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1. Name

historic Jhfe Claflin School

and/or common The Claflin School

2. Location

street & number 110-112 Washington Park N/A" not for publication
city, town  Newton NIA yicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational 2L private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object N/A in process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
Pent house Associ at es
nane
0 Paul F. McDonough, Jr., 28 State Street

street & number
city, town Boston il/A vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds
street & number 208 Cambridge Street
city, town Cambridge state MASSAChUSEL S
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of
title the Commonwealth #70>$"" 5~ has this property been determined eligible? yes _X_no
date 1984 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only

received 5 1934

j

date entered “yg j g

state Massachusetts



7- DeSCFIptIOn Claflin .Sr.hnni

. Npwtnn. MA
Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated unaltered V original site
good ruins A altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Claflin School is alate Victoriannasonry structure (1891, J. Merrill Brown) that
faces north on a corner | ot at the intersection of Washington Park and V&l nut Street in
Newtonville. [tis located onarelatively flat plain bounded on the west by Vést Newt on
Hill and on the east by the Gonmonweal th Avenue Hills. |t is about onemle northof

Bul  ough's Pond, the geographical center of Newt on.

The school is set back apFroxi mat el y tvventy-five feet from both of the streets on which

it faces. Part of the village of Newtonville, itis situatedonalarge |otinanarea

which retains its19th century suburban streetscane. The surrounding neighborhood consists

\%u resigential bui | di ngs on Véshington Park and civic and | owrise comercial buildingson
nut Street.

The building, essentiallyrectangular in plan, rises three storiesto a rather conplex roof -
line which I's punctuated by two promnent chinmeys on the east and west, and several trans-
verse gables of different sizes that rise fromall four elevations. Standi n% on a?ranite
foundation, the school is sheathed in brick and capped by a steeply pitched hip roo

covered in slatewth copper ridges.

Particularly rich in decorative detail, the school is encircled by acorbelled brick cornice
and a rusticated brownstone watertable. Pressed yellow brick and brownstone are also

often used as trimmng elenments surrounding w ndow and entries. Throughout nuch of the

bui [ ding, fenestrationis arranged in groups of three with rectangular and arched openi ngs
glazed by 1/1 sash. Wndows are general |y headed by brownstone |intels and brick corbelling
or by yellow brick, voussoirs. . . . - - .

The north elevation is the facade of the building. Three symetrically aligned gable
pavillions areitsnost distinctive feature. The central ''rprincipal transverse gable
Is flanked by two secondary ones. Wthin the major pavilion is a set of three w ndows

on each floor. Thdy' incTtide-'a group.of arched openings on the first story,-rectangul ar
w ndows on the second |evel, andatripartite Palladian in form arched opening on the
third floor. Aso of note, belowthis third set group of wndows ns.a brownstone pl aque
on which is carved "Claflin Ganmer School." The secondary gabl e pavilions contain w ndows
simlar inform tothose onthe main pavilion, with the exception that the ones here are
placed only on the second and third story, and the central opening in acluster of

w ndows is |arger than those flankingit.

Located between the pavilion onthis elevation arethe two Eri ncipal entriesto the
school. They are framed oy rusticated brownstone blocks and headed by pressed yel | ow
brick voussoirs which contain sem-circular [ights within their arches. Now recessed,
doorways were originally set flush with the brownstone entry surrounds.

The east and west elevations form the sides of the building and areidentical in conposition.
Asymmetrical informat, the domnate feature on these elevations is a transverse gable

| ocated on the southern end and simlar indesign, detail andfenestrationto others found
on the building.

The south elevation is the rear of the building. Simlar indesign tothe principal facade,

It contains a central gable pavilion flanked by tw snaller ones. On these secondary

secondary pavilion, however, a hip roof is used rather than the gable form that is found on th
facaae. Fenestration onthis face consists of five bays on the central



8. Significance The Claflin school, Newton, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry . — " politics government transportation
invention . . other (specify)
Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect J, Merrill Brown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Claflin School possesses integrity of design, location, setting materials, v/orkman-
ship and feeling as well as associations with Newton's suburban development in the late
19th century. It is also significant as a fine example of late Victorian institutional
architecture as designed by the locally prominent architect, J. Merrill Brown, who is
known primarily for his school and residential designs in late 19th century suburban
Boston. The Claflin School thus meets Criteria A & C of the National Register of Historic
Places.

The Claflin School is located in Newtonville, one of thirteen villages in the City of
Newton. Located on one of its major north/south thoroughfares. Walnut Street, it stands
near the historic center of this community which developed in the second half of the 19th
century as part of Boston's suburban movement. Newtonville particularly attracted residents
because it combined a fine transportation system with an excellent public school program.

Constructed in 1891, the Claflin School was built during a period of major growth in Newton
which had begun in the 1880s and continued through the early 20th century. The school,

in fact, is named for a successful Boston businessman and politician, William Claflin,

who settled in Newtonville in the 1850s and was responsible for the subdivision of much of
the area's farmland.

The need for the construction of this school in 1891 came from an expansion in the school-
age population which had increased by almost 1000 pupils from 1831-1893. When new, the
school was considered a model educational structure and reflected the city's commitment
to the development of cn excellent school system. The building contained Six classrooms
and was used by the upper grammar school grades. In 1953, having outgrown the facility,
the student body moved to a new schoolhouse, also called the Claflin School. The older
building was subsequently purchased by Newton Junior College which remained here until

the facility closed in 1976.

Nov the oldest school in Newton, Claflin was the first to be built of masonry. It takes its
place within a slightly larger context of public buildings designed by architects trained

in the offices of H.H. Richardson and Peabody and Stearns. The Claflin School is on a

modest scale, but clearly manifests its architectural antecedents. Its architect, J. Merrill
Brown (1853-1909) was one of the early students at the MIT School of Architecture before work-
ing in the offices of H.H. Richardson and Peabody and Stearns. _His own practice began in
Boston in 1882 and for many years he designed mainly residential buildings in the Boston
suburban area. In addition, he designed Gov. Flower's Watertown, NY home as well as the
commercial Massasoit National Bank in Fall River and the Eddy Building in New Bedford.

Brown was a well respected late 19th century Boston architect who managed to adapt his
Beaux-Arts training and Richardsonian experience to the practicalities of educational,
residential, and commercial buildings without sacrificing the period's high standards of
design.

(continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

Boston Public Library, Department of Fine Arts, Architects' File, "J. Merrill Brown.
City of Newton, Public Documents, 1886-1891.
Historic Newton Inc., Newton's 19th Century Architecture, Newtonville, 1980.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 80.981 sq. ft.
Quadrangle name Newton Quadrangle Quadrangle scale 1:25000
UT M References

AULr MU 2,4.d 14]6]9, 0 6,5,0 L

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
C JIIrrrrr DL J LU . J L
eLLy LTI LTI ;L FLLI LL )
G|_L L J L I_I_ J—L

Verbal boundary description and justification

See Attached Assessor's Mp

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner with Architectural Preservation Associates

nameftitle

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission February, 1984
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone = +(617) ,727-847.0, ,-.C
ity or town Boston -stdte ' e¢"Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set fortkJjy the National Park Service. y<f--.!

State Historic Preseryatjgn Officer signature y'~"'Acu ™ AAA- gAN-AXVANANA si-n e
~ State Historic Preservation Office

title Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion date v/o//ly

For NP8 use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

J Entered In the
Mat | onal Begl at af

date

(eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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bays onthe smaller ones. Wndows are sinply treated and are generally rectangular inform
except for the arched tripartite opening which is found within the central gable.

The building has generally remained intact over the years with only adoor added inthe
20th century at the basenent level onthe east facade. Recently, however, the school was
rehabilitated and converted into apartments. This reconstruction followed the Secretary

of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the work was certified by the National Park
Service in 1983

Section 8 Significance (Con't)

Astylistic blend of R chardsonian Fonanesque and Hgh Victorian Gothic which were current
in Newton and Boston at the turn of the century, the exterior of the building renains intact
as it was constructed. Mnor exceptions are a newdoor onthe east facade, anelevator
pent house on the roof, tw recessed dorners onthe west roof and newentrance stairs and
rails. The only loss onthe exterior is aband of decorativecorbelling onthe entrance
arches which was renoved to attach wooden porticoesinthe early 20th century. Exterior
al terations throughout the buildi n?'s history have been mnor and reversible. The
interior of the building retains only afew original details such as the Assenbly room
trusses. A though vacant since 1976, the building renains generally intact. |t has re-
cently been converted through private devel opnent into residential apartments with the
rehabilitation work certified by the National Park Service in 1983.






WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Claflin School
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

EZI resubmission
im nomination by person or local government
n owner objection

LD appeal
Substantive Review: sample request * appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | I deteriorated ¢ unaltered
(m good e ruins ¢ altered
o fair ¢ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
e alterations/integrity
I | dates

I I boundary selection

JOoL 16 181

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date

Date Due:

Action:

Entered I n %EB
National Hdi“\tr&S1J

n

ANEAN -/

, \CFPT

RETURN
.REJECT.

Federal Agency:

NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.

JyACIN-T-

Ss/~lIsvn
//\



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph > *

e completeness " K,

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance '
e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal t>oundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
« Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












HISTORICAL COMMISSION

City of Newton, M assachusts
Incorporated 1873 '
CITY HALL
1000 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, NEWTON CEIiITM.Q?j>> / jZTO
TELEPHONE (617) 552-71357~C_C'-'~ - J

Barbara Thi bault
Chai rman

4 June 1984 ’ "ee "*'MASS. HIST. COMM.

Ms Kat hryn Kubie, Preservation Planner
MASSACH BETTS H STOR CAL OMM SSI ON
294 Washington Street -
Bost on Massachusetts 02108

Re: Claflin School - National Regi ster Nom nation

Dear Ms Kubi e:

Encl osed i sa copy of a notion passed at our |ast meeting supporting
the nom nation of theClaflin School t o theNational Register. The
school i sthefinest of Newon's remaining 19th Century Schools and
has been sensitively andappropriately adapted for multifamly

housi ng.

V& hope that our support of this project will encourage other
devel opers tofollow suit.

Sincer

Lawr ence C Bauer, Secretary
Newt on Historical Comm ssion
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City of Nemton, Massachusets

Incorporated 1873
CITY HALL
1000 COMMONVWEALTH AVENLE NEWWON CENTRE 02159
TELEPHONE (617) 5627135

I1ISIURICAI COMMISSION

Barbara Thi baul t
Chai r man
RECOD - ACTI ON
MOMTON NO 84-5
DATE 3 May 1984
SIBIECT: Claflin School - National Register Listing
AT AMETING on 3 May 1984 , the N\BATON H STCR CAL COMM SS ON

by avote of 5 to O , passed thefollowi ng motion:

Resolved, that the Newon Historical Commission inrecognition of
an admrable jobof adaptive reuse of one of Newton's finest nine-
teenth century school buildings, whol eheartedly supports nom nation
of the Claflin School t othe National Register of Historic Places.

MEMBERS VOTI NG Thi bault, Bauer, Arthur, Husher for Berknan,
Schilder for Pauler.

RRTHER ACTI ON REQJ RED

Secretary of the Conmi ssion

QAP ESTQ Kat hryn Kubie
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion



