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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE  ~,

The Nat hani el Page House i slocated at 89 Page Road i nBedford. The housei s
situated near theintersection of Page and Brooksbie Roads and i s surrounded
by md-20th century residences. The %acre of property i slandscaped by

tall shade trees and pines and has | owshrubbery encircling the building. A

The original house was built i n 1687 by Nathaniel Page. | t had three ells,
one on each elevation, and an attached barn. Between 1887 and 1891 t he

two |arge east and west elevation ells were renoved, and t hepresent structure
was noved from t he head of Brookshie Road several hundred yards tothe west.
The original barn stands on land adjoining theeastem border of theproperty.
and i sowned by the Wdgewood Cl ub. ;
The Nat hani el Page House, although dimnished i nsize fromits original,

remai ns one of theearliest hones i nBedford. The existing L-plan structure

stands 2%stories tall on thestone foundation that was built tosupport the

house at thetime of thec.1887 noving. The five bay wi de by one bay deep

main sectionhas a two story ell extending from the western end of the north

(rear) elevation. The ridge roof of the main house carries a slightly off

center chimey. The ridge roof of theell gives rise totwo chimeys. The AN
entire building i ssheathed i nclapboards painted red with a plain entablature

and comer boards painted white. Wndow and door architraves are also painted

white. Fenestrationi s6/6 of contrasting scale.

The facade f aces sout ht owar d Page Road. Three steps|eadto the six panel N
center entrance door which i sframed by a plain architrave. The second

story wi ndow cornices arelinked by theentablature of the building. The

facade wi ndows are framed by shutters.

The east and west el evations each have a single window on thefirst and second
stories and a gable wi ndow overhead. The west elevation of theell projects

out slightly fromthemain portion of thehouse, and thus creates a single bay
south entrance sectiontotheell. Steps lead toa door with six lights headed
by a wi ndow on t hesecond story. The east elevation of theell i s asymmetrical.
There arethree windows on thefirst story with anine light and a six |ight
casenment overhead directly beneath the eaves.

The interior has a central hall planwith theattached ell housing thekitchen.
The roons retain old wainscoting, original ceiling beans, gunstock corner posts
and thetwo original staircases. .. » . -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nathani el Page House i ssignificant as one of theol dest structures
remaining in Bedford, and for itsassociationwith thePage famly and the
Bedford Flag. Originatingi n 1687, the house was continuously owned by

ei ght successive generations of Pages. The Bedford Flag i stheoldest flag
in theUnited States and is recognized as America's first battle standard.
The only known flag i nexistence that was carried i nt heConcord Fight,

it was long i nthepossession of thePage famly. The Revolutionary Vér
relic was designed by an unknown artist and was rmade i n England i nthe 17th
century for colonial troops in Massachusetts. The banner bears an arnor

clad armwith sword i nhand and t helatin motto for "Conquer and Die."

The original Page farmwas part of a grant from t heCol onial Court to — -

Edward Cakes. The property changed hands numerous tinmes before being "to-
purchased by Nathaniel Page (IDin1687. He had arrived from England three

years before and received an appointment from Governor Joseph Dudl ey as

sheriff or marshal of Suffolk County. Nathaniel Page (I) died i n 1692

and was succeeded on his farm i nturn, by Nathaniel (11), Christopher,

John, Nathaniel (I11), Nathaniel (1V), and Cyrus. Al | of these were well
respected i nthecomunity as affluent farmers. The Page fam |y were also

| eaders i nthe nove toincorporate t heTown of Bedford i n1729. Many Page -V
occupants of t hehouse held important town offices.

ne of t hePages was a colonel i ntheFrench and I ndian War. Four Pages fought

at Concord. Christopher, son of Nathaniel (I11),was sergeant of theM nute

Men.  Seven of thefamily were i ntheconpany of militia when they marchedt o

the defence of Boston i n1812. The first Nathaniel Page, settler of the hone

on Page Road i n 1687, was a comet, as were his sons Nathaniel, born 1702, and
John, born 1704. John's son, Nathaniel, born 1742, carried theflag t o Lexington.

Oh the night of April 18, 1775, Nathaniel 3rd was wakened by two couriers sent

out on thefirst alarm at Lexington. Nathaniel took theold flag which had

been i n keeping of the Page fam |y for generations andwhich his conpany had , -«
designated as their standard, and met his fellow Mnute Men at Fitch Tavem
(National Register nomnation) i nBedford Center. The flag was carried by A
Cornet Nathaniel Page at Concord's O dNorth Bridge and on through Lexington

to Canbridge. The flag was returned toitshone i nthe Page fami |y house

where i t remained for over 100 years. | n 1885 theflag was presented to the
Town of Bedford by Captain Cyrus Page, born 1801, grandson of Cornet Nathani el
Page of t heM nute Men Conpany.
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