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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Facing west, the Post Office is located in Brookhaven, Mississippi 
(population 10,700), at the SE corner of Cherokee Street and Jackson. 
The building is on a level site and has foundation plantings of clipped 
shrubs and border plants. Combining the Beaux Arts style with certain 
Italian Renaissance and Mission elements, the Post Office is the most 
imposing public structure in Brookhaven. The one-story brick building 
on a raised, stone basement has a low hipped roof with pan tiles and 
deep bracketed eaves. Segmental arches supported by wide brick piers 
create the building's arcade on Cherokee Street. Similarly arched 
casement windows complete the fenestration on the Jackson Street elevation 
along with doorways at opposite ends of that facade. The exterior details 
of the building include decorative brickwork in the spandrels and frieze, 
a narrow terra cotta string course, a dentilated architrave and cornice, and 
wall lanterns. The interior of the building remains relatively unaltered 
and has its original mahagony writing tables and red, green, and white 
terrazzo floor with a marble border. The Post Office retains its 
architectural integrity to a high degree.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brookhaven Post Office is being nominated under Criteria' C.

Built in 1912, the Post Office is a unique building in Brookhaven. No 
other structure in the town embodies the characteristics of the Beaux 
Arts, Italian Renaissance, and Mission styles. Constructed by the 
Treasury Department, the Post Office was designed by James Knox Taylor 
(chief architect) and Louis A. Simon (supervising architect). Because 
very few post offices were built in Mississippi during this period, the 
designs attributed to James Knox Taylor are very rare in the state. The 
building is located across the street from Whiteworth College, 
Mississippi's first women's and third oldest college, which together 
with the Post Office forms the town's most architecturally significant 
group of institutional buildings.
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