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Trinity Church was built- 1783-1791, with a tower added in 1836-1838 and
with some interior alterations in 1854.

1.

3.

Exterior: The exterior of the church is red brick (Flem1sh bond
on three sides and common bond on the west side and on the tower).
There is a water table and belt course on three sides also. There
is a single brick buttress in the middle of both the north and
south sides, probably added to the original fabric. The doorways
have broken pedlments, arched fan lights, and wooden guttae with
flank1ng Tuscan columns in the Federal style. The windows are
also arched with wooden keystones and impost blocks, with original
arched sash with arch lights and 12/12 single hung sash. There is
a Venetian (Palladian) window over the main east entry doorway and
a circular datestone above that with quadrant blocks and the date
"1784." The church is two stories with a five-story tower, plus
a wood porch and wood spire; (the tower was apparently anticipated
in the original design as the west facade of the church is common
bond while the other sides are all Flemish bond). The cornice is
a simple wood cornice and forms a broken pedimented gable on the
east interrupted by the upper portions of the Venetian window.
The roof is gable with slate shingles.

Interior: The plan is rectangular, three bays by five bays with
a main entry vestibule on the east and another entry doorway on
the south; with an interior balcony on three sides supported by
fluted Doric columns. The entry doorway on the east leads to a
narrow vestibule with flanking stairways to the balcony and two
doors leading to the two aisles of the church. The aisles sepa-
rate boxed pews with raised paneling. The chancel, renovated in
1854, is raised and flanked by fluted Ionic pilasters. Above the
chancel there is a circular stained glass window 1lit artificially.
Other windows are clear glass with early wood Venetian blinds
rebound and still in use.

Site: The church is located on the northwest corner of the main
street of Swedesboro with brick, cast iron and stone fences
enclosing the church and graveyard to the north and west of the
church. The site overlooks Raccoon Creek to the north of the
graveyard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Swedish Lutherans, who built a log church on this site c.1703,
were among the earliest congregations formed in southern New Jersey.
The present church was designed and built by the Swedish Lutheran
minister Reverend Nicholas Collin in 1784, who described the construc-
tion in his journal. Two years after its completion the church was
deeded to the Episcopal Church.

The church is a notable example of the Georgian style in a small-scale

rural church. The Venetian window and other arched windows are similar
in design to those of its prototype, Christ Church in Philadelphia. This
church contains many handsome details, such as the pedimented doorways
and the brick belt courses. The pleasant interior is notable for its

original boxed pews.
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William B. Bassett, Architectural Historian
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John M. Dickey, Architect

DATE

March 4, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

206A West State Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Media

STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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National

Richard J.
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Environmental Protection

Date

May 1, 1972

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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