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1 • Name of Property 

historic name The Arcade 

other names/site number. N/A 

2. Location 

street & number 134 C i r c u i t Avenue 

Oak B l u f f s city or town _  

state Massachusetts 

_N/t^ not for publication 

• vicinity 

code MA county Dukes code 007 zip code 02557 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this E nomination 
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide H locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

lature of certifying official/Title J u d i t h C a anatu 
I Massachusetts 

Dat̂  Ex#cuti\ McDonough Dat# Executive "Director 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

fte of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
p ^ " ' Signature of the Keeper 

Entcycd i n the 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

Bantered in the National Register, 
n See continuation sheet. 

n determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet. 

CD determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

n other, (explain:) 

-Nat ional Register Date of Action 



The Arcade 
f -

Name of Property 

D u k e s C o u n t y , MA 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

13 private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one t)ox) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

S building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 

0 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE/TRADE: business, specialty store 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMtlERCE/TRADE: s p e c i a l t y s t o r e , r e s tauran t 

DOMESTIC: m u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g 

Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Gothic 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ^^^^^ 
walls Wood/clapboard 

roof. 

other. 

Wood/shingle 

N/A 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The Arcade stands on the west side of C i r c u i t Avenue i n the heart of 
Oak B l u f f s ' small commercial d i s t r i c t . I n i t s scale and d e t a i l i n g , 
the Arcade i s the most prominent and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
b u i l d i n g i n the area. The b u i l d i n g occupies n e a r l y a l l of i t s l o t 
w i t h the exception of a small side a l l e y (south) which i s paved w i t h 
b r i c k . 

The Arcade i s a t h r e e - s t o r y wood frame s t r u c t u r e w i t h a square f l o o r 
p l a n w i t h a s i n g l e - s t o r y rear a d d i t i o n ( o f f southwest corner of main 
block; 1981) and a long narrow shed a d d i t i o n s along the n o r t h 
e l e v a t i o n (ca. 1880) . A small modern shed a d d i t i o n extends o f f the 
west side of the long n o r t h a d d i t i o n (ca. 1980) . An open arcade runs 

.̂ ••• through the center of the b u i l d i n g from C i r c u i t Avenue to the rear of 
the l o t . The b u i l d i n g has a two-level p i t c h e d roof sheathed w i t h 
cedar sh i n g l e s . The f i r s t two s t o r i e s of the b u i l d i n g are three bays 
wide w h i l e the t h i r d f l o o r i s contained w i t h i n a s i n g l e c e n t r a l bay '''H 

, w i t h a steep gable r o o f . E x t e r i o r e l e v a t i o n s are sheathed w i t h .;• •, 
. . -y, clapboard. Windows are symmetrically placed over most of the • : 
• • b u i l d i n g , w i t h most c o n t a i n i n g wood 2/2 sash, except as noted below. 'i 

The facade (east e l e v a t i o n ) i s dominated by a t h r e e - t i e r porch 
, *• decorated w i t h V i c t o r i a n Gothic d e t a i l i n g , i n c l u d i n g e l a b o r a t e l y «̂ 

carved vergeboards and balustrades. At the f i r s t f l o o r of the facade ' ; ;• 
,)._.' are two s t o r e f r o n t s f l a n k i n g the c e n t r a l arcade. As e a r l y as 1890 the 

n o r t h e r n s t o r e f r o n t extended out to the porch posts. The e n t r y and 
*• d i s p l a y windows had been a l t e r e d over the years u n t i l they had l o s t 

• • f a l l h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y by 1980. I n 1981, as p a r t of a C e r t i f i e d 
.1 R e h a b i l i t a t i o n , new posts and brackets were constructed to match the 

originals at the south bay and the entry and display windows were " ''y 'C ' 
replaced so as to be more i n keeping w i t h the h i s t o r i c character of 

V, the b u i l d i n g . The southern s t o r e f r o n t consists of a l a r g e undivided 
d i s p l a y window and a side e n t r y c o n t a i n i n g a panelled and glazed wood 
door. At the second f l o o r of the facade i s a c e n t r a l doorway w i t h 
o g i v a l double doors and s i d e l i g h t s ; the e n t r y i s flanked by two 
windows w i t h p a i r e d sash. A l l three openings are topped by p r o j e c t i n g 
pediments w i t h ornate cut-out decoration. At the t h i r d f l o o r i s a 
c e n t r a l doorway topped by an oculus window. I t appears t h a t the e n t r y 
contains the o r i g i n a l glazed and panelled wood door. The e n t r y i s 
f l a n k e d by two narrow windows c o n t a i n i n g 1/1 sash and framed by simple 
unmolded surrounds. The t h i r d f l o o r s e c t i o n of the porch was 
constructed as p a r t of the b u i l d i n g ' s 1981 r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

The rear e l e v a t i o n of the main block has very l i t t l e ornamentation. 
Windows are trimmed w i t h simple unmolded surrounds w h i l e the deep 
eaves are undecorated. Fenestration at the f i r s t f l o o r i s l i m i t e d to 
a small multi-pane window at the n o r t h end. There are four windows at 
the second f l o o r and one a t the t h i r d f l o o r which i s topped by an 

(continued) 

^- •• i f 
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oculus window. H i s t o r i c photographs show a small c a n t i l e v e r e d porch 
over the arcade at t h i s e l e v a t i o n . I t i s not known when t h i s was 
removed but probably at some p o i n t i n the mid-twentieth century. 

Side e l e v a t i o n s are also less ornate than the facade, having 
regularly-spaced windows w i t h simple surrounds and simple s c r o l l 
brackets a t the roof l i n e s . 

The a d d i t i o n s are u t i l i t a r i a n i n design, having clapboard sheathing 
and simple unmolded window surrounds (the n o r t h a d d i t i o n was resided 
and e x t e n s i v e l y r e s t o r e d i n 1981). 

I n order t o accommodate modern r e s i d e n t i a l use and s a f e t y codes, a 
wood f i r e balcony was constructed above the second s t o r y along the 
south roof as p a r t of the 1981 r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . Access to the balcony 
i s provided by wood s t a i r s leading from ground l e v e l t o the roof of 
the southwest a d d i t i o n , where there i s a roof deck, and c o n t i n u i n g up 
to the second-story r o o f . 

Although the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r f l o o r plan i s not dociimented, by 1884 • 
the f i r s t f l o o r contained a large open commercial space n o r t h of the 
arcade and three small rooms, which may have been occupied by 
d i f f e r e n t tenants, south of the arcade. The commercial spaces were 

^ - '\ a l t e r e d over the years, adding and d e l e t i n g w a l l s . C u r r e n t l y , the 
i ^ south commercial space r e t a i n s i t s three rooms i n t h e i r h i s t o r i c 

c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The o r i g i n a l c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e w i t h V i c t o r i a n 
d e t a i l i n g remains i n t a c t and was r e s t o r e d as p a r t of the 1981 

•-̂̂  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . The n o r t h commercial space contains a re s t a u r a n t and 
i s d i v i d e d i n t o two rooms. The h i s t o r i c f l o o r plans i s l a r g e l y i n t a c t 

\ ... a t the second f l o o r . I t appears t h a t the b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l l y " •. ] 
' , '^'/^ contained offices on the second and third floors. By 1980 the second r"" 

floor had been converted to an apartment while the third floor was 
.- • divided into small rooms (for boarding house use) . As part of the f j . 

" . • 1981 rehabilitation, the second floor was converted to two apartments ^ 
and an effort was made to retain the historic integrity and -i. " 

. ' ; c o n f i g u r a t i o n as much as poss i b l e . Windows, window t r i m , doors and . .',. _ ' 
door t r i m were r e t a i n e d i n a number of l o c a t i o n s and the main rooms * v-

^ '• " '• n o r t h and south were r e t a i n e d at roughly t h e i r o r i g i n a l dimensions. ; 
~̂ The t h i r d f l o o r was converted to one apartment and h i s t o r i c t r i m was • . . 

,* also r e t a i n e d here. 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

No p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are recorded on the pro p e r t y or i n the general 
area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . I n general, the p o t e n t i a l f o r s i g n i f i c a n t 
a r chaeological remains, e i t h e r p r e h i s t o r i c or h i s t o r i c , i s low as a 
r e s u l t of small l o t size and h i s t o r i c impacts from the Arcade's 
c o n s t r u c t i o n which included a basement and cover n e a r l y the e n t i r e 
l o t . 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(IVIarl< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

13 A Property is associate(j with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 

1871 - 1944 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Pratt, Samuel 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 B State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
H previously determined eligible by the National 

Register HPCA #0199-81-MA-81-0210 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



The Arcade 
Name of Property 

Dukes County. MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 illl} 
Zone 

3| 6| 9| 8| 0| 0| I 4| 5| 9, 0| 3, 4, 0| J L 
Easting Northing 

J L J L 

Zone Easting 

4 I I I I I I 
Northing 

J L 
• See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Christ ine S. Beard, Preservation Consultant wi th Betsy Friedberg, NR Director , MHC 

date June 1994 organization Massachusetts His to r ic Commission  

street & n.jmher 80 Boylston Street telephone 727-8470 

city or town ^Q^*^"" state MA 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form; 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number 

city or town 

telephone. 

state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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.A: 
8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Arcade B u i l d i n g possesses i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s , 
l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , f e e l i n g , workmanship, and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the 
establishment and development of Oak B l u f f s as a popular summer 
r e s o r t . The p r o p e r t y also a t t a i n s s i g n i f i c a n c e as one of only two 
remaining examples of major works of a r c h i t e c t / i n v e n t o r Samuel P r a t t 
who designed Union Chapel (NR 1990), Sea View Hotel (no longer 
e x t a n t ) , and many cottages i n Oak B l u f f s . I n a d d i t i o n , the b u i l d i n g 
i s an e x c e l l e n t example of V i c t o r i a n Gothic a r c h i t e c t u r e , p r e s e r v i n g 
a l l major elements of i t s o r i g i n a l design, i n c l u d i n g the t i e r e d porch 
w i t h o r n a t e l y carved balustrades, h i g h l y decorated window pediments, 
carved vergeboards, and s c r o l l brackets. The b u i l d i n g i s of l o c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e and meets C r i t e r i a A and C f o r l i s t i n g on the Na t i o n a l 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

P r i o r t o 1866 the area now c a l l e d Oak B l u f f s was l a r g e l y undeveloped 
w i t h the exception of the famed Methodist meeting camp at Wesleyan 
Grove t h a t had been es t a b l i s h e d i n 1835. By the 1860s the meeting 
camp was a t t r a c t i n g l a r g e numbers of middle class v i s i t o r s from Boston 
and surrounding towns who came f o r summer r e t r e a t s ; i n 1868 
approximately 600 t e n t and cottage l o t s were being leased i n the 
Methodist compound. I n an e f f o r t t o p r o f i t from the success a t 
Wesleyan Grove by c r e a t i n g a secular r e s o r t community, a small 
development company, the Oak B l u f f Land & Wharf Company, was 
es t a b l i s h e d i n 1866. 

The Land & Wharf Company, a p a r t n e r s h i p of four l o c a l men and two o f f -
i s l a n d e r s , purchased a 75 acre p a r c e l a d j o i n i n g the Methodist camp i n 
t h a t same year. The isl a n d e r s i n v o l v e d w i t h the e n t e r p r i s e included 
two former mariners, Capt. Shubael Norton and Capt. I r a Darrow, and 
Capt. Grafton Norton C o l l i n s and W i l l i a m Bradley, members of prominent 
f a m i l i e s associated w i t h the whaling i n d u s t r y . The two partners from 
o f f i s l a n d were W i l l i a m S. H i l l s , a Boston merchant, and Hon. Erastus 
P. Carpenter of Foxboro who was a savvy entrepreneur b e l i e v e d t o have 
been responsible f o r many of the business dealings of the Land & Wharf 
Company. Previously, Shubael Norton enjoyed a successful career on 
the Far Eastern trade routes. He s e t t l e d on Martha's Vineyard i n 
E a s t v i l l e on land h i s f a t h e r had acquired from the estate of W i l l i a m 
B u t l e r . As the Methodist camp meeting was growing i n p o p u l a r i t y , 
Norton went i n t o p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h I r a Darrow and b u i l t bath houses on 
h i s p r o p e r t y at the b l u f f t h a t had become so popular w i t h v i s i t o r s of 
Wesleyan Grove. I t was Norton's 75 acres t h a t were e v e n t u a l l y 
purchased by the Land & Wharf Company. 

The Land & Wharf Company constructed a small wharf i n t o Nantucket 
Sound (1867) which f a c i l i t a t e d access t o the area and designed a 
commercial land development scheme which included s u b d i v i d i n g t h e i r 
land i n t o one thousand house l o t s . Boston landscape designer Robert 

-
'1-

(continued) 
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Morris Copeland was h i r e d to design the s t r e e t and l o t plan f o r the 
new community. Copeland was most well-known f o r h i s design of r u r a l 
cemeteries i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h H. W. S. Cleveland i n the 1850s; work 
includ e d cemeteries at Concord, Waltham, and Gloucester. Copeland's 
1866 design f o r Oak B l u f f s was one of the e a r l i e s t (some h i s t o r i a n s 
argue i t was the f i r s t ) layout of a r e s i d e n t i a l community ever b u i l t 
i n the United States. Important features of Copeland's design include 
an i r r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of curved s t r e e t s and a number of parks, the 
l a r g e s t of which was a seven acre open green known as Ocean Park, 
which provided r e l i e f from the otherwise monotonous r e p e t i t i o n of the 
small house l o t s . Oc ean Park remains the most d i s t i n c t i v e landscape 
f e a t u r e i n Oak B l u f f s (known as Cottage C i t y u n t i l 1907) . The s t r e e t 
plan, which was amended twice (1870 and 1871) to incorporate an 
a d d i t i o n a l 45 acre purchase, takes i t s form from the Methodist camp 
meeting by using c u r v i l i n e a r s t r e e t s t o break up the g r i d p a t t e r n . 

With the formation of the Land & Wharf Company came growing concerns 
from the Methodists t h a t the s e r e n i t y and purpose of the camp would be 
compromised by secular a c t i v i t y at such close p r o x i m i t y . Early on 
they threatened to move the camp but were appeased by the Land & Wharf 
Company who agreed to include deed r e s t r i c t i o n s (some of which are 
c a r r i e d on today) on the house l o t s they so l d . Lots were to be used 
f o r d w e l l i n g houses f o r f a m i l i e s only, the grantor had the r i g h t of 
r e f u s a l on r e s a l e , no l i q u o r could be made or sold, and no gambling, 
manufacturing or t r a d i n g was permitted. I n a d d i t i o n , the s a n c t i t y of 
the Sabbath was preserved by f o r b i d d i n g steamers to dock at the wharf 
or r e s t a u r a n t s to open on Sundays. 

I n the f i r s t two years of operation, house l o t s were very slow t o 
s e l l . Only f i v e cottages were i n place i n 1867. The f o l l o w i n g year 
there were 12 cottages and 3 0 t e n t s occupied. Construction took o f f 
i n 1869 w i t h 60 cottages b u i l t t h a t year. I n the mid-1860s the one 
and one-half s t o r y V i c t o r i a n Gothic cottages b u i l t by the Methodists 
at the campground were becoming a popular r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g type. 
Cottages b u i l t i n Oak B l u f f s were predominantly of t h i s type. 

By 1870 the Land & Wharf Company had gained s u f f i c i e n t confidence i n 
the success of t h e i r venture to begin c o n s t r u c t i o n of a number of 
b u i l d i n g s . The f i r s t major s t r u c t u r e b u i l t by the Land & Wharf 
Company was the Arcade B u i l d i n g (1871). Here they e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r 
o f f i c e from which they d i r e c t e d development of the r e s o r t . The 
c e n t r a l open arcade provided access to the campground from the heart 
of Oak B l u f f s ' commercial area. The Arcade was designed by Boston 
a r c h i t e c t / i n v e n t o r Samuel P r a t t (1824-1920) who was also responsible 
f o r many of the cottages i n Oak B l u f f s , a band p a v i l i o n , bath houses, 
the Pagoda (a refreshment stand), and two other major s t r u c t u r e s i n 
town. Union Chapel (NR 1990) and the Sea View Hotel (no longer 
e x t a n t ) . Between 1870 and 1872 approximately 12 to 18 of the cottages 
were designed by P r a t t , i n c l u d i n g t h a t of Massachusetts governor 

••4' 
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W i l l i a m A. C l a f l i n . P r a t t had an e a r l i e r career as an inv e n t o r of 
m e t a l l i c objects before t a k i n g up a r c h i t e c t u r e . His a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
career seems t o have been s h o r t - l i v e d w i t h the bulk of h i s work being 
i n Oak B l u f f s . I t has been noted t h a t " P r a t t ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o Oak 
B l u f f s was t h a t of a dynamic and f e s t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e " 
i n f l u e n c e d by French r e v i v a l i s t i c sentiment and the S t i c k S t y l e 
designs of Richard Morris Hunt ( E l l e n Weiss, C i t y i n the Woods: The 
L i f e and Design of an American Camp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard, p. 
94). P r i o r t o 1870 P r a t t worked f o r a year i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h John 
Stevens out of Boston. I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s work at Oak B l u f f s , P r a t t 
was the designer of h i s own house i n Newport (1872), and two h o t e l s : 
Katama on Martha's Vineyard (1872, never constructed), Dering Harbor 
on Shelter I s l a n d , New York (1872, demolished 1910). I t was P r a t t ' s 
i n v e n t i n g t h a t u l t i m a t e l y brought him fame and for t u n e i n the manner 
of a sewing machine patent. He l i v e d out h i s l i f e i n l e i s u r e as a 
gentleman of Newport's e l i t e yachting community. 

... •/ 
i 

As e a r l y as the mid-1870s the Oak B l u f f s Land & Wharf Company was "'^y-^i 
experiencing f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . I n the l a t e 1870s they s o l d the v*̂ * 
Sea View Hotel, the wharf, plank walk and bath houses to Mr. Holder .- .'• * 
Brownell i n order t o s e t t l e some of t h e i r accumulating debts. The v'* 
Land & Wharf Company e v e n t u a l l y f o l d e d i n 1882 a f t e r a u c t i o n i n g or ••,.. 
s e l l i n g t h e i r remaining r e a l e s t a t e . I n 1879 Shubael Norton, who had 

, ' mortgaged h i s farm i n a f i n a l e f f o r t t o save the Land & Wharf Company, k 
' bought out h i s p a r t n e r s ' i n t e r e s t s i n the Arcade B u i l d i n g . That same *̂ ^ 
,̂  year he s o l d h a l f the i n t e r e s t i n the p r o p e r t y t o Francis C. Smith " 

il' ••l^ about whom l i t t l e i s known. Smith's h a l f i n t e r e s t t r a n s f e r r e d hands •v''!*5- -f*̂  
i n 1888 and again i n 1919. I n 1922 i t was purchased by W i l l i a m H. -

\ f ] . .*, Pearson. Shubael Norton r e t a i n e d the other h a l f i n t e r e s t u n t i l h i s • 
death i n 1900. His h e i r s e v e n t u a l l y also s o l d t o Pearson i n 1922. 

The Arcade was the e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g i n what was t o become the 
commercial center f o r Oak B l u f f s . Today i t remains the most prominent 
s t r u c t u r e on C i r c u i t Avenue and an important f o c a l p o i n t . I t appears 
t h a t the b u i l d i n g was designed w i t h r e t a i l spaces on the f i r s t f l o o r 
and o f f i c e s above. I n a d d i t i o n t o housing the Land & Wharf Company 
o f f i c e s , the Arcade was an important focus of town l i f e . By 1879 the 
Post O f f i c e was located here and remained u n t i l a t l e a s t 1911 (some 
say as l a t e as 1920). For most of t h a t time the Post O f f i c e occupied 
the n o r t h e r n commercial space and run by postmaster Charles L. 
Scranton. I n 1886 the l i b r a r y was also housed at the Arcade. I n the 
19th and e a r l y 20th centuries a v a r i e t y of businessmen and 
pr o f e s s i o n a l s leased space at the Arcade, i n c l u d i n g Zenas Linton's 
v a r i e t y s t o r e , A. G. Rosa (boot & shoe maker). Dr. Charles F. Lane, 
r e a l e s t a t e and insurance agent Edmund G. Eldridge, Hakar Brothers 
(Boston) Fancy Goods, James Queen's i c e cream and confectionery, 
jeweler S. E. Bryant, J r . , Frank J. Perry's c i g a r s t o r e , Maine Ice 
Cream Company, and Dr. Samuel T. Davis. 

(continued) 
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The b u i l d i n g continued t o f u n c t i o n as o f f i c e s and commercial space 
i n t o the mid-t w e n t i e t h century when r e s i d e n t i a l use was introduced as 
w e l l . As l a t e as 1980 the upper f l o o r s were occupied by an apartment 
(second f l o o r ) and small boarding rooms ( t h i r d f l o o r ) ; commercial use 
remained at the lower l e v e l . The 1981 r e h a b i l i t a t i o n t o the b u i l d i n g 
r e t a i n e d commercial use at the f i r s t f l o o r and created two apartments 
at the second f l o o r and one at the t h i r d f l o o r . These uses continue 
today. 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

See enclosed town of Oak B l u f f s Assessors Map #8, l o t 271.  

Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The nominated p r o p e r t y includes the e n t i r e p a r c e l h i s t o r i c a l l y 
associated w i t h The Arcade. 
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