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DESCRIPTION ' ""• ' 

CONDITION CHECK ONE ?f CHECK ONE 

^EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED UNALTERED , . ORIGINAL SITE ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

_ G 0 0 0 - R U I N S ^ALTERED - M O V E D D A T E _ ! 

—FAW —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ^ , 

The Nathaniel Page House i s located at 89 Page Road i n Bedford. The house i s 
situated near the intersection of Page and Brooksbie Roads and i s surrounded 
by mid-20th century residences. The % acre of property i s landscaped by 
t a l l shade trees and pines and has low shrubbery encircling the bu i l d i n g . ^ 

The o r i g i n a l house was b u i l t i n 1687 by Nathaniel Page. I t had three e l l s , 
one on each elevation, and an attached barn. Between 1887 and 1891 the 
two large east and west elevation e l l s were removed, and the present structure 
was moved from the head of Brooksbie Road several hundred yards to the west. 
The o r i g i n a l barn stands on land adjoining the eastem border of the property . 
and i s owned by the Wedgewood Club. ; 

The Nathaniel Page House, although diminished i n size from i t s o r i g i n a l , 
remains one of the ea r l i e s t homes i n Bedford. The existing L-plan structure 
stands 2% stories t a l l on the stone foundation that was b u i l t to support the 
house at the time of the c.1887 moving. The f i v e bay wide by one bay deep 
main section has a two story e l l extending from the western end of the north 
(rear) elevation. The ridge roof of the main house carries a s l i g h t l y o f f 
center chimney. The ridge roof of the e l l gives r i s e to two chimneys. The ^^ j^ 
entire building i s sheathed i n clapboards painted red with a p l a i n entablature 1 
and comer boards painted white. Window and door architraves are also painted j 
white. Fenestration i s 6/6 of contrasting scale. 

The facade faces south toward Page Road. Three steps lead to the six panel ^ •,-
center entrance door which i s framed by a pla i n architrave. The second . 
story window cornices are linked by the entablature of the bu i l d i n g . The 
facade windows are framed by shutters. 

The east and west elevations each have a single window on the f i r s t and second 
stories and a gable window overhead. The west elevation of the e l l projects 
out s l i g h t l y from the main portion of the house, and thus creates a single bay 
south entrance section to the e l l . Steps lead to a door with six l i g h t s headed 
by a window on the second story. The east elevation of the e l l i s asymmetrical. 
There are three windows on the f i r s t story with a nine l i g h t and a six l i g h t 
casement overhead d i r e c t l y beneath the eaves. 

The i n t e r i o r has a central h a l l plan with the attached e l l housing the kitchen. 
The rooms reta i n old wainscoting, o r i g i n a l c e i l i n g beams, gunstock corner posts 
and the two o r i g i n a l staircases. ...̂  , . , ;» . • -
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT N a t h a n i e l Page 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Nathaniel Page House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the oldest structures 
remaining i n Bedford, and for i t s association with the Page family and the 
Bedford Flag. Originating i n 1687, the house was continuously owned by 
eight successive generations of Pages. The Bedford Flag i s the oldest f l a g 
i n the United States and i s recognized as America's f i r s t b a t t l e standard. 
The only known f l a g i n existence that was carried i n the Concord Fight, 
i t was long i n the possession of the Page family. The Revolutionary War 
r e l i c was designed by an unknown a r t i s t and was made i n England i n the 17th 
century f o r colonial troops i n Massachusetts. The banner bears an armor 
clad arm with sword i n hand and the Latin motto for "Conquer and Die." 

The o r i g i n a l Page farm was part of a grant from the Colonial Court to — -
Edward Oakes. The property changed hands numerous times before being ' ' t - . 
purchased by Nathaniel Page (!D i n 1687. He had arrived from England three 
years before and received an appointment from Governor Joseph Dudley as 
s h e r i f f or marshal of Suffolk County. Nathaniel Page ( I ) died i n 1692 
and was succeeded on his farm, i n turn, by Nathaniel ( I I ) , Christopher, 
John, Nathaniel ( I I I ) , Nathaniel ( I V ) , and Cyrus. A l l of these were w e l l 
respected i n the community as affl u e n t farmers. The Page family were also 
leaders i n the move to incorporate the Town of Bedford i n 1729. Many Page - .V 
occupants of the house held important town o f f i c e s . 

One of the Pages was a colonel i n the French and Indian War. Four Pages fought 
at Concord. Christopher, son of Nathaniel ( I I ) , was sergeant of the Minute 
Men. Seven of the family were i n the company of m i l i t i a when they marched to 
the defence of Boston i n 1812. The f i r s t Nathaniel Page, s e t t l e r of the home 
on Page Road i n 1687, was a comet, as were his sons Nathaniel, born 1702, and 
John, born 1704. John's son, Nathaniel, born 1742, carried the f l a g to Lexington. 

On the night of A p r i l 18, 1775, Nathaniel 3rd was wakened by two couriers sent 
out on the f i r s t alarm at Lexington. Nathaniel took the old f l a g which had 
been i n keeping of the Page family for generations and which his company had , • 
designated as t h e i r standard, and met his fellow Minute Men at Fitch Tavem 
(National Register nomination) i n Bedford Center. The f l a g was carried by .' ̂  
Cornet Nathaniel Page at Concord's Old North Bridge and on through Lexington 
to Cambridge. The f l a g was returned to i t s home i n the Page family house 
where i t remained for over 100 years. I n 1885 the f l a g was presented to the 
Town of Bedford by Captain Cyrus Page, born 1801, grandson of Cornet Nathaniel 
Page of the Minute Men Company. 
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