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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Christian Home is a small brick Federal style raised cottage.
Wide brick steps lead to a main floor portico dominated by a pediment
supported by two large Doric columns. A central Federal door features an
interestingly patterned transom and side lights.

The house has a gabled roof and there are three end-exterior chimneys,
two on the right and one on the left. All walls are of handmade bricks
which are 9" square.

There are two windows on either side of the doorway, on both floors.
The windows on the main floor have six lights in the upper sash and nine
in the bottom sash, while the windows on the ground floor have six lights
top and bottom. ‘

Both floors have a wide central hall and two rooms on either side.
In 1936 the house was remodeled to add electricity and plumbing. At this
time a back porch on the second floor was enclosed to make space for baths
and closets. Care was taken to preserve the original features of the
structure., ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Christian Home is one of .the older Egggggl:gtyle houses in West
Alabama and the oldest surviving structure in Northport, a town across
the Black Warrior River from Tuscaloosa.

Built in the early 1830'4 by James Shirley, the cottage was the first
brick structure constructed in Northport. The house was built on the site
of a horse-drawn cotton gin, and was a memorial to this first industrial
plant in Northport. Shirley built the first brick commercial buildings in
Northport in 1850 after a fire which had burned an entire district.

Shirley was a native of South Carolina, and migrated to the area in
the early 1800's. After he and his wife died, the house passed to William
Lewis Christian, his brother-in-law. The present owner, George Christian,
is the great-great-grandson of the builder.
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