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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

Bameyville Historic D i s t r i c t contains the greatest concentration of buildings associated 
with growth of the village from the mid-18th century through the early 20th century. A 
location of early agricultural settlement oriented toward the Palmer (Warren) River, 
Bameyville became a self-sufficient village with the flourishing of i t s successive 
shipbuilding . and jewelry-making industries in the 19th century. Now entirely residential, 
the d i s t r i c t maintains i t s rural character. Retaining integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and association, the Bameyville Historic District 
meets Criteria A and C on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 
Located in the northwestern section of Swansea, Bameyville Historic D i s t r i c t is a rural, 
residential area comprising approximately 27 acres. Old Providence Road connects village 
settlement on the east and west sides of the Palmer River, also known historically as the 
Warren River. The d i s t r i c t consists of a nucleated settlement near the intersection of 
Bameyville and Old Providence Roads giving way to more scattered settlement east of the 
river. 

The area contains 13 contributing resources and 16 noncontributing resources. Two 
historically significant sites, those of the Jonathan Barney-Mason Bamey Shipyard and 
the >fyles Garrison House, are marked by stone monuments- Noncontributing structures 
are primarily modest contemporary houses and secondary structures such as garages. Of the 
seven contributing wood-frame residences, two were b u i l t in the Georgian style, one in the 
Federal, two in the Greek Revi-val, and two in the Colonial Revival. The d i s t r i c t includes 
typical examples of the 2^-story house of the prominent 18th-century farmer, a double house 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 
Bameyville was f i r s t settled in the 17th centxiry, when the Rev. John Myles, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church and one of Swansea's f i r s t settlers, b u i l t his garrisoned home near 
the present intersection of Bameyville Road and Old Providence Road after 1563. A 
memorial tablet (1912, MHC #A5) was erected near the site of the garrison, which burned in 
1909. Connecting colonial development to the east in Swansea and to the west in what is 
now Barrington, Rhode Island was Myles (also known as Miles) Bridge over the Palmer River, one 
of the earliest bridges erected in this section of Bristol County. The f i r s t bridge may 
have dated to the early 18th century, for the Provincial Statutes of 1736-1737 refer to a 
Miles Bridge on a county road which had decayed. The towns of Swansea and Barrington were 
ordered to build a cart bridge at the location of the early bridge. Swansea raised the 
funds to maintain the bridge with a lottery in 1749. Replaced several times, including 
with an iron bridge in 1878, the present concrete abutment bridge was constructed in 1938 
(Photo #3). 

The village's earliest identity as Bameyville and i t s association with the shipbuilding 
industry in Swansea began in the late 18th century, when the Bamey Shipyard was begun by 
Jonathan Bamey. Barney, whose grandfather had moved to the Swansea area from Salem, in 1590, 
b u i l t the family homestead east of the river ca. 1750 (166 Old Providence Road, MHC #A3, 
Photo #1). Jonathan Barney also b u i l t the double house at 22-24 Bameyville Road (1771-1774, 
MHC #A2) across the river, on speculation that the success of his shipyard would translate 
into growth i n the surrounding area. The house is the earliest known example of the double-

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
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ArchitectursI Significance (continued) 

hvdlx for TOrkers, and atypical 19th-century farmhouiie. 

The oldest dvelling: in Barne^^/ille is the Barney Hoû e at 166 Old Provi-jence Roa/i (ca. 17!)0.. MHC *A3, 
Photo ). Located at the eastern edse. of the district but oriented '-est to ŵ ard the river (i.e., 
perpendiculiar to the road), the Barney Koi.;se is one ol the more architecturally axabitioî s hô .jses m the 
district. Of the chsi-acteristic 2 1/2-story, side-gabie, double-pile form vith double interior chimneys, the 
clapboarded Georgisri structure has a five-bay f acade distinguished by corner qiwins and long first floor 
w'lndow" containing 9/9 ŝ ash. Elements believed to date to the Federal period include a hood and engaged 
column surround at the center entry. Also during the Federal period, a. tvo-story gabled reer ell of briclc 
vas constructed. This vas an unusual b'.;ilding material in Svansea residential construction and 
particularly at Earne^^rille, vhere vood Tras m c-onstant supply at the ship '̂ard on the ri^'er. 

Jonatheri Barney, founder of the shipyard in the village, built the double hoijse nov kno'TiTi as the 
Daggett Place at 22-24 Bernewille Road (1771-1774, MHC •«'A2). This 1 1/2-story hotase vith steeply pitched 
gable roof is unique in the district for its six-bay facade and p.3iired center doors. Each tmit h;3s a central 
chimney. Modestly detailed with cornerboards and 12/12 sash, the hotise displa'" an aff inity vith the 
Georgian style in its door surrounds with Doric pilasters and fi'^re-light transoms. 

A second large d-=!;'-sliing is the Mason Barney House at 1 Earne—^lle Road (1802-1812, MHC *A1, Photo 
Prominently sited at the corner of Barne'rville Fioad ;and Old Providence Eioad, the house is oriented tovard 
the easterly approach from tl'ie r i ' ^ r . The 2 1/2-stoiT- Federal style hoiise vi t l i five-bay center-entry 
facade end double interior chimneys vas remodeled ca. 1900. Colonial Re'^val details added at that time 
include vide corner pilasters bearing oversized Corinthian capitals, a central gabled vail dormer 
conteming a tripartite vindov, and flanking gabled dormers vith fluted pilasters, keyed si-:iTounds, and 
traceiTin the upper sa2h. A brick rear ell vi th a columned porch vas also added to the hoi::se at that time. 

The Norton-Barney House at 227 Old Providence Road (ca. 1840, MHC *A162) on the east bank of the ri^v^r 
is a t*n:>ical 2 1 /2-story Greek Eie'nval structure with pedimented end gable, three-bay facade, and side­
hall plan. The single-story flat-roofed entrance porch is richly detailed vith fluted Doric coit;5mns. The 
door surround incorporates a vide f hese, dentil cornice, pilasters vith recessed Greek key motif s, and 
three-quarter sidelights. All vindo^" contain 6/6 sash. A one-story vest ving vith picture vindovvas 
probably added in tiie 1950s. Another Greek Revival house, more modest m scale and located at the closely 
settled vestern edge of the district, is 77 Barnewille e Road (ca. 1321, MHC *A151). This gabled, 11/2-story, 
ji-bay dvelling has a -̂ noe f rieze, cornerboards, and 6/6 sa^h. The end-bay entry is flanked by nerrov 
(possibly later) sideUghts and surmounted by a pitched door hood. 

A Barney descendant btiilt the farmhouse at 60 Barneyviile Road (MHC ' A160) ca. 1903. A 1 1/2-story, 
gable-front ̂ and -mg d w-elling, this ''/ernacular Colonial Re'^'^l house displa™ plain windov and door 
surrounds and bracketed porch posts. ¥hile situated on a 16-asre pai'cel extending from Barneyviile 
Road easx to the ri'/er, the house and contributing barn end ""ell are located on apprcAimately twti acres 
closest to tlie road; tins acreag:e comprises the extent of tiie property vithin the nominated district. 
Another 1 1/2-story gable-front house m the Colonial Re'.avsl style is 331 Old Providence Road (ca. 1920, 
not sur's.'eyed). Located on the vest bank of the river near the bridge, this hoijse is currently abandoned. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y f o r m at bo t tom 
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Architectural Significance (continued) 

Miscellaneous contributing resources incli^de xhe concrete Old Pro'ndence Road bridge over the ri^rer 
(1938, not sur '̂eyed), the most recent in a series of bridges at this location. The Mvles Garrison House Site 
Mai'ker (1912, MHC *A5) is astone monument erected on the site of the house belonging to the earliest 
kno '̂Ti settler of B^arne'j'̂ 'ille, the Rev. John Myles, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Svsnsea. 

Located in tvo pockets among the historic homes at the vestern end of the Barne\"/ille district are seven 
contemporary vernacular houses (5, 47, 51,. and 53 Barnewille Road; 328, 363 an6 367 Old Pro '̂idence 
Road). Placement of these late 1940s or 1930s hoi;ses suggests that sections of larger lots " '̂ith street 
frontage vere sold for development at that time. The houses are generally modest one-story, gabie-end 
structures vith projecting enclosed entries. Tiie house type is typical of post-¥orld ¥ar I I residentî al 
construction in Svansea. 

Historical Significance (continued) • ' • 

chimney plan in S w-ansea. Barney's business w-as lai-gely confined to small boats for local farmers and 
fishermen. It vas not until 1802, viien Jonathan Bai'ney relocated to Nev York and his son Mason (1782-
1869) took o '̂er tiue business, that the shipyard developed rapidly. 

Mason Bai'ney's shipyai'd occupied more than fi's^^ acres of land on the east side of the river. His first ship 
vds launched in 1803, end by the time the lasx \̂ .ss-el vas launched in 1839,13? ships had been bioilt m the 
yard under Ma^on Barney's supervision. These vessels included gunboats built for the Federal 
government during the Mexican ¥ar (1846-1848), vhalers, merchant ships for the China trade, barges 
for me cn the Blackstone Canal, and slave ships. Barney ships vere built of timber from surrounding 
forests, particijl^arly in neighboring Rehoboth and Dighton. Trees vere hauled to the shipyard vhere 
they vere hevn to the proper shape. Lask of a sav mill in Svansea necessitated that planking be 
brought in from Attleboro and Seekonk. [Svansea Tercent., 23-23 ] The ships vere issued from the 
shipyai'd near Myles Bridge and sent dovnstream to ¥ai'ren, E.hode Island for fitting. These ships vere 
kno-n as "Bungto'v;~i" ships, a name of unknown origin that is still associated vith Barne'^ille today. By 
1830 the yard employed more thaii 173 vorkers, at a time vhen the tovn's population numbered only 280 
families. 

A self-contained village had de'^loped aroiuid Barney's shipbuilding enterprise, one in v'hich he ser̂ red 
as. landlord, chief employer, storekeeper, postmaster, and banlcer. At one time Bai'ney minted coins 
knovn as "Bungto'vi'n Coppers." Extant evidence of his fmanciial success is his hoî se, built by his 
employees at 1 Barnewille Road (MHC *Ai) betveen 1802 and 1812. This home and the Bai-ney family 
homestead on tiie e;ast side of the river ere the largest houses in the village. The Barney shipyard closed 
abruptly in 1861, a direct result of the 1838 financial panic and groving demand for iron, rather than 
vooden, ships. A site marker at the southeast corner of Old Providence and Barne'^nlle Eioads (1983, MHC 
*A4) documents the importaiice of the ship'.^'d to the community. 

Je'S'elry m;anufacturing replaced shipbuilding as Barnewille's mainstay in the third qxiarxer of the 19th 
century. Daniel R. Child, a. carpenter in the Barney shipyard, vent to Providence to learn the jevelry 
business. Fieturning to Barne'"hlle, Child opened a jevelry factory, located first on the shipyard lot end 
later on Old Pro'vidence Road "west of Mason Barnev's house. The tvj-storv "wOod-frame factory (no longer 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Historical Significance (continued) 

extant) produced collar buttons and cufflinks, vhich reportedly ̂ --ere shipped to ell parts of the country. 
Child had married Elizabeth Mason Barney, granddaughter of Mason Barney, m 1834, and the couple 
eventually resided at the Mason Bamey home. Child vas politically acxi'pe, serving eight years as a tovn 
selectman and one term as a Representati'.'e to the MassachiK-etts Legislature. 

D. R. Child S: Co. employed men and vomen from Ŝ K'-ansea and a îioining to-siis. Barne^Ailie's accessibility 
via the Pro-̂ idence 5i Fall River Street Railvay accotnted for a steady supply of emplo';;̂ .es. In 1894, the 
bvjsiness v̂ 'as sold to J. L. Fenimore and later transferred to Lorenzo P. Sturte'rant. Sturte'rant, then ovner 
of the Mason Barney House, vas responsible for the ca. 1900 remodeling of the building. Sturtevant 
planted elaborate gardens soutli of the house vhich are no longer extant. After more transfers, the 
jevelry manuf acturing business '!vas purchased m 1911 by B. F. Kcrton and J. A. ¥heeler and the name 
changed to the North S'̂ -̂'ansea Manufacturing Company. 'The factory employed 30 to 60 people in the 
manufacture of collar buttons, sleeve links, tie clasps, and stick pins. B'usiness contirn^d to floi;i'ish until 
the eai'ly 1920s vhen the street railixiad, vhich brought employees to the factory, vent out of business. 
The factory vas demolished at an unkno-̂ Ti date. 

In addition tc the industries that supported Bame'A'ille tliroughout its history, farming and other 
agriculture-related pursuits vere practiced by Barney descendants on tlieir large land-holdings flanking 
the ri'̂ rer in the late 19th and early 20th centiu'ies. Algernon K. Barney, vho resided at the 1200-acre 
f amily homestead at 166 Old Providence Kload in the 189us, sold hay and produce to the City of Providence. 
He held the garbage contract for the cities of Providence and later Pavtiicket, Ne'wport, Fall River, and 
Nev Bedford. The refijse provided food for the tiiousands of hogs that Barney raised over the years. In 
1903, .John Barney built a f armhouse on the opposite side of the river at 60 Earnevville Road. Some 
portion of .John Barney's 16-acre property is belie'.̂ d to ha.'ve been cultivated, though the products of the 
farm have not yet been determined. 

Although most of Barneyviile's extant buildings ser-ved or complemented residential uses, the Greek 
Revival biulding at 77 Barnewille Road (MHC *A161) "-as tred as a chapel in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Algernon Barney, vho obtained the building from tie Free ¥ill Baptist Cht;a"ch, deeded the 
structure to the Catholic church ca. 1903 for the benefit of the Portuguese immigrants vho vorked on his 
farm. This may be the same building vhere the mission churcii of St. Francis vas established in 191C!-
1911 by apriest from tlie Fall Eiiver parish of St. Anne's. The building reverted to residential lise at an 
undetermined date. Only one commercial building knovn to have been associated vith Bsme-p̂ Ale 
survives, a vernacular Gothic Re'vival structure located roughly one-quarter mile east cf the historic 
district at 5 Mason Street. Tiiis building, vhich served various uses as a hotel, store, and post of fice, has 
been excluded from the historic district due to the axaount of 'Contempora;!"' infill construction betveen 
Mason Street and the Barney homestead (166 Old Providence Road) at the eastern edge of the district. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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_eKj£ice_of „ the, Se cretary, Bos t on 

Community: Form No:. 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA see DDS 

Property Name: Bameyville H.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 

The Barne'rville Historic District comprises the greatest concentration of intact resoiu'ces historically 
associated '^ith the de\'̂ lopment of the village at Barne'Aille from ca. 1730 to ca. 1939. The district also 
incltides a portion of the Palmer (¥arren) River vhere it is spanned by a bridge on Old Pro'.idence Road, 
as ^/ell as portions of marshland on the river banks and open space on the souti'i side of Old Pro'̂ hdence 
Road, nov used as a golf course. Boundaries incorporate a line of convenience drawn approximately 200 
feet from the road on large properties vithin the district. Tiie district is distinguished from areas of 
concentrated contemporary de'̂ l̂opment and/or lesser architectural integrity to the east, southeast, and 
north-E'-est. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



District Data Sheet 
Bsrne'y^/'ille Historic District, Sxv'ansea., Massachusetts 

Map ^ MHC * Historic Name Street Address Date of 
Construction 

Status St'i'le Resoui 

20/1 Al Mason Barney House 

shed 
garage 

1 Bsrne^priUe Road 1801-1812/ 
ca. 1900 
ca. 1965 
ca. 1945 

C 

NC 
NC 

Federal/ B 
Colonial Rev. 

B 
B 

20/2 A — — 5 Barney^hlle Road ca. 1950 NC contemporary B 

20/3 A2 Daggett Place 
converted barn 
shed 
veil ho\.ise 

22-24 Barneyihlle Roe .d 1771-4 
ca. I960 
ca. I960 
ca. 1960 

C 
NC 
NC 
NC 

Georgian B 
B 
B 
St. 

20/4B — — 47 Barneyviile Road ca. 1950 NC contemporary B 

20/5C — — 51 Barneimlle Road ca. 1950 NC contemporary B 

20/6D — — 55 Barne'i'A''ille Road ca. 1950 NC contemporary B 

20/7 A160 John Barney Farm 
bai'n 

60 Barne'i,!^,''ille Road 1903 
ca. 1890 

C 
C 

Colonial Rev. B 
19C utilitarian B 

20/8 A161 
garag:e 

77 B8rney\'ille Road ca. 1821 
ca. 1960 

C 
NC 

Greek Revival B 
B 

20/10 A3 Barney House 
garage 

166 Old Pro-'̂ -dence Road ca. 1750 
ca. 1950 

C 
NC 

Georsian B 
B 

20/17E — [golf course ] Old Pro-vidence Road ca. 1960s NC Si. 



Bameyville H.D./2 

20/11 A162 

20/9 

20/121 A4 

20/13 A5 

20/18H -~ 

20/14 - -

20/15E — 

Norton-Barney Hse. 227 Old Pro\^dence Road 
gara.ge/carriage house 
barn 

Old Prov. Rd. Bridge Old Providence Roa.d 

Barney Ship'','~ard 
Site Marker 

Old Providence P'.oad/ 
B:ai'ne*>";ille Road 

Myles Garrison House Old Providence Road 
Site Marker 

ca. 1840 
ca. 1890 
ca. 1890 

1938 

1983 

1912 

328 Old Providence Road ca. 1950 

331 Old Providence Road 
garage 

363 Old Providence Road 

367 Old Providence Road 

ca. 1920 
ca. 1920 

ca. 1950 

ca. 1950 

C 
C 
C 

C 

NC 

NC 

C 
C 

NC 

NC 

Greek Revival B 
19C utilitarian B 
19C utilitai'ian B 

St, 

contemporary B 

Colonial Rev. B 
B 

contemporary B 

contemporary B 

Key: Map * = sheet number of assessor's map/property number in district 
Capital letter at end of property number denotes noncontributing property. 

C = contributing NC = noncontributing B = building Si. = site St. = structure 0 = object 

Buildings 
Sites 
Strtactures 
Objects 
Total 

contributing  
11  
0  
1  
1 

13 

noncontributing 
13 

1 
1 

_1 
16 



NM l«onii om Afimvtl No. 10t^001$ 
(Mt) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Slieet 

Section number Page 

Swansea MRA Date L i s t e d • 
B r i s t o l County, MASSACHUSETTS 

f i l t e r e d I n t t a / , , / 
1. Anthony, Davmd M. , House !?ationAl Heglflt«r^eeper ^^^^3A-^3.'---\,.'.~--yy^es.<.^ /76/7yy 

A t t e s t 
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Attest 

8. Church of Christ, Swansea wintered i n tn« 

Hatlonal Eegieter 
Attest 

9. Cole , Benjamin, House fintered I n 
Vatlonal Heclster 

A t t e s t 

10/ Colony Historic District iyi^r*-in|ifi i«n«r j^^^'P^^^ A>A3^^^37^'^'y<-. €>-Z.-/i-SO 
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