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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The house is frame with clapboarding. It has two stories on an elevated

Stuccoed tabby basement. The roof is hipped. On the front is a double-tierg

portico. ¢ M
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The interior, which follows a modified Adam style, has the traditional
center hall with dfawing room on the right, dining room on left and two
additional rooms behind. In the hall, an archway frames the staircase.

On the landing is a handsome Palladian window. From the landing a divided
stairway leads to the second floor ﬁhere there is a large ballroom with a
retiring room.

Exceptionally fine, handcarved mantels featuring allegorical figures.
ribbons, fruit, flowers and sheaves of wheat. The moldings and cornices
are beautifully decorated.

The house is in good condition, and partially restored.

Historic Beaufort Foundation, for which house is headquarters, plans to
continue restoration already begun: restoration of elaborate plaster molding;
scraping and painting of Walls,.ceilings and mantels in 5 rooms; exterior
painting » replacing of porch bannisters and shutters will follow
comprehensive restoration plan by Charleston architect Albert Simons. Also

planned is restoring of historic garden area, according to Simons plan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Beaufort landmark since the 1790s, when built by John Mark Verdier. Son
of a French Huguenot emigrant, Verdier was a wealthy planter and merchant
whose house typified Beaufort's gracious architectural style and was a
focal point of the town,providing entertaimment for Lafayette during his
Southern visit and, in the 1860s, headquarters for Union troops. (Historic
Beaufort Foundation has a picture of the house with Union troops in front.)

In the ballroom, Beaufort's first telephone was installed.

The heirs of the builder owned the house until 1940 when it was bought
by a committee for the Preservation of the Lafayette Building through public
subscriptions. In 1967, this committee founded the Historic Beaufort

. \Unakes -
Foundation, which now owns the house as headquarters, anHﬂtEe focal point

of the Historic Beaufort District which is listed on the National Register

of Historic Places.
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THE JOHN MARK VERDIER HOUSE

BEAUFORT,
SOUTH CAROLINA




THE LAFAYETTE BUILDING

It was in the late 1790s that John Mark Verdier,
one of Beaufort’s leading merchants, built his fine
Adam-style residence on “‘the Bay’’, where, within a
stone’s throw, he could see his own ships moored to his
own wharf on Beaufort River—ships which took the
new long staple Sea lIsland cotton to England and
brought back the furniture which graced so many early
Beoufort homes.

John Verdier planned his house according to the tra-
ditional pattern with a very fine parlor to the right of
the entrance and on the second floor a spacious ball-
room and its retiring room extending across the full
face of the building. A fine stair hall, with the usual
paladian window and a graceful dividing stairway rose
to this area and the whole was handsomely decorated
in the restrained but elegont style of the late Adam
period.

It was in this house that Beaufort entertained the
Marquis de LaFayette upon his visit while on the grand
tour of the South in 1825. Delayed by lavish but cordial
hospitality on Edisto Island, LaFayette to the dismay of
all Beaufortonians arrived far after dark and the royal
welcome was perforce, crowded into the few brief hours
before his mid-night departure for Savannch. However
the enthusiasm, decorations and entertainment of this
evening affair was equal to any on the Marquis’ tour.
His evident appreciation was so great that the towns
people from that time began calling the John Mark
Verdier house the LaFayette Building.

This large white clapboard building is finely propor-
tioned, its four corners graced by a delicate rope motif
which is repeated in some of its fine interior decorations.
The eaves are marked with restrained but handsome
dentils. A columned portico gives access to a hand-
somely carved front doorway.

The uses to which this house has been put are many
and varied.

It was doubtless the residence of the Verdier family

until the Union forces took it for their headquarters

during the Civil War. In the ballroom, some years later,
Beaufort’s first telephone was installed. The basement
at one time housed our first ice-house, from which
wagons carried blocks of ice to local houses, ice from
New England ponds shipped here by schooner and in-
sulated by sawdust. This basement portion of the build-
ing went from store to specialty shop many times, and
was within recent years converted into a fine eating
place known as the LaFayette Restaurant.

The upper floors for more than a hundred years have
been rented as offices, to lawyers, brokers, insurance
people, realtors and various business enterprises. For
many years Jacob Blocker, truly a colored gentleman,
operoted in what is now the Drawing Room a ““tonsorial
parlor’’ where with a straight razor, clipping scissors
courtly manners and great professional skill he cared
for the heads and faces of Beaufort’s gentry.

tn the adjoining building, which is a supporting part
of the property, was the first Beaufort automobile show-
room and service department.

In 1942 the Verdier Building had become a rooming
house, and had fallen into disrepair, almost into squa-
lor, and was threatened with condemnation. Thanks
largely to the generosity of the Verdier heirs who still
owned the major interest in the property and to that
of Mr. William Levin who had acquired an interest in it,
the house was bought by public subscription to be pre-
served as a memorial to the gallant sons of Beaufort
who had given their lives for their country. Legal title
was placed in The Beaufort Museum and the property
administered by a committee of citizens.

This committee was instrumental in 1967 in found-
ing The Historic Beaufort Foundation and a year later
successfully advocated the transfer of the LaFayette
Building to this organization. The Foundation has con-
tinued the program of restoration many of the results
of which are just now becoming visible. We loock to-
ward the eventual total restoration and furnishing of
this beautiful building as a House Museum, to be a
reminder to our peoble of their cultural heritage and an
attraction to our visitors,
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