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1. Namfi nf Property
historic name. Castle Street Row — Boundary Extension
other names/site number. Emma B. Gates Apartments

2. Location

street & number. 7{\.7A Castle Street , hot for publication
city or town. Worcester vicinity
state Massachusetts .COdeJVIA county Worcester code Q2Z .zip code 01610

3 State/Ferieral Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B*nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
B"meets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

O nationally « statewide Blocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) _

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or"Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Date pf Action,
rentered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Worcester MRA (March F, 1fl»n”

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling/apartment building

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

| ATF VICTORIAN- Romanesque Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

8 Castle St Rnw NRDIS

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling/apartment building

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: granite fieldstone
walls BRICK

roof. OTHER: modified bitumen membrane

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

L ocation and Setting

The Cadtle Strest Row House District as extended by this boundary increese includes ablock of row houses (4-18 Cadtle
Street) and the EmmaB. Gates Apartment Block (20-24 Cadtle Street), located in the Main South section of the city of
Worcester, Massachusetts. The second largest city in New England, Worcester (pop. 166,350) is Situated in Worcester
County in the approximete center of the gate. The Main South areais characterized by amix of single- and multi-family
dwellings, apartment buildings, commercid blocks, and institutional buildings dating from the mid-19* through the early
20* centuries. Representing avariety of architectura styles, many of the buildings in Main South are large, architect-
designed examples of high style, late 19 century architecture.

The property being added to the district isthe EmmaB. Gates Apartment Block. The mogt northerly building on Cadlle
Stred, itisset on ahillside ste immediately north of the Castle Strest Row Houses that make up the existing National
Regigter district. Cadtle Street isadreet of row houses, aduplex, athree-family house, and this gpartment building. All
are built of red brick. From two-and-a-half to three-and-a-hdf gories in height, they datefrorri the late 19* century. The
predominant style is Mansard. North of the Gates Apartment Block, Castle Street is unpaved and iswooded on both
ddesof the greet until it makes awestward jog & the very north end, where three late 19* century houses gdand onthe
north sde. A smadl city-owned park. Cagle Park, occupies the hilltop onthe west sSde of this undeveoped section of
Cadle Street. On the west side of Cadtle Street, opposite the row house block, are asmdl park, acommunity garden with
apergola, and abocce court. These amenities are arrayed on both ddesof Valey Street. On the south end of the Streat
are the backs of brick buildings facing on Main Street. Two brick houses gand next to one another on the west sde of
Cadle Stredt.

The Emma B. Gates Apartment Block

Romanesue Reviva instyle, the EmmaB. Gates Block isflat-roofed and is of bearing-wall brick congtruction. It is
three-gories in height on the west (front) and north and four stories in height on the south and eedt (rear), where the
hillside fallsaway. Containing six gpartment units, it isbuilt on an E-shaped plan and rests on a gonefoundation, said to
have come from a quarry nearby on Goat Hill. Three interior chimneys rise from the outer walls on eech sde, two from
the rear walls. Brick islad inred mortar on the main facade and in gray mortar on the other Sdes.

Main Facade

Because of the hillside gite, the narrowness of the gtreet, and the height of the building it isdifficult to get afull view the
EmmaB. Gates Apartmentsfrom head-on. The main facade can best be saan a& an angle looking northeast from Castle
Street neer the intersection of Alden Stregt (Photo # 1). From thisviewpoint the southwest comer of the building is mogt
prominent. The importance of this corner isfurther accentuated by an exaggerated sanseof pergpective (to the north and
to the east) created by the uphill climb of the main facade and by the dightly sharper (87 degree) angle of the south wall
of the building.

Brick Pavilions
The main facade is compasad of three brick pavilionstrimmed a the eaveswith brick corbelling and crowned with
projecting Classica style cornices (Photos #1,2, 3). Thefoca point of this facadeis the center pavilion, which is

(continued)
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accented by asingle, arched center opening eech floor level. At the ground floor level, isan dliptical-arched main
entrance.  Trimmed only with the structural dements of the arch itself (brick voussoirs accented by a pair of brownstone
haunches and a brownstone keystone), it contains afanlight glazed with square paneshdd in place by wood muntins.
Below the fanlight is areplacement door st in awide new frame of oak-faced plywood. There was originally a pair of
doors a this entrance with stained glassin the upper portions. The exact gppearance of the original doorway is not
known. At the upper levelsof the center pavilion are round-arched windows trirnmed with decorative brickwork,
rockface brownstone sills, and ornamentd glazing. While the window at the second floor leve is narrow, the third floor
window is broad, repesting the broad third-floor archesof the wooden porches that flank it. The pavilions & either Sde
ae more rerved in character than the center pavilion. Their only ornamentd trim isthe corbelling and cornice a the
eaves (Photos #1,2, 3). Their amooath brick walls are pierced a the center of eech floor level by asingle 2/2 ssgmented-
arched window with arockface browngtone sill.

Porches

The gpace between the three brick pavilions of the main facade is occupied by two three-level, wooden porches. The
faces of the porches are dightly recessed and do not project as far forward as the faces of the three pavilions. Resting on
brick corbelling, they stand infront of recessed portionsof the brick west wall of the building. In these portionsof the
wall isamain entrance and awindow for each of the sSix gpartments.

At al three levdsthe front porches are ample enough not only to provide aocess to the gpartment entrances but dso to
offer eech unit with an outdoor sitting area. Thetwo apartments a the ground floor level have accessdirectly fromthe
sdewak from aporch on either Sde of the main entrance to the building. Access to the upper porches and to the
entrances of the four upper gpatments isthrough the doorway in the center pavilion, which opensinto a plastered entry
hall containing a stairway (Photo # 5) to the second- and third-story porches.

At thethird story roofline, the porch roofsare lower in height than are those of the main body of the building. Just below
the roofline of each third-story porch isabroad round arch formed by a pair of large wooden bracketsjoined together a
the gpex of the arch. This arch motif gopearsonly a the third-story level and isnot ussd onthe lower levels of the
porches, which are unadorned except for their railings. Therailings of the porches are late 20* century replacements of
the originals. Made of square-section wood baugters with handrails a their tops, the railings are generdly gppropriateto
the style of the building and may be similar tothe originals. Exactly what the originas looked like is not known.
However, thisdesign isgenerdly in keeping with the style and period of the building.

Sdes and Rear

Both the ddes and rear of the building are lighted by 2/2 ssgmented windows of the same type and Sze as those seen on
the flanking pavilions of the main facade. On these secondary facades there is no ornament, except where the eave
ornament of the main facade returns for a short disance around the northwest and southwest corners (Photos# 1 & 3). A
four-level wooden porch extends acrassthe width of the reer facade (Photo #4). A porch that once provided access from
the Cadtle Street sidewalk to the ground floor of the rear porches no longer exigts. Its shadow and the shadow of the
gdairs up to the rear porch can still be ssen in the brick dong the south side (Photo #3).

(continued)
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Interior

The gtair hall that gives accessto theupper goartments from the main entrance iswell preserved. Itsorigina sairs and
railing are intact. Also the door and window frames in the stair way and the decorative glass and muntinsin the windows
that light itare dso original. Doorsthat originally dosed off the porches from the stairway are missing. The interiors of
all of the gpartments have been remodded, with some changes to the original layout. However, original door and
window frames, some doors and other origina woodwork survives.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric sites are known in the National Regiger listed Castle Strest Row areg, the EmmaB. Gates
Apartments boundary increese areaor in the generd area(within one mile), stes may be present. Environmenta
atributes of the areaprior to 19" century historic period deveopment likely included severd locationa criteria (dope,
soil drainage, distance to wetlands) recognized es favorable characterigtics for many types of prehistoric stes. Well-
drained, level to moderatdy doped land surfaces were presant in daose proximity (within 1000 feet) to fresh water
wetlands. While wetlands cannot be recognized inthe areatoday, historic magpsof the area document their presence in
the 19* century. An 1851 Worcester map illustrates a 9ream draining north/south eest of Fiedmont Street. The same
mep a0 illusgtrates a small pond between Cagle Row and Pledmont Street. By 1870, the streeam and pond are not
represented on aWorcester Atlas of the areg; however, a gpring is noted west of Fiedmont Street, possibly the pond noted
on the earlier map. 1n spite of the above information and mid 19* century photographs of the areaillustrating a barn and
riding amphitheatre west of Pledmont Stredt, the potentia for locating significant archaeologica resourcesin the existing
digtrict or boundary increese areaislow. Nineteenth century congtruction of the existing Castle Street Row housss and
the EmmaB. Gates Apartment Block, both of which havefull basaments and cover nearly the entire amended district,
have likely impacted any cultural resourcesthat might have been inthe area

(end)
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8. Statement nf Signifinanne

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bitiliographinal Referenr.es

Worcester, MA _
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
COMMUNITY PI ANNINGi AND DFVFI OPMENT

Period of Significance
1RR8-1Cj5n

Significant Dates
1887-1888 construction of building

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

aZa

Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
John B Woodworth, architect

H.G. Hoflin. builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

X

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The EmmaB. Gaes Apartment Block meets Nationa Regiger Criteria A and C a the locd level. Itshigtory is closdy
related to that of the Castle Strest Row House Didtrict. Itsarchitecture isaso related to that of the district by itslate 19*
century period of construction, by itsgenerd sze and height, and by its building materias.

Under Criterion A, the building is historically significant as the last building to have been built inthe late 19* century
devdopment of Cadtle Stret by the Gatesfamily.  Under Criterion C, this 1887 Romanesque Revivd style building is
significant as a substantidly intact and representative example of late 19* century Worcester gpartment building
congtruction. Itisdso significant as one of the more stylish examples of the work of Worcester architect, John B.
Woodworth.

Historical Background of the Naghborhood

The land upon which the Gates A partments were built was once part of the campus of the Oreed Collegiate Institute. The
Oreed was first opened in 1849 by Eli Thayer and remained in operation until 1881. Modeled on Thayer's dmamater.
Brown University, in Providence, Rhode Idand, it is said to have been the first American college for women to offer a
four year libera artscurriculum. At the time of its opening the only other ingtitution of higher learning to admit wormen
was Oberlin College in Ohio, which hed graduated itsfirst women in 1841. Asone of only two institutions offering
American women the same academic training available to men, the Oread was atended by young women from all over
the country.

Built of stone, the Gothic Reviva style ingtitute building took the form of aturreted castle. It occupied acraggy, fortress-
like position on the top of Goat Hill overlooking Main Street on the outskirtsof the city. According to one source, the
grounds originally condgted of ten acres An 1851 map of Worcester (lllustration # 1) shows the Oread "Castle' as one

of only two buildings standing a that date within the areaddimited by Maiden Strest (how Piedmont) on the eest. King
Street onthe west. Main Street on the south, and Queen and Chandler streets on the north. During this same period,
former farmland dong Main Street south of downtown Worcester was beginning to be developed with houses, many in
picturesque styles on largelots.

Ilustration # 2 shows the Oreed in 1856 with Main Stregt in the foreground and the hillside around it still undevel oped.
In this photograph an open sweep of ground extends from the front of the "Castle" al the way down to Main Stre<t,
creating adramatic setting for the college building. A history of the ingtitute described the setting thus:

In front of the school was abroad gretch of pleasant lawn adormed by hardly atree of any Sze extending
to Main Street. Thislavn was not kept clipped, but the grass was alowed to grow until June when the
girls are reported to have had greet frolicsin the hayfields. Ancther plessat lawn gtretched from Main
Street to the summit of the hill opposite, where was the Academy, alarge schoal for boys.

However, only afew yearslater, thisidyllic setting begen to change. In order to pay off a$20,000 mortgege onthe
schoal, lots aong the periphery of the Oread property began to be sold off piecemed in the late 1860's. The land-sde
(continued)
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technique of fund-raising was the same usd to sudain the boys preparatory school, Worcester Academy, opposite the
Oreed, where Thayer had bean principa in the late 1840's.

Between 1868 and about 1873, on land purchasad from the ingtitute, Larkin N. Gates built 42 dwellings contained in
eight blocks of Second Empire stylerow houses. All of these blocks can be seen onthe 1886 Worcester atlas (lllustration
#5). The narrow lots and row houses allowed the builder to profit by every square foot of available land. Severd new
dreats were opened up in the process. The 1870 Worcester atlas (Illustration # 3) showsthat lotsaong the Main Street
frontage of the Oread property had been sold by that date and that a double house and arow house block had bean built
there. A new greet caled Oread Flace had dso been opened up between the indtitute building and Main Strest and a
single house and ablock of row houses hed dready bemn erected there. Cadtle and Valley streats were opened in 1873
and Alden Streat was put through in 1877. Something of the effect of this dense congtruction can be saen inlllustration
# 4, which shows the gppearance and relationship of the Cadtle, Valey and Alden Street blocks of row houses Someime
batween 1870 and 1886 the brick housesa 5-7 and 9 Cadtle Street were built. By thetime of the congtruction of the
Gates Apatmentsin 1887, the grounds around the Oreed "' Castl€' had been reduced to asmall 1ot hemmed in by houses
(Mustration # 6).

The Emma B. Gates Apartment Block

The Gates gpartment building was the last building to be built in the devd opment of Cadtle Street by members of the
Gaesfamily. A circa 1900 photograph (lllustration #5) shows it in place, with itsrear porches facing the camera, ad
the Oread "Cadtle" in the disance. Therocky ledge of the hill ssams to have prohibited further congtruction in the area,
both on the northem end of Castle Street and on the northem side of Alden Street.

The lot for the Gates A partments was purchased on May 20, 1837 from the Oread property by Emma Blood Gates On
September 29" of the sameyear Mrs. Gates d 0 bought an additional two-foot-wide strip of land for one dollar.
Presumably, this second purchase alowed the present two-foot distance between the building and the northern boundary
of the lot.

By the time work was begun in 1887 for Mrs. Gates gpartment block on Cagtle Street, many of the nearby row housss
had dready been converted from single-family dwellings to apartments. City directories show that others were occupied
by familiesthat were taking in severd boarders. The congtruction of the Gates Apartments coincided with the building of
anumber of other brick apartment buildings in the areaaround Main, Wellington, Chandler, and Plessant dreats, ashort
digance north of Castle Street. Some of those were similar in their rlatively smal sze and Romanesque Reviva style to
the Gates block.

Emma B. Gates

EmmaB. Gaeswas Mrs. Charles L. Gates. Her husbend was the son of Larkin N. Gates, the builder and red edate
deve oper who was respongble for the origina row house development of the former Oreed Ingtitute property. Charles
Gateswas a partner with Henry T. Farrar in the firm Farrar & Gates, established in 1885, agentsfor red ettate, insurance,
and investment securities. The Gateslived a 2 Alden Street, which they owned, nearly opposte the site of Mrs. Gates
new gpartment building. Charles Gates father, Larkin Gates, lived a 4 Alden Street and owned it and all of the
remainder of the Alden Street block of row housssexcept for that of hisson.

(continued)
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It isclear that Mrs. Gates built the building as an income-producing property. Aslate as 1900, she was still listed as the
owner of the Gates Apartments, which, together with itsland, was then vaued a $10,100. While mogt Worcester
goatment buildingsof this period were owner-occupied, the Gates Apartments were not. However, because Mrs. Gates
lived directly acrossthe dreet in adevdopment built by her father-in-law, she cannot tmly be called an absantee

landladly.

John B. Woodworth, Architect
The Emma B. Gates Apartment Block was designed by John B. Woodworth (1845-1893), who practiced architecturein
Worcester from 1877 until his degth in 1893. Worcedter city directories show that in 1887, the year the Gates
Apartments
were built, he was living & 2 Alden Street, the same address as his client Mrs. Gatesand her husband.  Relatively little
is known about Woodworth's career and or about hiswork. Hisprofessiond ligtingsin Worcester directories indicate
that he practiced independently and was never associated with partners. Mogt of the buildings identified as hiswork are
smple cottages and unassuming three-story gpartment blocks. Houses designed by Woodworth can dso be found in
well-to-do late-19* century neighborhoods of the Main South areg, not far from Cadtle Street. Included among them area
circa 1880's clgpboard and shingle Quean Anne style house a 38 May Street (NR, May Street Historic District) and a
house a 10 Norwood Street (NR, Woodland Street Higtoric District). A more high style example of hiswork isthe
brick. Queen Anne style Edward Slark House, 21 Oread Street, 1883 (NR). The Emma B. Gates Apartment Block is of
an architectura pretense and caliber similar to that of the Edward Stark House.

Henry G. Hoflin, Builder
Henry G. Hoflin was the builder. An 1889 advertissment in the Worcester Directory listshim as Henry G Hoflin & Co.,
building contractors, accepting work on "All Classssof Buildings, either Carpenter or Mason Work."

The Romanesque Revival Style

The Emma B. Gates Apartment Block is an example of the Romanesque Reviva style.  Although the Romanesque
Revival had been popular since the mid-19* century, amore robust version was mede popular by the work of the
influential late-19* century Boston architect, Henry Hobson Richardson. The Romanesaue Revival was widely popular
in Worcester during the 1880'sand 1890'sfor al sortsof buildings, from churches, to business blocks, to gpartment
blocks. Seveard of Worcester's mogt important churches were built in the Romanesaue style in brownstone, as were most
of Richardson's examples However, this style, probably the single most popular style for the construction of the city's
goatment blocks, was more often interpreted inbrick. Severd dozen Romanesque Revival style apartment buildings
were built in the Main South areaof the city during this period. Characterigtics of the brick interpretation of the style
s inthe Gates Apartments, including smooth red brick wallswith narrow mortar joints, brownstone trim, brick
corbelling, and the use of Romanrarched openings, were common to other goartment buildingsin the city, as well.

The Gates Apartment Block and the Late 19* Century Apartment Buildings in Worcester

During the late 19* century Worcester was a progperous and growing industrial city. Between 1870 and 1915 its
population quadrupled in size, from 41,105 to 162,697. Asthe city grew rapidly, the downtown became denser than
before as larger and taller buildingsreplaced smdler, oneto-three-story structures. Both industrial aress and residential
neighborhoods expanded and dso became densar. Asareault of the increasing deraand for housing,' residentia
expangon occurred inall the central sectionsof the city. Although a dreet railway sysem had been in existence here
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(continued)

snce 1863, Worcester was still largdy a"walking" city that required aconcentration of housing neer the city center. In
answer to that need, residentia expansion became more upward than outward. The city's earliest three-deckers and first
gpartment buildings both ssam to have been built in the 1870's. Although only afew row houseswere builtin
Worcester, a number of them, including those built in the Castle Street area by Larkin Gates, were <o first built during
the 1870's. By the late 1880's, neighborhoods of brick gpartment buildings began to gppear around the edges of the
downtown area.  In the following years, the building of three-deckers and gpartment blocksintensified. Soon, multiple-
family housing, in the form of both three-deckers and gpartment blocks, mede up the magjor part of Worcester's new
residential construction.

From the 1880's through the early years of the 20* century, many gpartment blocks larger than the Gates Apartments
were built in the city. The 1893 Dictionary of Worcester (Massachusatts) and ItsVicinity, by Franklin P. Rice includes
an entry "Apartment Houses' with the remark: "Worcester has within the pest few years, followed the leed of thelarger
cities in the erection of Apartment Houses" Thiscomment makes it clear that the late 19* century gppearance of
gpartment buildings inthe city was anovelty and worthy of some specid note. The examples listed by Rice gopear to
have been four or five stories high with more than six units. Itisnot known how many of these larger buildings were of
the fashionable " gpartment hotel" variety typical of the finer goartment blocksbuilt in Boston. Derived from Continenta
European examples, apartment hotels contained gpartments that eech occupied an entire floor of the building.

In Worcegter, gpartment buildings were mostly occupied by middle dassfamilies. This was the case with the Gates
Apatments, as well. In 1890 the occupants were adruggist, acivil engineer, amachinist, atoolmaker, an armorer, and a
grocer. Although much of Worcester's population growth during the late 19* century was due to foreign immigration,
the occupants of brick gpartment blockslike the Gates Apartments were typically Native Americans and not recent
immigrants. The early occupants of the Gates A partments gpparently belonged to this same group, since al had English
aurnames. However, by 1910 the dassof tenantsin the building hed diminished somewhat. Now they included an
eectrician, aconductor, a barber, awoman taking in boarders, a shoemeaker, and a produce man (the same person listed as
agrocer in 1890). Among the boarders were a bookkegper and awireworker. By thistime, severd of the tenants,
including some of the boarders, had Irish names. Since no occupations are liged in the Worcester Street Directory in the
later years of the 20* century the occupations of later tenants in the building are not known. However, severd of them
were long-tern tenants who remained there over many years.

The Cadle Srest Naghborhood in the Z2¥' Century

Today the lot where the old Oread "Castl€' good isvacant a thetop of Cadle Street.  After the Oread Indtitute closed in
1881, the building served, among other uses as aschool of domestic stience and later as the heedquarters of ariding
acadamy. The picturesque old building was demolished about 1934. Its grounds are now acity park, known as Cadle
Park.

During the 1950's the entire Main South area begen to fall into decline and many other changes to the neighborhood
occurred gradually over time. By the early 1970's mogt of the earlier middle and upper dass owners and occupants of

(continued)
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housesin the areahad moved avay. Many formerly grand houses hed been broken up into gpartments or had become
rooming houses. Others were vacant and hed fallen prey to vandadism and arson. Larkin Gates row houses on Alden
and Valley Streets, adjoining Cadtle Street, had been torn down and their lotswere overgrown. All or most of those on
Oread Face were dso gone.

Theonly intact row house blocks surviving from Larkin Gates development of the areasood on Cadtle Street (322 NR,
4-18 Cadtle Street) immediately south of the Gates Apartments and behind it, facing on Fiedmont Stret (sse MHC form
for 17 PFedmont Street). Despite these changes Cadlle Streat survived with relatively few magjor changes Herewere
presarved not only itsrow houses but d<o the Gates Apatments and two  brick dwellings of the period a 57 and 9 Cadtle
Siredt.

During the 1970's Castle Strest was mostly occupied by the elderly and by young people who gppreciated the low rents.
By somegood luck, this strest somehow maneged to escgpe the socid problems of the surrounding arees. So, despite the
generdly dilapidated condition of the dwellings, a neighborhood spirit was kindled here, partly by the amosphere of this
quiet greet with its unique brick row houses and their neighboring brick dwellings climbing up the hill. Neighborhood
resdent, Anthony Taylor in his 1984 book, Worcester's Architectural Neighborhoods, described Cedtle Street as "a
amdl idand of sanity surrounded by aworld of urban crisis." Hefurther noted: "Cadle Street isa unique and
irreplaceable neighborhood and its residents think that it isremarkable despite al its shortcomings.”

In about 1978, under the leadership of Mr. Taylor, the neighbors founded the Oread Castle Neighborhood Corporation.
This organization began work to stabilize and improve the neighborhood with the added support of agenciesof the City

of Worcester, the City of Worcester Parks Department, neighborhood businesses, and a non-profit housing group,
Worcester Cooperation Council, Incorporated. By the mid-1980sasmdl park, Cagtle Square Park, and community
vegetable garden had been established by the neighbors on the north side of Valley Strest on the site of one of Larkin
Gaesformer row house blocks. Park benches and a cookout areawere inddled there. AcrossValey Stregt, onthe Ste
of another former row house, abocce court was built.  That the Gates Apartment Block was consdered to be an integral
and visually compatible part of the Cadtle Strest Row House neighborhood at thistime isssen initsinclusion in aview of
Cadle Stret used on the 1980 letterhead of the Oread Cadtle Neighborhood Corporation (see [llustration # 7).

Although aconsiderable amount of time hes passed snce then, afunctioning community garden and some of this
neighborhood spirit still surviveheretoday. Trees have been planted on either Sde of the dreet. A clearly modem, but
not incompatible, wood frame row house block hes bean built on Alden Stregt & the corner of Cadtle Street. The
economic gatusof the Castle Street neighborhood hes changed relatively little in the past two decades yet the
neighborhood hes been somewhat stabilized. Renovations of the Gates Apartments and of some other buildings on the
dreet will further contributeto the futureof the area

(END)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Castle Strest Row House District, including the boundary increase, are shown on the atached mgp
of the area. The boundaries of the property a 20-24 Cadlle Street, which expands the existing district, are the same as
those shown in the City of Worcester Assessor' sBook # 6, Sheat #18, Lot #31.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the expanded Cadtle Streat Row House Didtrict circumscribe the property of the row house block,
dready included in the district, and that of the added EmmaB. Gates Apartment Block. The property included within the
boundaries of the expanded district was all part of the section of the campus of the Oread Callegiate I ngtitute that was
developed during the late-19* century by Larkin N. Gatesand his family.

(END)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer:  Susan Ceccacc
Date July 1999
Negatives. with Matthew Bansfield

1 Main (west) and south facaedes, looking north from Cadtle Strest

2. Detail of main (west) faBade, view looking northeast

3. Main (west) fabade a |eft; south faBade a right

4. Reex (left) faBade- upper three of four stories- ssan from nearby rooftop, looking southwest.
5. Interior: main entry hall with stairway ssen from front door, looking eest

ILLUSTRATION

L 1851 map of Worcester showing the still goarse devd opment of the Main South areawhere the new Oreed
Collegiate Ingtitute building was located, with the boys' preparatory school, Worcester Academy across the
way. (Courtesy, Worcester Historical Museum)

2, 1856 photograph of the Oreed Institute and its grounds, teken from the still undeveloped grounds of Worcester
Academy across Main Strest. The cylindrical stone structures on the right hand side of the photograph just
west of the present Pledmont Street are abam and riding ampitheatre, which were no longer standing by 1870.
(Photograph, Collection Worcester Historical Museum)

3. 1870 Worcedter Atlas showing the early development of the former front campus of the Oreed Ingtitute.

4, Drawing by Anthony Taylor reconstructing the dense devd opment and probable late 19* century gppearance
of Larkin Gates row house devd opments on Crafts, Valley and Alden Stredts.

5. 1836 Worcester alas showing the dense deve opment of the former front campus of the Oread Institute by that
date. Larkin Gates row houses blocksare shownin gray. (Courtesy, Worcester Historical Museum)

6. ¢. 1900 photograph showing the Oreed "cadtle’ surrounded by dense development. The rear porches of the
Emma Gates Apartment Block can be saen in the center right of the photograph. The Alden Street row house
block is ssen a the far left. #2 Alden Street, the home of Emma Gatesand a0 of architect John B.
Woodworth, isthe unit with its Sde gable showing.

(end)






ILLUSTRATION #1 1851 Worcester mgp showing the still sparse devdopmant of the Main South areawhere the new
Oreed Collegiate Listitute building was located, witli the boys preparatory school, Worcester Academy, across the way.
(Courtesy, Worcester Historical Museum)



toMNIferM pSN ANNAK AN A MAX/-Z e-e" C
ANNGIA NN AN Z N, - Z'0AA--T N -ANN

ILLUSTRATION #2 Photograph of the Oread Collegiate Ingtitute and its grounds in 1856. Taken from the still undevdoped grounds of Worcester Acadamy
acrossMain Stredt. The cylindrical gone gtructures ontlieright hand side of the photograph just west of the present Fledmont Stret are abam and nding
amphithestre, which were no longer ganding by 1870.  (Photograph, Collection Worcester Historical Museum)



ILLUSTRATION #3 1870 Worcegter atlas showing the early devdopment of the formerfrontcampus of the Oread Collegiate hidtitute.



ILLUSTRATION #4 Drawing by Anthony Taylor reconstmcting the danse devdopment and probable late 19" century
appearance of the Larkin Gates row house devdopments on Cadlle, Valley and Alden stregts.
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ILLUSTRATION #5 1836 Woroeter alas showing the danse devdgomat of the formerfrontcanous of the Oreed
Cdlegiae Inditute by thet date Larkin Gates row house blocks are 9oan ingrey. (Courtesy Woroester Higtoricd

Museum)



ILLUSTRATION #6 Circa 1900 photograph showing the Oread "'Castle' surrounded by dense devdopmant. Therear

porches of the EmmaB. Gates Apartment Block can be seen a the center right of the photograph. The Alden Stret row
houseblock issemn a thefar eft. 2 Alden Stret, the home of Emima B. Gates and d o of architect John B. Woodworth, is

the unit with its 9de gable showing.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary' of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Januarys, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic FHaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encdlosed please find the following nomination form:

Cadle Streat Row Historic District, Worcester (Worcester), MA
BOUNDARY EXTENSION TO EXISTING DISTRICT
WORCESTER MRA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties in the Certified Local
Government community of Worcester were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to commernt.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CcC: Bruce Bunke, Chair, Worcester Historical Commission
Susen Ceccaccl, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Raymond Mariano, Mayor, City of Worcester
Joanne Kennedy Vadade, Worcester CLG Coordinator
J. Edward Bansfield
Jamesigoe, Preservation Worcester
Everett Shaw, Worceser OPCD

220 xMorrissey Boulevard. Boston. Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-84 0
w-Vv.-N-state. ma.us/sec/mhc



