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1. Name of Property
historic name Rowell House
other names/site nhumber N/A

2. Location

street & number Gull Pond Road N not for publication

City, town WplIfIPPt N, vicinity

state Massachusp.rfs code n?~ county Barnstable code _ooJu zip code 02630

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fxI private m  building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I'public-local | Idistrict buildings
| I public-State * site - sites
| Ipublic-Federal | Istructure structures
| | object > - objects
2 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
RIA listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet

Signature of certifying offici Dat* /
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau state Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parle Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[*entered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet,
undetermined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register.
| Iother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor Use Rowell House, Wellfleet, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic: single dwelling Domestic: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation
col oni al walls wood: shingle
wood; cl apboard
|.@ other: conmposition shingles
ot her

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Rovell House (ca. 1731, MC #T-306, Photos 1 & 2) islocated west of Qill
Fond i nthe northeast corner of the town of Wllfleet. @Il Pond isthe

| argest and southernnost ina group of seven freshwater ponds that span the
eastern end of the Wl Ifleet-Truro town boundary. Containing 14 acres, the
property i s situated between Qill Pond and the colonial King's Hghway, a
north-south artery that connected Easthamto Providence and renained inactive
use fromthe early 18th century through the early 19th century. The col onial
Ig)\%eqvlﬁyl-tlx?sm little nore than an overgrown trail inthe vicinity of the

e.

The Rovell House is situated at the northern end of a rectangul ar-shaped | ot
fronting Qil Pond Road to the south. Set-back is ?Jogrom nately 400 feet from
Qll Pond Road, a paved east-west route connectin Route 6 (tothe west)
with Qean MewDrive along the Atlantic shore. Qcupying a snall clearingin
a slightly hilly, forested area, the Rwell House is screened fromthe road by
trees. A sandy driveway approaches the house fromthe southeast. Qiented
south, the house vas built on a slight incline rising tothe north. Thereis
a privy (frame, gable roof, shingleclad) northwest of the house that is mo
Ionger I N use. physi cal evidence remdins to suggest that other _

out bui | di ngs once exiSted on the property. There Islimted shrub planting at
the southwest corner of the house at the nain entry. The nearest houses (all
built ca. 1950) rest on an incline northwest of the Rowell House and are
accessi bl e by School house Hill Road to the west. O adjacent Qill Fond Reed
property to the southeast isthe Captain Sawel Rder House, a ca. 1800 full
cape operated as a house noseumby the Vel | fleet Hstorical Society.

The Fovell Houseisa 1 12 story, double-pilehousewith a gable roof and
interior end chinmey. Innassing, the house i s one roomw de, and consists of
a rectangul ar frontzjim | e approximately 19 feet across and a rectangul ar rear
Bl le aPprom nately 2/ feet across. house i s of plank construction with a
rick foundation. A bulkhead on the south elevation [eads to the brick round
cellar inthe southeast corner of the house. MNw conposition shingles cover
the roof, and the brick chinmey i s painted red. Two |ayers of shi ngl es
cover the exterior wallswth the exception of the south wall (facade), which
Is clapboarded. All exterior cladding has weathered to a light grey.

[in See continuation sheet
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The three-bay facade consists of paired wndows and an entry inthe western
bay. The entr?/ isinline with both the chinmey and the stairs tothe
?arret. A snal | vestibule behind the entry opens into a square parlor wth
ireplace (now the livingroom inthe southeast corner of the house. The rear
pile containsa kitchen with fireplace at the northwest corner and a snall
pantry with a north wndow at the northeast corner. Between pantry and parl or
Is a bedroomwith an east wndow (Photo 1). The kitchen has direct access to
the outdoors by way of an entry at the westernnost end of the house, set back
approximately ten feet fromthe line of the facade (Photo 2). An open chanber
or sleeping loft inthe garret was used by the seven children of the Rowell
famly when their father purchased the house in 18% for a sunmer hone. N
original decorative features remain on the interior. Two ceilings are
original, and nost floors have beenreplaced.

Exterior ornanent, painted a darker shade of grey incontrast tothewalls, is
very plain. The door and two w ndow openings on the facade are |ocated
directly beneath the shal | ow boxed cornice. A frieze board runs across the
facade, and corner boards finish both clapboarded and shingled walls. The
main entrance has a fixed, four-light rectangular, transom and a vertical board
door. The door surround of the nain entrance i s slightly nore detailed than
the surround of the kitchen entrance, with moldings I naddition to the plain
narrow boards of the kitchen entrance. Wndow surrounds consist of plain
narrow boards. Wndows on all four elevations of the main block contain
9-over-6 doubl e-hung wood sash that appears to be original. The smaller
kitchen entrance bl ock has two w ndows at ground level (on the west and north)
with 6-over-6 sash, and a single wndowin the ?arret contai ning 2-over-2
sash. The kitchen entrance contains a wood replacement door of unknown

Vi nt age.

Wth its three-bay facade, side entrK, and interior end chimmey, the Rowell
Fouse i s a typical half cape. This half cape formwas known historically as a
"house", the smallest ina sequence of three conmon sizes of Gye d houses:
the house, the house-and-a-half, and the double house. P acenent of the
entrance, stair, and chimrmey in the end bay suggests that the house coul d be
readily expanded by adding two nore bays on the other side of the entranceto
create a full cape, or "double house". Half-capes are now relatively rarein
the region, with few 18th-century exanpl es extant. Northwest of the house,
hidden by a hedge, there isa privy. Athough its exact date i s unknown, the
structure di dexist when the property was purchased by the Rowell's in 1896.
isherman. Despite the house's proximty to US Route 6, a najor north-south

conti nued
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The Rowell House is well maintained. During the summer months, a nearby town
beach on the south side of Gull Pond is crowded with boats and swimmers. In
the off-season, the pond is generally deserted except for an occasional
fisherman. Despite the house's proximity to U.S. Route 6, a major north-south
artery through VJellfleet and the Outer Cape, development in the Rowell House
vicinity has been held in check due to the area's inclusion within the
boundaries of the Cape Cod National Seashore. The Rowell House is building
#19-69 in the National Seashore, a conservation area of public and private
lands created by the National Park Service in six Outer Cape towns in 1961.

continued

m. mtont
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wi le no prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe property, itis
likely that sites arepresent. Five sites have been reported withinthe
general area (within onemle). The physical characteristics of the property,
wel | drained high ground near Qull Pond and anadronous fish sources yet close
to the coast, would have nade this an attractive area for native settlenent
and subsistence activities. Qven the rather small size of the parcel (1.4
acres) anoderate potential existsthat sites are present.

There i s a high potential for significant historical archaeological remainson
the property. Controlled testing and excavation can determne whether the
remai ns of outhbuildings and occupation related features such as trash pits and
wel|'s exist onthe property. Qe known privy is located on the property.
Archaeol ogi cal testing can determne construction dates and contents of this
privy as well as others which nay also exist.



8. Statement of Significance Rowell House, Wellfleet, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally [H statewide B locally
Applicable National Register Criteria CUB I*MHC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) NC £ "~"F I 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1731- 1938 NA

Entertai nment/ Recreation
Community Devel opnent

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Rowell House, Wellfleet, Massachusetts, is a well-preserved example of a
half cape house, traditionally associated with residential development of Cape
Cod in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Architecturally, the house is
regionally significant as an early and relatively rare survival of the
three-bay house form. Historically, the house is representative of one of
Wellfleet's earliest settlements surrounding the freshwater ponds near the
Wellfleet-Truro town boundary. Long associated with local mariners during the
town's prosperity as a maritime economy, the Rowell House is also associated
with Wellfleet's transformation into a seasonal resort community beginning in
the late 19th century. The house retains its relationship to roads and
natural features present during the period of significance. Retaining
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, the Rowell House fulfils Criteria A and C of the National
Register of Historic Places and is important on the local level.

Wellfleet is a coastal resort community located on outer Cape Cod, midway
between Chatham at the "elbow" of the Cape and Provincetown. The fishing,
whaling, and oystering potential of the area attracted local colonial
settlement to the islands and tidal creek areas north and west of Wellfleet
Harbor. The earliest meetinghouses were located near the harbor, at
Chequessett Neck (1722) and at Duck Creek to the east (ca. 1735). Originally
set off in 1722 as the Billingsgate Parish of Eastham, the land within the
present town was established as the district of Wellfleet in 1763. Population
grew steadily in the 18th century, and Wellfleet was incorporated as a town in
1775.

By the end of the 18th century, concentrated settlements focused on the harbor
and the western portion of Wellfleet along Cape Cod Bay, particularly on Bound
Brook, Billingsgate, and Great Islands. Further inland, secondary settlements
were oriented along the north-south King's Highway, which was extended out to

PHSee continuation sheet



. Maor Bibliographical References Rowell

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

| Ipreviously listed in the National Register

| | previously determined eligible by the National Register

| ldesignated a National Historic Landmarl(

| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Suvey # MASS 777

| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 1.4 acres

UTM References

ALU U JoL J oL
Zone Easting

Northing
(I I

Verbal Boundary Description

Boundary Justification

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitlte  Kathleen A. Kely
organization Betsy FrieHherg,

w/Mary S MagPnan,
NR DiTPrt-nT, MHTf:

House, Welltleet,

M assachusetts"

R fvif'i e'el

See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
Cx] State historic preservation office
| Other State agency

I
| | Federal agency sf +oc .e»
| I Local government
I 1 University
* other
Specify repository: *
BU_ J | i il
Zone Easting Northing

DLU 11 .1, , 1 ©.1.1

[x] See continuation sheet

fx| See continuation sheet

m See continuation sheet
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Wellfleet by ca. 1717 (Connally, p.2). Apparently never more than a "mere bed
of deep sand" (Connally, p. 2), King's Highway was the primary regional road
on the Outer Cape from Eastham to Provincetown through the end of the 18th
century.

The Rowell House is located in a population center of early Wellfleet that
focused on the freshwater ponds in the northeast corner of town between King's
Highway and the Atlantic shore. These ponds span the boundary between
Wellfleet and Truro, first established in 1646 when Wellfleet was part of
Nauset (Eastham) and Truro was an unincorporated provinceland. Four
ponds--Gull, Higgins, Herring, and Williams--are within the Wellfleet
boundary. The largest and southernmost pond is Gull Pond, and the area's main
access road. Gull Pond Road, is immediately south. Gull Pond Road was not
paved until the late 1930s. Most roads around the ponds consist of sandy
paths. A secondary paved way immediately west of the Rowell House is
Schoolhouse Hill Road, a hilly route leading from Gull Pond Road to the beach
on the pond's western shore.

Eighteenth-century settlement of the pond area, particularly around Gull Pond,
consisted of Cape Cod houses at the center of small subsistence farms with a
few apple and pear trees, some outlying meager cornfields, and vegetable
gardens near the houses. Sare Wellfleet residents owned acreage in the
vicinity of the ponds but lived elsewhere in town, cutting trees on their
wooded lots for fuel for the winter months. The early Gull Pond settlement
included a tavern, a village store, and the earliest schoolhouse in
Wellfleet. The schoolhouse (ca. 1798, demolished), serving the families of
northern Wellfleet and southern Truro, was built on King's Highway northwest
of the Rowell House. The location in 1816 of the town's first Methodist
meetinghouse midway between Gull Pond and the settlement at Duck Creek (now
Wellfleet Center) on the harbor suggests the importance of the inland pond
settlement as a local population center through the early decades of the 19th
century.

By the 1830s, however, a new road (County Road) had branched off from King's
Highway at South Wellfleet approximately three miles south of Gull Pond,
passing west through the village at Duck Creek. With the centralization of
Wellfleet's growing commercial mackerel and oyster industries at the harbor, a
large village flourished at the Duck Creek wharves by mid-century. The
significance of the Gull Pond settlement as a target for continued development
consequently diminished.

Destruction of the Barnstable County deeds by fire in 1827 has made a precise
date for the Rowell House difficult to determine; the earliest available deed
for the property is from 1849. Ore source on the history of the Cape Cod

continued
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house construction estimates the date as the mid-18th century (Connally,

p.3). The HABS report prepared for the house in 1959-60 assigns a date of ca.
1731. The Rowell House appears to have been owned originally by the Newoomb
family, farmers-turned-mariners who were long-time residents of the Gull Pond
area of Wellfleet. Simeon (or Simon) Newcomb came to Cape Cod from Martha's
Vineyard and received several grants from the General Court as one of the
proprietors of lands in the north part of Eastham (later Wellfleet). Newomb
resided in Truro (incorporated 1709), and owned property in both Truro and
Eastham (Wellfleet). In Wellfleet, members of the Newoomb family are known to
have built and occupied at least two houses near Williams Pond, northeast of
Gull Pond.

Richard Newcomb, a master mariner, apparently ceded the Gull Pond Road house
and land to the Town of Wellfleet sometime before the destruction of deed
records in 1827. The house's purchase by two more mariners, Jonas Larritt (in
1849) and David Pierce (in 1852), illustrates that Wellfleet's seafaring
citizens were as likely to choose sheltered inland locations as harbor
locations for their homesteads. While removed from the bustling activity of
the harbor, the Gull Pond settlement, particularly the houses west of the
pond, was easily accessible to Duck Creek by way of the County Road.

Walter P. Rowell purchased the Rowell House for vacation use in 1896, and the
house has remained in the Rowell family since that time. An increase in
summer resort activity in Wellfleet by 1900 boosted the local economy, which
had begun to decline with the end of coastal trading activity and a downturn
in the success of the fishing industries. Few new dwellings were constructed
in Wellfleet during this period, and many seasonal vistors purchased some of
the town's older historic homes for vacation use. The location chosen by the
Rowell family demonstrates a pattern of resort living in Wellfleet, in which
year-round residents generally lived closer to the harbor villages and summer
residents lived in outlying areas.

The Rowell House is architecturally significant as an early example and rare
survival of a standard Cape Cod form. Half capes represented unpretentious
life-styles on Cape Cod. Built along modest lines but with the expectation of
expansion, these diminutive structures often indicated a new family starting
out, or a builder of scant means. Reasons for the small size may have
included economy, limited numbers for occupancy, or indefinite intentions
about remaining at that location. In half capes, the placement of the entry,
stairs, and chimney in an end bay of the facade facilitated possible future
enlargement to a three-quarter cape or full cape. While the story-and-a-half,
double-pile, interior chimney, gable roofed houses were the norm for
residential construction throughout Wellfleet in the 18th and early 19th
centuries, five-bay facades (full cape) are the most common surviving form,

continued
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fol lowed by the four-bay facade (three-quarter cage):&é Al'l three varieties
were built simltaneously Oonnallty, p. 6). The || House i sthe earliest
extant half cape known in\Wellfleet. Three-bay houses arerarer than the
other cape forns regionally aswell, but survive inconcentrations i n

Provi ncetown, Harwi ch, Oleans, and Nantucket.

The Rovel | House i s also remarkably intact. MNw conposition roof shingles, a
rew | ayer of wood shingles over the ol d on exterior walls, and replacenent of
certain ceilings and floors constitute the nost significant changes to the
structure. Anprivy renains, hidden behind a hedge northwest of the house. An
exact date for the privy has not been determned, but the structure i s known
to have existed wen the property was purchased by the Fovell's in 1896.

In contrast to the Rowell House, nany 18th and early 19th-century houses i n
the Qil Fond V|C|n|t¥ recei ved additions or sustai'ned nodern alterations,
including the Gapt. R der Huse (NR 1973), located on the | ot east of
the Fovell House. Aca 1800 Gpe Q@d full capewth kitchen ell, theR der
House has been substantially nodernized, nost notably inthe installationof
noder n w ndow sash, gutters, and eave cornice, and new red cedar siding. The
Eaton famly owed and occupi ed the Sanuel R der House. Ms. Vil ter Rowel |
was an Eaton, and the two famlies Purchased‘ their respective properties at
about the same tine. Jarence Rowel |, a son of Vlter Rowel |, acquired the
Rder Huse in1954. The Rder Huse i s nowvoperated as a house naseumby t he
Vel | fleet Hstorical Society.

The Fovel | House iswell-naintained and still occupied by nenbers of the
Fovel | famly. Future use of the hone, which isowed by the ilter P Rovell
estate, remains uncertain pending ongoing legal action tosettle the estate.
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Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation around interior Gype ponds and i n
this area of Wellfleet are poorly understood, any survivingsites would be
significant. Sites inthis area represent a part of native settlenent and
subsi stence systens which focus on bay/estuary areas |ike Vellfleet Harbor
enploying areas such as the Qull Pond | ocal e for specialized activities
(hunting, fishing, etc.). Sites inthis area mght also represent a different
adaptation in the area separate from those on the bayside of the town.

Historic archaeol ogi cal renains described above have the potential f or
providing detailedinformation on the changing social, cultural andeconomc
ﬁatterns that characterized the lives of various inhabitants and/or owners of
al f-houses, a standard architectural house type on Gype (d. Representing a
standard type of house on the Gape, archaeol ogical renains associated with the
house coul d al so provide insights into local or typical populationsin
Vel [ fleet and on the Gape at various points, in tine.
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10. Geographical Data
UM Reference (from point centered on site)

19 461000 4644850
Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property occupies lot 19W4191 on the enclosed detail of the
assessor's mgp for the Town of Wellfleet.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the house, privy, and the land historically associated
with the property.
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July 22, 1988

Carol Shul |
National Register of Historic Places

Departnent of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shul | :

Enclosed you will find the nom nation forns for the follow ng properties:
Conway, Burkeville Covered Bridge; Min Poland Road over South River
Sandi sfield, New Boston Inn; Junction Routes 8 and 57
Shirley, Shirley Center Historic District
Wel | fleet, John Newconb House; one-half mile N of Gull Pond Road
Wel | fleet, Rowell Estate; Gull Pond Road
Yarnmout h, Thonas Bray Farm 280 Wir Road

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the nmeeting andwere

afforded the opportunity tocomrent. No comments have been received todate.

Bet s Friedberg n
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

BF/ bg

Encl osure

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



