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Tomn Wakefield
Address Main & O&k

Historic Name Greenwood TTninn Church

U= Present Church
Original church
DESOIIPTION

Date 1S8H. remodeled 1921.
Addition 1956
Source Proceedings of the 25nth

Anniversary of ancient town of Readin’
Style Queen Anne

Architect

Exterior Wall Fabric Shingle/clapboard

Outbuildings None

Major Alterations (with dates) aif.prpd
1921, had clock, entry porch;

additinn p NQN tn <Ar<=N=v
dcttiditicxi Fair

Moed MO Datr

Acreage Less than one acre

Setting At corner faces south on hill ,
granite & fieldstone retainer wall
east. Iron lamp pnpit, to light Rtairs.

Recorded by a-pphj **pr-tn-pa |l Pr'P<:*p-re*ra™-i n-n
... Associstcs . .
Organization wa leI id Hi <;tnri PAL
Commission
Dae March 1985



NATT NN REG STER (K TER | A STATENVENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The G eenwood Union church, though altered, remains a well preserved
exanple of popular 1880s stylistic elements. | t retains integrity of
location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association,
and neets Criterion Cof the NRP onthe local level.

ARCHHECTORAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in tams of
other buildings within the coraraunity.

Though this high gable roofed church has been renndeled twice, it
retains the charmng, warm character of a comunity chapel. An
eclectic combination of Stick, Shingle and Queen Anne st%/les, the 1
h story structure, built into the hill, was designed with a community
hall as an integral part of the plan. The building, according to a
sketch which appears in the 250th Anniversay volume, was apparently
entered between the tower andgabled element. | f this is accurate,
the present entry porch is an addition. The banded w ndows, turreted
tower, fancy shing in?1 and decorated bargeboards are a typical and
wel | planned m x of the popular stylistic elements of the iBSGCs.

Pi ne detailin?, like the heavy doors with forged hinges,

and the high tieldstone foundations addnmuch t othe conposition.

HSTCEHOAL SGNHCANCE Heceplain the rol e owners played inlocal or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the community.

Like the simlarly outlying hamet of Montrose, Geenwood, a rather
remote community, experienced with increasing populationaneed in the-
1870s for i t sown church. | t was t obe Christian but non-denom national.
The G eenwood Congregational Society was founded | nl873, using an
unfinished hall inthe local public school, andattended first bya
Congregational, andthen by a Unitarian mnister. | nl883 aparcel

of the Joseph Eaton estate was purchased, andthis building was
started. |tsupper portions remained Inconplete until 1894-95 when

't was dedicated "for the purposes of a Christian church, without
respect of persons”". 1. 1 nl903 i t becanme the G eenwood Union Church

in response t oa survey of the denomnations preferred %y al l
residents of the community. |t was renndeled | n1922 and 1937,

and nore recently added to.

B BLlI GE3RAPHY and/ or REFERENGES
Eat on, Chester, and Eaton, Warren. Proceedings of the 250th
Anniversary of the Ancient Town of Reddi ng. Reading, |896.
Eaton, W lliam History of Wakefield. Wakefield, 1944.
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