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Town Worces t e r 

Address l̂ ^O E a s t e r n Avenue 

Historic Kane John Johnson T h r e e -

Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

res i d e n t i a l 

Date c a . 1894 

Source 

Style 

W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Queen Anne Three -Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildings ' "o"e 

wood c l a o b o a r d 

Major Al te ra t ions (with dates) Porch 

b a l u s t r a d e s r e p l a c e d 

Condition good 

Moved Date 

Acreage Less than 1/4 acre 

Sett ing L a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , u rban 

m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhooc 

i n a row o f t h r e e - d e c k e r s . 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269950/4683670 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The John Johnson Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , ' 
m a t e r i a l s , worl<manship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the Scandanavian, working-class, m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighborhood that developed n o r t h of Belmont Street i n the l a t e 19T:h century. 
I t i s also an unusually well-preserved, w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of an e a r l y 
experimental v a r i a n t of the Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker forms popular 
l o c a l l y d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . The Johnson Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a 
A and C of the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Place? on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 140 Eastern A-'enue i s a riT i a r k a b l y well-preserved, w e l l -
d e t a i l e d example of l o c a l Queen Anne three-decker design of the 1890s. The 
house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c h i p roof and s i d e - h a l l plan. However, the 
b u i l d i n g i s q u i t e unusual f o r the c e n t r a l placement of i t s f r o n t bay window, 
which creates a much more symmetrical facade. The s i n g l e - s t o r y entry porch 
i s supported by l a t h e - t u r n e d posts w i t h an open balustrade. VJindows have 
2/2 sash, and many r e t a i n d e c o r a t i v e , sawtooth molding on t h e i r caps. The 
wide roof cornice overhang s h e l t e r s r e g u l a r l y spaced brackets, and heavier 
brackets i n the corners. The house i s cla d i n wood clapboard. An open, 
t h r e e - t i e r side porch appears to be an a d d i t i o n or a mid-20th century 
replacement. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

The John Johnson Three-Decker, b u i l t ca. 1894, was located i n an e a r l y area 
of three-decker development on the h i l l s l o p e n o r t h or Belmont S t r e e t , an 
area dominated d u r i n g t h i s p e riod by f a m i l i e s of Swedish, Finn-Swede, and 
Finnish e x t r a c t i o n . Many residents of the working-class neighborhood were 
employed at the nearby North Works of the Washburn and Moen Company ( l a t e r 
American Steel and Wire), or i n other l o c a l f i r m s t h a t employed s k i l l e d 
metal workers. The b u i l d i n g at 140 Eastern Aveaue was p a r t of a row b u i l t 
ca. 1894. The owner through 1930 was John Johnson, a woodworker, who d i d 
not reside here. Tenants i n 1896 included Charles Gustafson, a wireworker; 
Charles Vnerstrom, a laborer; and John Carlson, a woodworker. In 1910, 
residents included Isaac Tavonen and F r i t z Anderson, l a b o r e r s ; and John 
Saari, a wireworker. A decade l a t e r , occupants included'John Saari, now 
employed as an emoryworker; Alexander Luukko, a helper; and Gustaf Jacobson, 
a wireworker. Tenants i n 1930 included W i l l i a m Warpula, a machinist; Thomas 
Warpula, a l a b o r e r ; and Mrs. Martina Jacobson, a f i n i s h e r . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1894,1896,1910,1920,1930. 

L.J. Richards, Atlas of the C i t y of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 

J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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Attest 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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