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The Seay House, according to Isa Seay Collins, the bachelor
governor's sister who served him as hostess, "is a massive structure
and elegantly furnished. The furniture, carpets, lace curtains, silk
draperies are superb." As for the amenities, there was a bathroom
"where you can have a bath with hot and cold water."

The three-story red brick structure, built in 1892, was indeed
impressive, especially for a new town on the frontier. A lpcal
showplace, it boasted & reception hall, formal parler, library, a
third-floor ballreom, and a peculiar deme-roofed tower room that
served the judge and governor as a retreat. Interior features
included seven fireplaces faced with imported tile, parquet floors,
oak paneling and other fine woodwork, two-pane windows (then a
prized innovation), high ceilings and transomed doorways. The
furnishings, as ¥rs. Collins indicated, were appropriately genteel,

After Governor Seay's death, however, the house fell on relatively
hard times. Iater owners removed the ballroom and the unique (if not
particularly handsome) tower, rented the second fleor as apartments.
But these features have now been restored, along with enough suthentic
furnishings to re-establish the 1890s decor and atmosphere. Meanwhile,
the Chisholm Trail Museum has been established across Zellers
Avenue to the south. Together they give the visitor a dramatic
picture of what Oklahoma was like both before and after the April 22,
1889, land "run" that transformed a grassy wilderness into a rich
agricultural area of rippling grain fields and bustling towns.
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But for the action of a single man, Kingfisher's Seay Home
might possibly be the Oklahoma Governor's Mansion--today as it
was, briefly, in 1892 when it was built. In 1890 a bill passed by
the Oklahoma Territorial legislature would have removed the capital
from Guthrie to Kingfisher. But Georgs Steele, the Territory s first
governor, vetoed the bill, Then on February 1, 1892, Judge Abraham
Jo Seay of Kingfisher was sworn in as Steel's successor and hopes ™™
of Fesidents of the ambitious little town were again aroused. These
hopes were further bolstered when Seay, a bachelor, proceeded to
put up a three-story "mansion" eminently suited for a chief
executive. A turn of the political wheel, however, removed the
one~-time Migsouri and Oklahoma lewyer/judge from the state's
highest office (appointive at the time) and Kingfisher thus lost
her last chance to become the Territory's number one city.

But the Seay Home, mansion or not, still has signficance - both
of itself and because of the early-day importance of Kingfisher. On
the first score, it was one of the first really fine homes to be
erected in what was until 1889 a raw frontier inhabited by Indians,
a handful of white missionaries, agency personnel and a few white
cattlemen, and an undetermined number of outlaws. The house with
its parquet floor, oak paneling, and handsome fn‘eplaces thus
becomes something of a symbol of "imported gentility" that was soon
to transform Indian Territery into a booming new state.

Kingfisher, teo, reflected this ebullient transformation.
Kstablished in 1889, it profited from already existing communication
lines. The Chisholm cattle trail in 1867 and the stage and wagon
road that paralleled it from Fort Reno north to Kansas in the 1870s
and 1880s both crossed the present townsite, as did the Rook Island
railroad, building south from Kansas in 1889, In 1890 the town was
to acquire an academy that soon grew into Kingfisher College (later
merged with the University of Oklahoma). In 1892 the Oklehoma
Territory (now Oklahoma) Press Association was formed at Kingfisher
and a year later it apparently thought so highly of the future of
this four-year-old wilderness-turned~territory that it organized the
Oklahoma Historical Society.
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In 1890, meanwhile, when Congress got around to organizing
Oklahoma Territory, it vested judicial pewers in a three-man supreme
court, third district of which was headquartered at Kingfisher.
Abreham J. Seay was named associate justice. His jurisdietion
extended west and north to include most of what is now that corner
of Oklahoma,

Travel over the district was difficult, the administration
of justice - particularly in "No Men's Land" (the present Oklahoma
Panhandle) - even more so. But Seay proved to be a courageous and
forthright judge. "Wine was known as a 'shotgun court' on account of
my bluntness in rulings and decisions," he wrote later in an informal
autobiography, "and I would not resent the charge that it was 'double-
barreled and breech-loading.' Having to shoot off-hand in the dark
& shotgun was more likely to do execution, and less likely than a
Winchester to do irreparable injury. I got small game, to be sure,
but a good deal of it, though I did not always hit the mark."

The Seay House, now handsomely restored by the State of Oklahoma,
is thus a fitting memorial to both a capable judge and a progressive
pioneer community. Judge Seay turned over the Territorial
governorship to William C. Renfrow in 1893 and retired from
politics. "I teke pride and pleasure, however, in the fact that
I was officially cennected with Oklahoma from its birth 'till it had
grown to be 2 bright, strong bey; and have ever since observed with
interest its development into stalwart manhood." He died in 1915,
in California. His body was returned to Kingfisher for burial in the
city cemetery.
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