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Worces ter
Town

Address I"™O Eastern Avenue

Historic Kane John Johnson Three-

Decker
Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and
»(hite) Indicate address of Uses Present residential
property on back of photo. residential
Staple to left side of for«. Original

DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1894

Source Worcester House Directory

Style Queen Anne Three-Decker

Architect unknown

Sketch Map: Draw aap showing property's location wood claoboard

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings ' "o"e

intersection(s).
Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) Porch

See attached mao, balustrades replaced

Condition good

Mol Date
Acreage Less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th century, urban
multi-family residential neighborhooc

in a row of three-deckers.

UM REFERENCE 19/269950/4683670 Reordad byMichaeI Steinitz
USGCS QUADRANGLE Worcester North Organization for MHC

SCALE 1:25,000 DaeDecember 1988



NATI ONAL REQ STER ORI TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl )

The John Johnson Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,'
materials, worl<manship, feeling and association. |t is significant forits
association with the Scandanavian, working-class, multi-famly residential

nei ghborhood that developed north of Belnmont Street in the late 19T.h century.
It 1s also an unusually well-preserved, well-detailed exanple of an early
experimental variant of the Queen Anne style three-decker forms popul ar

locally during this period. The Johnson Three-Decker thus meets criteria

A and C of the National Register of Historic Place? on the local level.

ARHTECTURL. SGNH CGINE Describe inportant archltectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 140 Eastern A'enue is a riTiarkably well-preserved, well-
detailed exanmple of local Queen Anne three-decker design of the 1890s. The
house has the characteristic hip roof and side-hall plan. However, the
building is quite unusual for the central placement of itsfront bay w ndow,
which creates a nmuch nmore symmetrical facade. The single-story entry porch
is supported by lathe-turnedposts with an open balustrade. VJindows have
2/2 sash, and nmany retain decorative, sawtooth molding on their caps. The
wi de roof cornice overhang shelters regularly spaced brackets, and heavier
brackets in the corners. The house is clad in wod clapboard. An open,
three-tier side porch appears to be an addition or a md-20th century
replacement.

HSIARCL SANHCANE Explain the role omners played in local or state history ad how the
building relatesto the devel opnent of the conaunity.

The John Johnson Three-Decker, built ca. 1894, was |ocated in an early area
of three-decker devel opment on the hillslope north or Belnont Street, an
area domnated during this period by families of Swedish, Finn-Swede, and
Finnish extraction. Many residents of the working-class neighborhood were
enpl oyed at the nearby North Wdrks of the Washburn and Men Conpany (later
American Steel and Wre), or in other local firms that enployed skilled
metal workers. The building at 140 Eastern Aveaue was part of a row built
ca. 1894, The owner through 1930 was John Johnson, a woodworker, who did
not reside here. Tenants in 1896 included Charles Gustafson, a wireworker;
Charles Vnerstrom a laborer; and John Carlson, a woodworker. In 1910,
residents included Isaac Tavonen and Fritz Anderson, |aborers; and John
Saari, a wireworker. A decade later, occupants included John Saari, now
enpl oyed as an emoryworker; Alexander Luukko, a helper; and Gustaf Jacobson,
a wireworker. Tenants in 1930 included Wil liamMWarpula, a machinist; Thomas
Warpula, a laborer; and Ms. Martina Jacobson, a finisher.

Bl BLI GGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1894,1896,1910,1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al., Wbrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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PRCPE| Johnson, John, Three-Decker
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