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7.

DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent * Good Foir | 1 Deteriorated I | Ruins HD Unexposed
CONDITION . )
fCl/iec* One) (Checic One)
S Altered . Unaltered n  Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Parish Unitarianon North Street i ssituated i na comrandi ng spot,
facing what was once theTo” Geen and i snow a comercial district.

The white clapboard Greek ijtevival structure rises above theencroaching
comrercial area as one of thefewhistorically significant buildingsin the
entire downtown area. The church i ssituated on approximately 1.3 acres of
gently sloping sparsely wooded | and.

The main structure was designed by Captain Joseph Bacon and constructedi n
1789, using some materials from t heprevious meetinghouse of 1706. The
entire framng of thechurch i sof unusually heavy 14" hand hewn oak.

Both theprincipal rafters and theti ebeans are bowed i na nmanner similar
to those i nthed d Ship Church i n H ngham and possibly were part of the
materials salvaged from t heearlier nmeetinghouse.

In 1839 t hebuilding underwent a major remodeling "so as t orender it nmore
adapted t ot hestate of theparish and nore conformable t othetaste of the
present time". MWhile no professional architect was consulted, some of the
alterations reveal a strong simlarity toillustrations i nAsher Benjaprtin's
popul ar pattern book. The Practice of Architecture (1833). Major changes
included turning thechurch toface south on themain road, raisingthe
foundation t ocreate a two-story building and allow for a vestry, and
adding a Doric hexastyle porch, with a newbhell tower and steeple. Three
entrance doors on thechurch front areframed i nt he Geek Revival manner;
this style i salso reflected i ntheantheni on devices and t he four corner
Doric pilasters with recessed panels.

The three-staged bell tower contains thetown clock, installed i n1861, with
octagonal dials on al | four sides. |t i sprobable that brackets were added

at this time at thecornice, i nthepedinent, and on theclock tower. The
present bell was installed i n1868. The original 60" x 45 area of t hechurcl:
was increased i n1915 when a 7° addition was constructed on therear of the
building, containing a round stained glass Tiffany-style window. The |ast
naj or change occurred t ot hechurch when t he 1938 hurricane brought downt he
steeple which was never replaced due t olack of funds.

The building has white clapboard siding, ablack asphalt shingle roof, and
di anmond- paned stained glass windows on themin floor (four ontheeast side,
three on t hewest). These side windows all have inside shutters. Gound
floor windows are small pane frosted glass, with stained glass side panels.
The main floor contains a vestibule and an auditoriumwi th a small bal cony
across thesouth side. The vestry and an adjacent room have wainscotting
reported t obe panelling from t he 1789 pews.
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|6r SIGNIFtCANCE

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian 1 . 16th Century 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century [6f 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (It Applicable and Known) 17RQ  7-jAd. 1839

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ 1 Education 3 Political X1 Urban Planning
[ | Prehistoric | 1 Engineering [5 Religion/Phi- . Other CSpeci'lyd
Historic I | Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture [ | Invention Science
Pn Architecture | | Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture [ I Social/Human-
I 1 Cominerce X~I Literature itarian
I 1 Communications . Military . Theoter
I I Conservation 3 Music | 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since thefounding of thefirst neetinghouse i n1653 on this site, the
Medfiel d townspeople have shown unflagging interest i ntheimge of the
First Congregational Church (nowUnitarian) i ntheir townscape. | n 1839
uo when t hechurch was turned t oface south on the main road, and G eek
Revival details were added, t hetownspeople stressed theinportance of
the church being "an ornanment tothis village". A min road was also
wi dened and obstructionsrenoved"in order tocreate a clear view of the
church. The many remodel | ings and enhancenents that took place fromthe
U 18th c. through the20th c. denonstrate thecomunity's continual concerni
for thechurch as a valuable asset tothetown center. Today t he church
remains thevisual focus of thetown center, and i nt hemdst of the
comercial encroachment, rests as one of thefewsignificant structures,
y both historically and architecturally.

The first substantial constructionof thechurch i n1789 was a maj or

issue i ntown neetings from 1786 t o 1788, since at that timethe

Congregational Church i n Massachusetts was supported by local taxation.

The church of 1789 becane t he "piiblick meeting house" i n which town

m meetings continued t obe held even after theseparation of church and
state. After the 1839 remodeling, practically all town nmeetings were
held i nthenewly created vestry of thechurch until the Town Hall was
completed i n1872. The clock i nthetower i sstill maintained by the
town of Medfield.

&

The church experienced a schism i n1828, when certain nenbers withdrew
and formed a Second Congregational Society, but thechurch stayed i n the
hands of those who remained and t heFirst Parish became Unitarian.

Fanmed parishioners include Hannah Adans (1775-1831) author of many well
known religious histories, and Lowel| Mason (1792-1872) who |ater became
the founder of musical instruction inUnited States public schools.
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