FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Office of the Secrp.tarv. <tao Umtao n~ct/xn

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
.other buildings. Indicate north.

30M-5-77

1Q Area no. Form no.
MID CAMB. [l B -7

ress 1715-17 Cambridge Street
8 same
sntuse residential

1715: Henry J. Friedman
ent owner 1717; Stephen and Celia

Somervell
ription:

18it5
xirce deed records
Greek Revival

Architect Zenas Crowell & John Picker-

ing, builders
Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describe)
other features two-storied, gabled-

roofed house with full-width Doric

porch.
Altered No Date
Moved No Date

. Lot size:

One acre or less xX Over one acre

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

. Recorded by E. MacDougall

. OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1966



7. Original owner (if knom)  Pnyai o>i;prHgN
Original use AN dAntini
Subsquent uses (if any) and dates  S'mp.

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recr eation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce |ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community devdlopment  xx Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (indude explanation of themes checked above)

e of twofine Greek Revival houses
in this block of Canmbridge Street, 1715-17 .
was built i nl1l845 as a rental property on . "N |
contract forreal estate speculator Royal
Ri chardson. Standing beside each other with
flanks t ot hestreet, thetwoalmost identical
houses have full-width Doric porches. The
building contracts for both houses survive,
each referring t oexisting houses that were
to be copied both for appearance and f or quality
of materials. They both arenomnatedf or
their importance tothe architectural history
of Canbri dge.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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aummary paragraph
complatanaaa
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datea
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9n Significance

TS, rAveA \y

aummary paragraph
eompiatanass
clarity

applicable criteria

Justification of areas
chaclted

relating significance to
the reésource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

Justification of exception
othar

9, Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

eeMais:

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to_

Signed
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202
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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION MID CAMB. 11 B </
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

Town n"TTihrtidge

Address 1715-17 Cambridge Street
Name same

Present use residential

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number 1075-37 1715: Henry J. Friedman
Present owner 1717; Stephen and Celia
Somervell
Description: o
Date 18145

Source deed records

Style Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Zenas Crowell & John Picker
in relation to nearest cross streets and ing, builder
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describe)
Other features two-storied, gabled-

roofed house with full-width Doric

porch.
Altered No Date
Moved No Date
Lot size:

One acre or less XX Over one acre
Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street
\ZJ
6. Recorded by E. MacDougall
'‘OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1966

50M-5-77 iHi-lzH



7. Original owner (if known) pny”i R b, T"Hcem
Original use ey, dpnti A1
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  samp.

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development 0L Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Che of twofine Greek Revival houses '
in this block of Canmbridge Street, 1715-17 *
was built i nl845 as a rental property on
contract forreal estate speculator Royal
Ri chardson. Standing beside each other with
flanks t ot hestreet, thetwoalmost identical
houses have full-width Doric porches. The
building contracts for both houses survive,
each referring t oexisting houses that were
to be copied both for appearance and for quality
of materials. They both arenomnatedf or
their importance t ot hearchitectural history -
of Cambridge.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) . U

1z



I NVENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET ConnnLinity: Form No:

MC
MASSAQ) LBETTS H STAR CAL M SS ON Mid Cambridge I B.17
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Namg 1715-171"
Cambridge Street

Indicate each item oninventory f omwhich i sbeing continued bel ow.

Number 1715-1717 Canmbridge Street i sthesecond of a pair of - N
essentially identical Greek Revival double houses proposed for
National Register status. Al ong with t headjacent house at

170 7-1709 Canbridge Street, this house i spart of an original
group of four similar structures built i na rowalong Canbridge
Street by Royal Richardson, a local speculator, between 1840and
1845. Two of t hebuildings have been demolished.

These houses represent thehigh point of t hevernacular Greek Revival
style i nCanmbridge. Each of t hefour houses that originally

lined Cambridge Street on this block presented- its gable flank .,

to thestreet, with a full Doric portico and four pedi ment ed

dormers above. The effect of this repetitionof classical forms,
still seen i nthetwo remaining houses, i s striking.

The Royal Richardson houses areparticularly notable i nthat
the original contracts survive, revealing a great deal about
building practices of t hetime. | neach contract, reference
is made t oa specific existing structure t obe copied f or appearance
and quality of materials. This practice indicates a lack of

wor ki ng drawi ngs and accounts fortheuse of pattern book ornament.
Costs of t hehouses ranged between $2,500 and $4,000 dependi ngon
the degree of interior finish specified. Use of m xed stylistic
detail i sverified by thespecification for "Gothic sash" i n the
contract, and by t heappearance of panelled Gothic doors on the

two surviving houses.

The houses at 1707-1709 and 1715-1717 Canbridge Street are significant
under Criteria Cas important exanples of t heGreek Revival style
in Canbridge.

' AN

A Staple to Inventory form at bottom

i ' Sy
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appeal
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Reviewer's comments:
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1. Name

2n Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property

PLACES

(Cambridge MRA)

c Working Wo. ZZ ~Lf ~ 7Z"77
Fsd. Rsg. D'aL«; c/M~7'<f¥
Dats Qua- 71ZI's' N
Action: AN-Nrrcpx <Moo A3
RETURN.
government REJECT.
Federal Agency:
sampis requsst appsal NR dscision
. . A .
SICpIHCZh ce eI_Hla&/Rscom./Critsria ClMrz/inz
RsvUwT ZZA. jQWcy
Olsciplins_
Dats tHJl.

corrsctions citsd
rsssons discu

.tschniesi
.substsntivs

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

~

Pescription

summsry psrsgrsph
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.see continuation shsst
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checited

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. IMajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

“tae e’raluasstf stfnMoanee of tMe property WNIIIR the assia ie®

13. Other

Maps
Photographs *
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed. Date

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached
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sheet

202

272 -3504
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