectural style, which became popular 
during the 1920's in Arkansas for various types of building, and for its associations both with 
the company that built it, the Rock Island Railroad, which provided the only direct passenger 
and cargo service between Little Rock, Arkansas and Memphis, Tennessee after 1899, and with 
the growth and development of the rice farming town of Carlisle. 

Elaboration 

The town of Carlisle was founded on August 1, 1872, when Samuel McCormick and his wife, 
L. J. McCormick, made and entered into a bill of assurance wherein as co-owners they laid 
off into lots and blocks the northwest quarter of Section 22, Township 2 North, Range 7 West 
of the 5th principal meridian, and made a plat of the survey. The plat and bill of assurance 
were then recorded in the Recorder's Office of Prairie County in the state of Arkansas, to be 
known as the town of Carlisle (one local legend maintains that Mr. McCormick named the 
town after Carlisle, Pennsylvania, of which he had reputedly been a resident, though another 
holds that the town was named for a friend who had been a senator in another state). Carlisle 
became an incorporated community on August 28, 1878. 

The fledgling Memphis and Little Rock Railroad had laid track between DeVall's Bluff and 
Huntersville (now North Little Rock) as early as 1862, passing through the area which would 
later become the town of Carlisle. The Civil War delayed any non-military use of the track 
for three years and it was not until 1871 that the railroads leading in and out of the Little 
Rock area began to grow to any appreciable degree. By then, Huntersville had become the 
terminus of three separate railroads: the Memphis and Little Rock, the Cairo and Fulton 
(running southwest from Cairo, lllinois to Fulton, Arkansas) and the Little Rock and Fort 
Smith. By this time, the rail line between Little Rock and Memphis was clearly beginning to 
take on a more active and permanent cast. 

The lasting impact of the railroads on this corridor through eastern Arkansas only became 
more evident in 1899, when the Memphis and Little Rock Railroad, which had experienced 
chronic financial and construction setbacks, was purchased by the Choctaw and Memphis 
Railroad, which by 1904 had become known as the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad 
(commonly known as the Rock Island Railroad). The financial solvency of the Rock Island 
Railroad allowed it to embark on a campaign of gradual progress and studied expansion 
throughout the first several decades of the twentieth century, resulting in such new endeavors 
as the addition of a line from Little Rock to the Louisiana border that accessed the newly­
discovered oil reserves and rich agricultural and forest land of south central Arkansas. 
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The success of the Rock Island Railroad also resulted in improvements and expansion for their 
passenger and freight depots. The second decade of the twentieth century had seen the erection 
of handsome brick depots by the Rock Island in the prosperous and growing communities of 
Argenta and Lonoke; however, communities such as Carlisle, which had yet to experience their 
peak period of prosperity, continued to be serviced by simpler, wood frame depots. 
By 1920, the situation had changed dramatically, largely due to the success of the local rice 
industry. Incidental planting of rice in the' prairie region around Carlisle had begun in the late 
nineteenth century, but in 1904 William H. Fuller of Lonoke produced the first profitable crop 
and thus demonstrated to the local farmers that rice farming could be a viable economic 
endeavor. From then until the First World War the foundation of this agricultural activity -
now a mainstay of the Arkansas economy - was laid. Population grew rapidly and new 
settlement was encouraged by publicity campaigns of the Rock Island Railroad. These efforts 
succeeded in bringing thousands of immigrants from Illinois and Iowa who had previously 
emigrated from Germany and who, in addition to settling in existing towns as Carlisle, would 
found such nearby communities as Slovak and Stuttgart. 

The situation was similar in Hazen, approximately 10 miles to the east, which also served as 
a major debarkation point for new settlers who came to partake of the prosperity offered by 
the success of rice farming. Thus it is not surprising that both Carlisle and Hazen received 
new, more architecturally impressive depots to declare the permanence of these communities 
and shelter the new arrivals. Like the Hazen Depot (NR-listed 12/22/87), the Carlisle Depot 
is significant both because of its direct connections with the growth and prosperity of the city 
of Carlisle during the seminal period of the rice industry in eastern Arkansas and because of 
its status as the best example in the city of Carlisle of the Tudor Revival style. However, its 
architectural significance is further enhanced by its iconography and the national associations 
that its Tudor Revival style held for the Germanic and Eastern European immigrants which 
the railroad so deliberately attempted to court. We may never know whether or not the 
railroad's designers were successful; yet it is clear that their intent was for these people to 
consider the Carlisle Depot as a symbol of home, familiar and welcoming, which told them 
that this place to which they had come was not so strange and unfriendly. 
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A parcel of land in the Northwest Quarter of Section 22, Township 2 North, Range 7 West 
of the Fifth Principal Meridian in the City of Carlisle, Lonoke County, Arkansas, described 
as follows: beginning at the intersection of the East line of Court Avenue and a line parallel 
with and 100 feet northerly of the centerline of the main track of the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railroad Company; thence Easterly along said parallel line a distance of 175 feet; 
thence southerly perpendicular to said centerline of the main track a distance of 80 feet; thence 
westerly parallel with and 20 feet northerly of said centerline of the main track a distance of 
177 feet, to said east line of Court A venue a distance of 81 feet, to the point of beginning, 
comprising in all less than one acre. 
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