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The development of urban house lots along Deer Street was
begun in the flrst decade of the 18th century and com-

pleted to the corner of Dcer and Vaughan Streets by 1712,
In that year, the 50' x 80' house lot abuting the corner
lot was sold to Benjamin Miller. It seems to have remained
an empty lot and aquired by Michael Whidden, Sr., a " joiner",
who sold the lot to his son of the same name forf 26 in
1721, The WhigdeneWard house may date, in part, from the
early 1720's a6 an abutting deed of 1726 refers to .the house
Tot as "..where he (Michael Whidden, Jr.) dwelleth" Whidden,
one of a family of " joiners", died in 1773 and the "..,.dwelling
house and lot of land in being the same 'house where the said
intestate lived tilléhls death..."” was sold to Nathum Ward
for Y94. Over the\ next decade, Ward apparently rebuilt the
house, adding the orgian interior details recorded by the
Historic American Bulldlng Survey.
In 1783, the improved housc was sold to James Hill for
- X600. When Hill died in 1812 his "...House, and Land situated
in Deer Street..." was valued at $3,000. A portion of this
property was set off to the widow Sarah Hill, including part
of the "..front entry.."”, the "kitchen" in the front portion
of the ell, and what is described as a .."shop or parlor..” -
in’r the front roon_on the west side of the entry hall.
Sarah Hill also reSo#d the chambers above both rooms and
the cellar below,

The .L-shaped:fecorgian. house with hall-hipped roof is
congtructed of wood and was orlglnally covered with clap-
boards. -- partlally surviving beneath modern "siding.” "The
HABS :#Brawings provide complete evidence of the original
trlangular pedimented door and window caps no longer on the
eXxterior. The maaor feature of the interior is the handsome
18th century stair hall or entry with its original. staircase
and darched stair landlng window case. lModern removal of some
stair balusters could be reproduced from detailed HABS draW1ngs.
With these exceptions, the house is largely unaltcred since
measured in the 1930's.

Subsequent 19th century owners added _a_two_story lean-to
behind the northecast room, blocking the arched window on the
stair landing. The "Beverly Lean-to" and a side porch of
mid-19th century date are the only major additions to the .

structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Whidden-Ward House, 117Deer

ed drawings and photographs of this house were included
in the Historic American Buildings Surbey. The major
featyre, the central hallway with its fine Georﬂlan stair-
Qizgyaas completely recorded for the HABS. As the house

6 first owned by llichael Whidden, Jr. , a local " joiner”
the bold Georgian woodwork may tentatlvely be attributed
to his hand. ILand records suggest that major renovations
may have occured in the 1770's after W¥hidden's death, but
the nature of this increase in value is unrecorded.

One of several important 18th century houses on Deer
Street, the Whidden-Ward House must be relocated within
the Vaughan Street Urban Renewal Project for a new access
road. Plans for the preservation and adaptive use are
currently under consideration by the present ovner,

- .
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
NOV 5 1971
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- Date _June 22, 1971
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