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The United States CQustons House (nowt he Trayser Miseur) in Barnstable i s located

on Cobbs Hill at theeastern endof thevillage, facing north on Main Street

(Route 6A). Across thestreet i stheUnitarian Church, andbeyond that, Barnstable
Harbor. There areno other buildings immediately adjacent t ot he Custons House

except for thed dJail (ontheNational Register) which was noved t oits present
location beside theCQustons House i n1973. The building i slocated on one third

of an acre with decorative iron fencing marking t heback boundary. A small hip

roofed carriage house with twolarge double doors i ssituated behind the Custons

House. _

The Cust ons House, a 2 storyhiproofedredbrickbuilding, restsonahigh granite
foundation. A stringcoursetoppedby a dentiled nol ding marks the divi sion
betweenthe first, and secondfl oor, andthe cornicerepeatsthis decorative detail
with tworows of dentilsanda stringcoursebelow. Thefenestration isregular and
all thewindowsareidentical, with 2/2/2sash. Thetoplightsinall the w ndows
fitintoa seni-circular opening whichisinturntoppedby a cast iron hood

nmol ding. Thereis a central doorwaytoppedby a seni-circular archidentical to
t he wi ndowar ches on ei ther si de of t hedoor, inthe facadeandrear el evation.

A cast ironbal cony supported by el aborate brackets extendsacrossthethree second
floor wi ndowsinthe shallow pavilion of thefacade. A flight of granite steps

| eadsup to t he facade entrance. s

The original | ow pitched hip roof was of corrugatedeiron, and supported a balustrade
between t hefive brick chimeys which served theinterior fireplaces. Wen the
steam heating systemwas installed four of thechimeys andt hebal ustrade were
renoved. A new higher slate hipped roof was installed over theold roof, and t he
flag pole which was placed onthenewroof i snowused as a |andmark by t he United
States Geological Survey. The slate onthenewroof was replaced by asphalti n

1971 because of thehigh cost of maintenance.

The interior contains nost of theoriginal cast iron structural anddecorative
features. Five square cast iron colums with Corinthian capitals support the
second floor, and a broad cast iron staircasewith anornate banister rises along
the west wall. Other interior features include Doric and Tuscan pilasters, plain
plaster walls, andmaple floors. Mst of t hewood paneled partitions fromthe
building's Post Office days were taken out when t hebuilding was convertedi n
1960 into theDonald G Trayser Miseum
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The Bar nst abl e Custons House i s significant not only for its architectural nerit

but alsofor itsroleinthe shippingindustry on Cape Cod in the nineteenth
century. - y-

The architect of thebuilding"cannot definitively be named. Local - sources claim"":
that Alfred B. Mullett designed thebuilding. However, this seens unlikely because
Mul I ett was not connected with the  Treasury Department when t he Cust ons House was
built i n1855. Arani B. Young, Supervising Architect of theUS Treasury duringthe
1850's was nost |ikely thearchitect because he was involved with thedesign of

nost of t he custonms houses and post offices built during that decade. The |arge
nunber of these buildings, reflecting thetrenendous economic growh of the United
States i nthemd-nineteenth century attest toYoung' s proficiency i n his field.
Many of these Federal buildings were designed i ntherather heavy Italian style
exhibited by t heBarnstable Custons House. The Custons House, thefirst "fireproof"
building on Cape Cod, and its style, massing, and materials were in marked contrast
to thetypical wood frame buildings which had traditionally been constructedi n

the area.

The Seventh CQustoms District was established by an act of Congress i n 1789, and
enconpassed all of Barnstable County except Falmouth. The district ranked fourth
anong t he Massachusetts CQustoms Districts, following Boston, Salem and New
Bedford. By 1850, 91,102 tons of shipping had been reported and t heneed for a
customs house was obvious. Prior totheconstruction of theBarnstable Custons
House each Collector had been required t ouse his own place of business to collect
the taxes. After theCivil Vér however, theshipping receipts i nthe Seventh
Qustons District gradually decreased until theDistrict was nade part of t heBoston
District i n1913. The building continued t obe used by thePost Office until 1958,
and t he Cape Cod Extension Service used thesecond floor from 1924 until 1957.

In 1960 t hebuilding was turned over totheDonald G Trayser Menorial Miseum '
and now contains exhibits relating tothemaritime history of Barnstable, as well
as artifacts fromtheeighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
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294 Washington Street

Paul Guzzi 0JS0S

727-83:f70

17 Cctober 1975

M. Charles Harrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Enclosed please find two National Register nomnations for the following
properties:

1. Plainville, North Attleboro, Angle Tree Stone \
2. Franklin, Red Brick School

Al'so enclosed is the re-submssion of nomnation for the US Custons
House i n Barnst abl e.

These propertieshave been voted eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Commi ssion (the State Review Board) andhave been signed by

the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Aradon.

Sincei™ly vyours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

AV¥/rmv

Encl osures THE NATCONAL REQTER GF HSTCRC RAGS

DAIEEREXD [/ o/;~ell75 n
INOVIiiij t REFONE AHACH .
INFSV TIVE MATESAL SNT

DATE ACTION  TAKEN

INITIABS



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

SATE MMwatHuiam

Date Entered NV12
Nane Location
f County
Hatthcvs roUiag Mill sita MMTth BzMkfUld TleiBity
/.
Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy Ctat* Hlstorie yiwiarvaticm Offl ew
BQS. £dwftra w. ttrookti Mrs. SUeabttth R. taadm
Bon. Qwrxy K. Studds MM Vtiv* OlitMrtMr, HK sacchua«tta
ten. isdvard P. Bolaad Slstoario«l
Regional Dixector, North Atlantic 27 %w»h'nMaR atxvet
Region Boeten, Hassachnsetts  0210S

PR MMoatt/row 11/14/75

INT: 2950-75



NR Data Sheet e

DE , Nov. 12i
NAME AS rr APFEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: , CuStO~MOUSe *fHA " T,
OHR KAfTS Donald G. Trayser Memorial Museum—/G-Ml-. X
LOCATION;
SIREE* NVBER  CobbS Hill, MA
OTY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 12 th
) Barnstabl e ViailllTV6F
code
Massachusetts / Barnstabl e 001
OWNER OF PROPERTY ; (Circle) PRIVATE STATE c'LOoCAL GOV'T|j MUNICIPAL GOUNTY  OTHER
' " e - ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERM"MAGENA”A
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE)"N.ATLANTIC y MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST
SOOTHVTEST  ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST  PACIFIC NORTffiffiST
FEATURES:
INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIROKS
_cS6”antJ.all?inic33+> N TjjsVgntialy intag>-2 ~~MuBstantialiv intac”a
unknown - 4 unknovm .-5 unknown
_iiot applicable- 7 _ not applicable- 8 _ Kot appUcable-9
.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
CONDITION-  —EXCALENT _OETERIORATEO _jUNALTERED WIfiGINAL SITE
«_.s600 _RUINS _»*fEBEO —MOVED
\ _FAIR 2 —UNEFCHED -Reconstructed —Unknown
—t'nexcavate'l _Excavatod
ANANARN QO Nt - A wEE A VA« i.WA(4vF A Unknown
historic district? YES
WTH N NATIONAL REG STER H STAR C DI STR CT? YES
IF YES NAME
«?» pr.tot A W THI N NATI ONAL HI STORI C LANDVARK? YES (W
IF YES MANE
ADAPTIVE USE; TAAP) no o thr Saved ? YES tio"" "M .AA[L X ANAIAN
FUNCTION fS); (use vocabulary words) STAN P ANNAN EAE W
SIGNIFICANCE:

" ARCMEOLOOY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPEARCHITECTUHE ~ _REUG10N enterCalniSent
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAwW/Gov't/politiCS —SCIENCE health
—ACReaTURE . —HEOONOMCS —UTERATURE rccrcatlon
At(CHITECTURE — i f' -EDUCATION © . —MILITARY —SOQAUHUMANITARIAN Settlement
_ARTA —ENGINEERING —MusiC _socClo/cultUral
AB<MMEHCE — (f —BPACRATON % —PHOSORHY —TRANSFORTATON Urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECIFYI planning

—INVENTION . 1

irfffit" 22 NOCIIPM.'* oldest-'YES NO **only»'  YES NO

1975



AV R 2R NI Y eI | -

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE. A"fiet"\"V\CJL - HTH I:r»UC” KoOE.

arehitecV'm.btriwerr  *Hr.bal*i® engineer:
landscap”™garden dedgner .- NAPOK*  ortist/artisan: :
interior decorator; bui Ider/contractor;

ETHNIC GROUP: r e

NAMES;

ersonal
(label role P
&

appropriate date)
events

institutional

DATES: DATE OF QONSTRUCTT ON ( Specific date or /4 of century):
DATHS) G- "MNAR ALTERATI ONS [ *A
H STCR CALLY S| GN FI CANT DATE( S)t

SOURCE: (oF NOMINATION) PRIVATE ISTATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY
OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:

ACREAGE, (to nearest tenth of an acre)

COMMENTS* (include architectural information here)__
MmN NI fmrorr aITtR. euzco tffa@”™-
JXXAWHIAN wn FeUSH FALHG SYWYYWKDYWHD (RNVIE

ASGMNEMM<AMDILAIL FI"ANDAMNW. 6laE*4IM«, PiaOKVMS*"T CoMmSTINe MeHN

SIGNIFICANLti.(maximum two sentences) Cs|UW a. H»05t . TTTSWWW



