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Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
(Rev . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

, (Type alt entries complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y -

N o r f o l k 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y D A T E 

NAME 
C O M M O N : 

F i r s t Par i sh U n i t a r i a n Church (use f o r p i i b l i c a t i o n ) 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Church of Christ, Medfield; F i r s t Congregational Parish 
LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Nor th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

M e d f i e l d 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

10th 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

N o r f o l k 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

C O U N T Y : 

N o r f o l k 021 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

CChecIc One) 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

E P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

^ Occup ied 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

I 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

3 R e s t r i c t e d 

[ 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

FT) A g r i c u l t u r a l 

( I C o m m e r c i a l 

3 ( ) E d u c a t i o n a l 

r~] E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

1 I G o v e r n m e n t 

[31 I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

[ 1 Museum 

• Park 

I 1 P r i v a t e Res idence 

R e l i g i o u s 

[ i S c i e n t i f i c 

• Trqn,s^i,.or»ation , • Q ^ S o m m e n t s 

• o4;%^>^px 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

F i r s t Parish Unitarian. Medfield 
R 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

North Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

M e d f i e l d 

S T A T E ; 

Mf3saflr:hnspt-t-s 

C O D E 

025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

N n r f o l T c C n n n t y R p g i g j - y y n f D p ^ d s 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

fi.'in High S t r ee t 
TOvr f j C I T Y O R 

Dedham 

tE>^R!gS.feNTATION |N EXISTtNG SURVEYS 
Massachusetts 025 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Hi s t o r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 
1971 D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Fede ra l State I I Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
1̂ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
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|7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t • Good Fo i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I 1 De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins HD Unexposed 

f C / i e c * One) 

S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

(Checic One) 

n Moved O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The F i r s t Parish Unitarian on North Street i s situated i n a commanding spot, 
facing what was once the T o ^ Green and i s now a commercial d i s t r i c t . 
The white clapboard Greek ijtevival structure rises above the encroaching : 
commercial area as one of the few h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t buildings i n the 
entire downtown area. The church i s situated on approximately 1.3 acres of 
gently sloping sparsely wooded land. 

The main structure was designed by Captain Joseph Bacon and constructed i n 
1789, using some materials from the previous meetinghouse of 1706. The 
entire framing of the church i s of unusually heavy 14" hand hewn oak. 
Both the p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s and the t i e beams are bowed i n a manner similar 
to those i n the Old Ship Church i n Hingham, and possibly were part of the 
materials salvaged from the e a r l i e r meetinghouse. 

In 1839 the building underwent a major remodeling "so as to render i t more 
adapted to the state of the parish and more conformable to the taste of the 
present time". While no professional a r c h i t e c t was consulted,some of the 
alterations reveal a strong s i m i l a r i t y to i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n Asher Benjaprtin's 
popular pattern book. The Practice of Architecture (1833). Major changes 
included turning the church to face south on the main road, r a i s i n g the 
foundation to create a two-story building and allow for a vestry, and 
adding a Doric hexastyle porch, with a new b e l l tower and steeple. Three 
entrance doors on the church f r o n t are framed i n the Greek Revival manner; 
t h i s style i s also reflected i n the anthemion devices and the four corner 
Doric p i l a s t e r s with recessed panels. 

The three-staged b e l l tower contains the town clock, i n s t a l l e d i n 1861, with 
octagonal dials on a l l four sides. I t i s probable that brackets were added 
at t h i s time at the cornice, i n the pediment, and on the clock tower. The 
present b e l l was i n s t a l l e d i n 1868. The o r i g i n a l 60' x 45' area of the churcl: 
was increased i n 1915 when a 7' addition was constructed on the rear of the 
building, containing a round stained glass Tiffany-style window. The last 
najor change occurred to the church when the 1938 hurricane brought down the 
steeple which was never replaced due to lack of funds. 

The building has white clapboard siding, a black asphalt shingle roof, and 
diamond-paned stained glass windows on the main f l o o r (four on the east side, 
three on the west). These side windows a l l have inside shutters. Ground 
floor windows are small pane frosted glass, with stained glass side panels. 
The main f l o o r contains a vestibule and an auditorium with a small balcony 
across the south side. The vestry and an adjacent room have wainscotting 
reported to be panelling from the 1789 pews. 
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|6r SIGNlFtCANCE 

uo 

U 

I -

UJ 

111 

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

18th Century 

[5 f 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S I ( I t A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 7 R Q ^ - j ^ d . 1 8 3 9 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

[ I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

P n A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

I 1 Cominerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ 1 Educa t i on 

I 1 Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t ry 

[ I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

X~ l L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

3 Mus ic 

3 P o l i t i c a l 

[ 5 R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Sc ience 

I 1 Sculp ture 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Theo te r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

X I Urban P lann ing 

• Other CSpeci'/yJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Since the founding of the f i r s t meetinghouse i n 1653 on t h i s s i t e , the 
Medfield townspeople have shown unflagging in t e r e s t i n the image of the 
F i r s t Congregational Church (now Unitarian) i n t h e i r townscape. I n 1839 
when the church was turned to face south on the main road, and Greek 
Revival det a i l s were added, the townspeople stressed the importance of 
the church being "an ornament to t h i s v i l l a g e " . A main road was also 
widened and obstructions removed"in order to create a clear view of the 
church. The many remodellings and enhancements that took place from the 
18th c. through the 20th c. demonstrate the community's continual concerni 
for the church as a valuable asset to the town center. Today the church 
remains the visual focus of the town center, and i n the midst of the 
commercial encroachment, rests as one of the few s i g n i f i c a n t structures, 
both h i s t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . 

The f i r s t substantial construction of the church i n 1789 was a major 
issue i n town meetings from 1786 to 1788, since at that time the 
Congregational Church i n Massachusetts was supported by local taxation. 
The church of 1789 became the "piiblick meeting house" i n which town 
meetings continued to be held even aft e r the separation of church and 
state. After the 1839 remodeling, p r a c t i c a l l y a l l town meetings were 
held i n the newly created vestry of the church u n t i l the Town Hall was 
completed i n 1872. The clock i n the tower i s s t i l l maintained by the 
town of Medfield. 

The church experienced a schism i n 1828, when certain members withdrew 
and formed a Second Congregational Society, but the church stayed i n the 
hands of those who remained and the F i r s t Parish became Unitarian. 

Famed parishioners include Hannah Adams (1775-1831) author of many well 
known reli g i o u s h i s t o r i e s , and Lowell Mason (1792-1872) who later became 
the founder of musical i n s t r u c t i o n i n United States public schools. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1 . Town o f M e d f i e l d — Town Meeting Records 

2 . F i r s t Par i sh U n i t a r i a n , MedfieId—Records 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 
- R 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N C L O N G I ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H L ^ L t i s T U R P O I N I O F A P r c O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

42 ° 11 ' 1455' 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

O > M 

71 18 25 
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I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C OVtv* T V B O O N D / y f a ^ ^ 

C O U N T Y 

CE!' m 

z 
»/> 
H 

;D 

c 
n 

o 
z 

C O U N T Y : iO/ MAR 03 

4̂  
1974 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

r!.^T;cNAL .p.. 
REGISTER / O / 

I I - FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Mindy Arbo, for Elizabeth R. Amadon State Survey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

DATE 

March 5. 1974 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Beacon Street 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston (617)727-8470 = 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATION 
Massachusetts 02108 025-

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Olfice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Nam< 

State • Local ^ 

^ ^ J ^ n ^ V ^ ^ ^ ' o a v o r e r T ' 

D j t e 

c r e t a r y o f the Commonwealth 
ATTEST: 

Title Chairman, Massachusetts Hi .qtnr;̂  

i c a l Commission 

Date Date 

i r U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



PROPERTY ^ j J r t ^ J ^ / ^ X ^ S T A T E 
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REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry '̂ '̂̂ -̂'-vu?, ^ /<9")^ 

Send-back 

Re-submit. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE :tASSAiT?li;5I.TTg 

Date Entered APR i 8 '3'^ 

Name Location 
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Dorchescer North i:urying Ground 

Firet Parish Unitarian Church 

Copp'a i l i l l 2urial Orouud 

Holbrook, Dr. JtnoZy House 

mnthrof Building 

lioston (uorr?>£9ter) 
Suffolk Ccujity 
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Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

lion. Edward V/, Srooke 
Eon. Robert F , Drirtan 
Hon. John J , lio-Vikltty 
Hon, Margaret H. ueckler 
Hon. Jaaaa A. Burke 

State historic Preservation Officer 
Hon. John F . X. Davoren 
Secretary of thi Cor.'rx>rwe«lth 
Chalrafin, Ma&aachusetts Historical 

CotT;2isslon 
40 beacon Street 
Boston, Miisiiacciusetts 02108 



OMB Approval No. 29 -R0218 

FEDERAL ASSISTArXE 
>• " ^ / ^ • PREAPPLICATION • 

ACTION 0 APPLICATION 

'"p^ltr • NOTIFICATION OF INTENT (Opt) 
bZ^"^ * • REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTIOM 

2. APPLI-

C A N r S 

APPLI ­

CATION 

NUMBCR 

795 
b. DATE 

Ytar montA da 

" 78 6 26 

3. STATE 
A P P L I C V 
TION 
'DENTI-
FiER 

NUMBtri 

77060882 
b. DATE 

ASSIGNED 

year 

19 77 
month day 

07 29 
Leavs 
Blank 

4 , LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

1. Applicint Nam* : 

b. Orginia'Jon Unit 

e. StrMt/P.O. Box : 

* . City : 

f. sut* 

h. Contact Person {.Noma 

& telepKont No.) : 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

294 Washington Street 
Boston •. County : Suffolk 
Massachusetts s. Z!PCod»: 02108 
Patricia L. Weslowski, S.H.P.O. 
r617') 727-8470 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

046-002-284 

PRO­
GRAM 

(From 
Ftderal 
Catalog) 

1. NUMBER 

b. TITLE 

His to r i c Preservation 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 

First Parish Unitarian Church Development Project, 
Medfield , Norfolk County 

S ign i f i can t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , as 1789 hand-hewn  
s t ruc tu ra l members are extant. The Greek Revival  
exterior was added in 1839. The church has always  
been maintained as a center of governmental, r e l i ­ 
gious and a r t i s t i c a c t i v i t y in town center  
w i l l ramain a church open to the public. 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-St2t* 
B-I.nl«ntr.l» 
C-SiitisUt* 

District 
D-Ccunly 
E-Cit» 
F-Schrol District 
6-Sptci i l Purpos* 

Dtstfict 

H-Community Action Afency 
I- Ki(her Eiiucatlonal Institution 
J-Indian Triba 
K-Othar {.Specify): 

EnttT appropriate letter 

Properl f-^' 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic Grant 0-lnsuranco 

lupplemantal Giant E-Other ^^.ter oppro-
X-loan priate Utter(t) 

10. AREA OF PROJECT If^PACT (Names of eitie; eountiet, 
Statts, *te.) 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

5.7 m i l l i o n 

12. T i 'PE OF APPLICATION 
A-Nnr C-Ravision E-Ajgrnantation 
B-Renewal D-Continuation •—• 

£ n t « r appropr ia te letter A I 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

i . FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

i . LOCAL 

10,50003 
.00 

.00 

APPLICANT 

16. PROJECT START 
DATE year montA day 

19 77 6 1 

b. PROJECT 

10 
17. PROJECT 

DURATION 
40 .\fontht 

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For I t e or l i e ) 
A-lrcrcis« Cellars F-Olhar { S p e c i f y ) : 
B-Cecrea:9 Dollars 
C-lr.ciMs» Duration N / A 
D-0«cr«as» Duratiofl " 
E-CancaI!atioa 

Enter appro­
priate Utttr(e) 

». OTHER .00 

TtJTAL 20.500°" 

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ^ 

year montA c.-v 

1978 06 26 
19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

2 a FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST W « m « , C i ty , State, Z / P «o<i«) W a s h i n g t o n D . C . 2 0 2 4 0 

Dept. of the Interior, Heritage Conservation § Recreation Service 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED 

13 Y«s • No 

22 . 

THE 
APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ 

a. To the bast of my k:icf/l«<]2a and baliaf, 
data In this preapplicaticn/apalication are 
true and correct, th« document has bean 
duly authorized by tha (ovemini body af 
tha applicant and tha applicant will comply 
with the attached assurances if th t tas i t t -
anc« is approved. 

b. II required by OMB Circular A-95 this application was julir.iitted, pursuant to in- Nore-
structions therein, to apprcpriite clearinthouses ai'.d til rtspantas aia tttachtd: ipoat* 

Hetponee 
attached 

») O f f i c e of State Planning 
(2) 

(3) 

• 
o 
n 

m o 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

I . TYPEO NAME AND TITU 

Patricia L. Weslowski, S.H.P.I 
and Acting Executive Director 

c DATE SIGHED 
year monCA day 

" 78 06 26 
24. AGENCY NAME 

Department of the Interior 
25. APPLICA- yea r montA day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 73 7 5 

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT S c r v i c C 

Heritage Conservation S Recreation 
27 . ADMINISTRATIVE OF.'='ICE 

Grants Administration Div, 
28 . FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTI f lCATION 

29. ADDRESS 

18th and C Streets NW, Washington, D.C. 20240 
30 . FEDERAL GRANT 

IDENTIFICATION 

25-8901 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q i . AWARDED 

• b. REjEQiO 

• e. RnUHNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d. DEFERRED 

• t . WITHORAWH 

32 . FUNDING 

I . FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

t . OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

$ 10.000 .00 

10,500 .00 

$ 20.500 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

33 . ACTION DATE ^ 

y<-r montA day 

19 78 8 2 3 

34. year montA day 

STARTING . , 0 0 1 
DATE 19 78 8 1 

35. CONTACT FO:^ ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION {Nar^e and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

36. 
ENDING 
DATE 

year montA day 

19 80 9 30 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 ACTION 

a. In taking above action, any comments received from clearinehout:es o.re con­
sidered. It sccicy rcjponM la due under provision* ot Fart 1, OMB Circular A-9S, 
It has been or is being madt. 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFriCiAL 
{Same and telepAone no.) 

Same as '̂ 35 

424-101 
OT.'.NDARD FORM 424 PACE 1 (10-70) 

Preteribtd by CtiA, FederU Management Ciresiiar 74-7 


