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NATI O REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (I f appl i cabl e)

Because of the major role pIa?/ed by the Aubundal e Femal e Sem nary
in the devel opnment of thevillage of Aubundale during the second

half of the nineteenth century the Lasell Neighborhood Historic

District meets Jriterion A of the National Register of Historic Places.
The Lasell Neighborhood Historic District i sa cohesive grouF| ng of

md- tolate-nineteenth century residential and institutional structures
with representative exanples of thearchitectural styles nost prevalent
in Aubundal e durin% t he period, and therefore neets Criterion Z of the
National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTURNY. SANHCANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate I n terns of
other areas within the conmunity.

The Lasell Nei ghborhood Historic District i slocated i nthe village
of Aubumdale i nthe westem end of the city of Newton. The district i s
bounded by Wodland Road to thenorth. Studio Road t o the east. Aspen
Avenue to the south and Gove Street to thewest. .Vood and Road runs
directly through its center on an east-west axis, and provides a link
fromone end of the Lasell Junior College canpus to the other.

The district consists almst exclusively of residential structures,
and a small nunmber of institutional buildings related to Lasell Jr. College,
The area retains its original character as a mddle class railroad suburb
with well-designed houses on anple lots.

The original building of the Fenale Sem nary (now denolished) was

known as Bragdon Hall, after the school's first F_rincipal. | t was a
three-story, L-plan building designed inthe Italianate style by the
Boston architectural firm of Billings and Sleeper. The bullding con-

HSTARCL SANHCANE  Explain historical inportance of area and how the area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the community.

In the seventeenth century, Aubunmdale vias a renote region of forest,
neadov/ and swanp. It v/as part of 3,000 acres of [and divided anong

100 proprietors i nl1665. The boundaries dividing the parcels viere
known as rangeways. V/ oodl and Road represents one such boundary; i t

kS corrm)nl(gl1 referred toas a Proprietor's Vdy well into the nineteenth
centur?/. ce part of the Worcester Tumpi ke, Wodl and Road v/as heavily
travelled during the , Revolutionary War. The new Worcester Tumpi ke
(Route 9 - Boylston Street) vias conpleted i nl1809, and Wodl and Road
fell into disuse and abandonnent.

Aubundal e remained a renmpte farmng area well into the nineteenth
century. As late as 1831, only seven famlies held title toall of
Aubundal e»s territory. This viould soon change. The Boston & V/orcester
Rai | road began [ﬁassen_ger_serwce t o Newton i n183", a neasure that
woul d |ead tothe beginning of suburbandevel opnent i nthe town. In
184? a stop vias built at the foot of Gove Street Hill, with a
first railroad station follov/ing I n1851. Among the initial real
estate speculators who purchased |and south of the tracks were Rev.
Charl es Pigeon, and Abigah Johnson. Reverend Pigeon i scredited with
nam ng the young village Aubundale. H was inspired by the beauty
of Mount Aubum Cenetery i n Canbridge. Abijah John vias a major figure

B B GERAHY and/ or FREFEHRENES

Nev/ton's 19t h Centurv Architecture; Aubumdale. Historic Newton, Inc. 1980
John Bri nbl ecom Newtonthe Garden City, 1902, pp. 55-56, 17, 113

Austin V/arren. "From V/althamt o Aubundal e,"” The |owa Review, 1978, p 30.

Rut h Hopki ns bpooner, Lasell's First Centurv. 1QSI. p. 70. g*g®
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Architectural Significances

tained classrooms and living quarters. A second building erected by
the Sem nary was Carter Hall (1882) l|ocated at 11? Wodl and Road®
adjacent to the former site of Bragdon Hall. Carter Hall is a2t-
story Queen Anne style structure based onanlL-plan and capped by a
gable roof. I toriginally contained a gymasium indoor svmrrmn%
pool, staff housing and a bowling alley. Carter Hall displays char-
acteristic Queen Anne variety in w ndow size and placenent. The
projecting upper sections of the steep gables of the roof contain
panelled screens. Thechief feature of the design is the polygonal
comer stair tower. Wall surfaces are clad in clapboards and pattemed
wood shingles.

After 1900 nunerous residences along Wodl and Road and several of
the nearby side streets were acquired bythe Semnary to accommodate the
school"s growing enrollment. Among these are exanples of nmost of the
nineteenth century architectural styles prevalent I n Newton during the
second half of the century. Included are several exceptional exanples
of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles, aswell asthe city's
finest exanple of High VictorianGothic domesticarchitecture.

The Bunker house (circa 1862) 176 G ove Street exemplifies the
nore formal architectural tastes expressed by the Mansard style.

The design features a bellcast r/lansard roof with paired brackets,
an omat e entrance porch and double entrance doors. Therooflinei s
broken by a center Mansard gable.

Two Mansard cottages illustrate howthe Mansard style was
mniaturized for smaller dwellings. The house at 195 Wodl and Road
écyrca 1875) is oneof few masonr dwelhngs bui It in Aubundal e
uring the nineteenth centur}/. El egantly detailedwith quarry-faced
granite quoins and a roof of pattemed slate, the fieldstone cottage
also features gouged andtumed wood trim at the eaves, porch and
on the dormer w ndows. The steep, straight-edged Mansard roof is
Bunctuated by recessed shed dormers. The house was owned and rented
y Frederick Johnson, a local real estate entrepreneur. The second
notable r*ansard cottage in the district is located at 222 Gove Street
(circa 1875). Thechief feature of this omate dwelling is the
Mansard tower offset to the left. Thev/indows are enmbellished with elab-
orate scroll-sawn trim as are the domers, polygonal bay and porch
posts.

The W nsl ow-Haskel | mansion (1870 at 53 Vista Avenue is the city's
finest Ruskin-inspired Victorian Gothic residence (listed NRHP.
10/25/79). Built”atopVista Hill in the center of the district, this
residence is locally referredto as "The Castle," and was owned by
Sdwi n B. Haskel | (I837-|907§, a cc-ov/ner of the Boston Herald newspaper.
H noved to the Castle in 1672, at which time the estate covered7t
acres. The Castle is characterized by its conplex massing and
irregular roofline. Awpolychromatic effect is achieved bytheuse

Staple t olnventory form at bottom
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a wall material of buff-colored composition stone, colored roof slates
snd the voussoirs of the pointed-arch wi ndows which are articulated
in altemating colors. Other notable features of the design are the
ornately-trimmed porches on each elevation and the ver?eboards pierced
with quatrefoil designs of Medieval inspiration. An illustration of
the Castle appeared 1 n King's Handbook of Boston (1889).

The house'at 62 Vista Avenue (circa 1879) 1is an exceptionally
wel | -preserved exanple of the Italian villa, a house type popularized
%]/ the publications of Andrew Jackson Downing and his contenmporaries.
e chief characteristics are itsoverall asymetry, the tower at
the intersection of the two wings, and the numerous porches, balconies
and bay windows. This L-plan house is distinguished by itspolychrone
roof slatesé&elaborate wooden omament which includes sawn eave
brackets and chanfered porch posts, A towered slate-roofed carriage
bam stands to the rear of the main house.

The Frederick Johnson house (1883) is one of the best exanples
of the Queen Anne style in Aubundale. Situated atop a |large, gently
sloping lot, this residence was built by Frederick K Johnson, a son of
Abi jah Johnson, a key figure inthe early suburbanization of the village,
Frederick Johnson was also active in Newton politics and real estate,
and was a wei gher auid inspector of hides i n Boston, The Johnson
residence displays a typical Queen Anne profusion of gables, dormers,
orches and towers. An oriel comer window with |eaded glass transoms
ights an interior stair. Sone of the main floor roons have remined
unal tered} particularly noteworthy is the massive living hall, which is
panelled i n oak and centered around a massive fireplace.

Philip Butler, a partner in the Boston firm of PA Butler and
GL  Stenburg, "Fresco*and Decorative Artists" bhuilt the Queen Anne/
Colonial Revival style house at 5 Vista Avenue (circa 1889). Butler,
who vias responsible for the interior decoration of the Treraont Tenple
in Boston, vias a specialist inthe use of moulded plaster omament.  The
ground floor roons of this house are a showase for his work, replete
viith floral com ces, star-studded ceilings and various wainscoting.
The Butler house is currently used by Lasell Junior College for admnis-
trative offices. Both the interior and exterior have been unaltered.
The exterior of the Butler conmbines picturesque elements of the Queen
Anne style within an orderly Colonial Revival composition. Textural
variety is achieved by the use of claﬂboards, decorative wood shingles
and panelling. The overall form of the house is boxy v/iith a gable
center pavilion. The entrance, with an elliptical fanlight, is set
within a full-width veranda .

Anong the rran?/ fine exanples of the Colonial Revival style in
the district, Caroline Carpenter Hall (circa 1890 is outstanding.
Located at 17 V/oodland -Road, this large residence is capped by a
hip roof supporting a deck. The focal point of the design is an ogival
tower on the" east elevation. Hallmarks of the Colonial Revival style

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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found in this design are the pedinented dormers, columed veranda and
console com ce. Edward L. Pickard, who amassed a fortune in the |eather
i ndustry, owned this property beginning in 1872 v/hen he novedt o
Aubundal e from Lynn, Massachusetts. Pickard's active political [ife
culmnated v/ith his electionas Mayor of Newton in [90l.

The Converse House (circa 1892) 150 Wodl and Road, i s one of
few exanples of the Shingle Style in Aubundal e. Shingle Style's
characteristic geometric massing i s evidenced in the swept roof of
the conical turret, gabled wall dormer and ganbrel profile of the
main roof. Delicate applied wooden omamentation at the w ndow
and door openings provides a counterpoint totheshingled wall surfaces.
Howar d Converse was a Boston businessman, and construction engineer
noted for the building of the Cormonv/ealth Pier in Boston. Lasell
Jimor College purchased t he Converse residence in 1959for use as a
dormtory. The oak panelled reception hall, and living room inglenook
have been preserved.

An outstanding exanple of the Georglajl ReV|vaI style is the well-
reserved John Bishop house at 221 V/oodland Road (circa 1893). Built
or a Boston busi nessrran, t heresidence now serves as the hone of the
president of Lasell Junior College. The house features elaborate
classically-derived omamentation, including fluted lonic pilasters,
swaji's neck window |intels, a dentil course and modillion com ce.

The focal point of the design is the center pavilion. The entrance,
viith a transom ajid sidelights of |eaded tracery, is set within an
elliptical porch supporting a deck balustrade. Also noteworthyare
the interior spaces v/ihich are richly detailed andv/ell-preserved.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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in theinitial development of thesouthem half of thevillage, including
much of t hearea i nthelasell Neighborhood Historic District. He

laid out Linden Road (G ove Street), and Hawt home, Lake and Myrtle
Avenues i nthedistrict, Johnson was active i nmany aspects of village
|ife, including thelocal Educational Society, the Congregational

Society, and thebuilding of thevillage's first railroad station,

whi ch stood near Hancock Street on t hesouth side of the tracks.

Many of thevillage's new residents viere businessmen, mnufacturers
retired cIer%ymen, and | and dealers. Many of these nen v/iere active
| eaders of thecomunity during thepre-Civil War years. J.J. Walworth,
Charles Pigeon, Abijah Johnson, John Partridge, Jonathan Wodbridge
and Sewel| Harding were anong thos active i nthereal estate develop-
ment of Aubumdal e during themd-nineteenth century, and were also
board menbers of t he Aubundal e Congregational Church, and Educational
Soci ety*. They were al so nmenbers of a syndicate of twenty-two |[ocal
nen "Desirous of having a female semnary of high order," established
in Aubumdal e, Edv/ard Lasel|l was chosen t o organize theventure for
the investors. |t i spossible that theinvestors were motivated by
the expectation that such a school would enhance real estate valuesi n
the neighborhood. Five of thestock holder's daughters were anongt he
first class enrolledi ntheSemnary i n1851. By 1855 one hundred
wonen were enrolled. A close relationship existed between t he school
and t he Aubunmdal e Congregational Church, which v/ast heother major
focus of village activity during theperiod.

Follov/ing a ﬁeri od of dwindling enrollment during thel860s, the
Sem nary vias purchased by t enMethodist businessmen from Boston.

The nev/ly appointed principal, Charles Bragdon, v/as one of them and
he eventually purchased a controlling interest i nthe Sem nary and oper-
ated i tas a private business through thet umof thecentury.

t hel880s t hearea had becone nore affluent and el aborate
Victorian Gothic, S”7ick style. Queen Anne and Col oni al Revival residences
began toaBpear alongide thenodest Italianate and Mansard houses
whi ch had been built by earlier speculators. Several |arge est9.tes
viere built, including "The castle" of Edv/in Haskell, and acconmpanying
gardner*s housing, and cottages for coachnen and other estate enployees
appeared as well. .

Auburmdal e had al so becone a popular spa and recreational area.

The Chal ybeate Spring was discovered i nl869, and i t becane t he site
of theV/ioodland Park Hotel (1888, since demolished). | t viasa resort
popul ar v/ith upper class Bostonians. A nunber of boat houses viere

also built “ng the Charles River, as v/iasthepopul ar Norunbega Park.

By 1892 t he Lasel | Nei ghborhood succunbed"to devel opnent pressures,
Several of thelarge estates v/iere subdivided, and t he Sem nary begant o
acquire private residences i ntheimediate area for use b?]/th.e school .
Bet ween 1907-1977, t he Sem nary acquired tv/enty-three neighboring
properties for dormtory and classroom use. |1 n1932 thecollege cane
to be knov/n by its present nane, Lasell Junior College.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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I'n 1895-97 Commonweal th Avenue wes extended to the Charles River.
This created further devel opment pressures, and |and values soared in
the Lasell area. Railroad and streetcar [ines |inked Aubundale to
Bogtog. By 1900, Aubundal e vias flourishing as a rustic railroad
subur b.

Twentieth centur¥ expansi on of the college has been acconplished
by the continuationof the policy of acquiring ne|%hbor!ng structures
as well as by the constructionof a nunmber of new buildings. Today
Lasel |l Junior College ov/ns thirt¥-five nineteenth century residences
in the district, creatinga conplex mx of institutional and private
use. The Lasel | Neighborhood Historic District is an important
ensenbl e of structures distinguishedfor their architectureand |inked
to the village's beginnings as a picturesque railroad suburb.

Staple to Inventory form at bott g,
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152 Grove St .

160- 62 G ove St .

176 Grove St.
192 Grove St.
204 Grove St.
210 Grove St.
216 G ove St.
222 Grove St.
G ove St.

6 Hawt horne Ave.

15 Hawt hor ne
18 Hawt hor ne
19 Hawt hor ne
24 Hawt hor ne
25 Hawt hor ne
29 Hawt hor ne
30 Hawt hor ne
39 Hawt hor ne
51 Hawt hor ne
57 Hawt hor ne
63 Hawt hor ne

22 Lake Ave.
30 Lake Ave,
Lake Ave.

10 WyrtleAve.
18 MyrtleAve.
40 Myrtle Ave.

45 Wrtle Ave.

Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.
Ave.

LA | NH GBI H STAR CO STR CT

SBL

43-30-13
43-30-12
43-30-11
43-30-10
43-30-9
43-30-8
43-30-7
43-30-6
43-30-14

43-36-11
43-34-8
43-36-12
43-34-9
43-36-13
43-34-10
43-34-11
43-36- 14
43-34-12
43-35-1
43-35-2

43-46-1
43- 46-2
43-30- 15
43-30-16

Historic Name

Bunker

LOr

LOT

House

Dat e

1921

c. 1850
c. 1862
C 1872
c. 1880
C 1913
c. 1870
1870s

1935
1915
1937
1914
C 1865
C 1905
1909
1936
c. 1850
c. 1849
1931
c. 1849

1928
1948

1937
c. 1876

C. 1900
c. 1875

Q
6

66 08C0CEE006666 08800008

08086

Style

[talianate
Mansar d
[talianate
Stick

al tered
Mansard

Mansard
Shingle

[tal. Col
[talianate

[talianate

[talianate
al tered

I nven. #

4393
4392
4391

4390

4387

4497
4418

Rev4419

4420

4421

4427

4425
4426

Area

14, 875
36, 634
43, 560
23, 780
14,518
12, 007
19, 330
21, 595
30, 875

13,074
6, 910
10, 626
7,239
25, 923
7,327
9, 754
13,770
9, 855
22,530
12, 486
30, 850

11, 100
10, 500
15, 374

10, 490
13, 682
16, 575
15, 500
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Addr ess SBL Hi storic Name Dat e anNC Style lnve. # Area
49 Seminary Ave. 43- 30- 17 Eager House c. 1873 C Italianate 4423 41, 750
73 Seninary Ave. 43-30-18 c. 1875 C [talianate 4424 9, 350
Semi nary Ave. 43-30-19 Lor 10, 870
Senm nary Ave. 43-30-20 LOr 35, 160
Senm nary Ave, 43-30-21 LOr 43, 955
113 Senminary Ave, 43-30-22 1860s [talianate 4389 19, 135
21 Studio Rd. 43-37-10 c. 1870 C Mansar d 4506 17,010
29 Studio Rd. 43-37-11 c. 1900 C Col. Rev. 4507 17,010
35 Studio Rd. 43-37-12 c. 1870 C Mansar d 4508 15, 588
71 Studi o Rd. 43-37-15 c. 1885 C Queen Anne 4510 25, 000
Studi 0 Rd. 43-37-13 Lor 10, 030
St udi 0o Rd. 43-37-14 Lor 37, 355
5 VistaAve. 43-36-9 Haskel | House c. 1889 C Q¥ Col Rev 4505 22,882
15 VistaAve. 43-36-8 Vista House c. 1870 C Mansar d 4504 13, 407
20 Vista Ave. 43-37-6 1860s C [talianate 4503 18, 540
21 VistaAve. 43-36-7 1955 NC 13, 484
30 VistaAve. 43-37-5 c. 1885 C [talianate 4502 17,416
31 VistaAve. 43- 36- 6 1912 NC 39,972
38 Vista Ave. 43-37-4 c. 1870 NC altered 19, 646
46 VistaAve. 43-37-3 C 1910 NC 36, 266
53 VistaAve. 43-36-5 The Castle 1870 C Vict.Goth. 239 162, 990
(listed NRHP-1979)
62 VistaAve. 43-37-2 c. 1870 C [talianate 4499 41, 640
74 Vista Ave, 43-37-1 St eanboat House 1878, 1894 C Mans, Col Rev 4498 33,932
VistaAve. 43-37-16 Lor 25,016
117 Wodl and Rd. 43-32-1 Carter Hall 1884 C Queen Anne 4416 185, 103
120 Wodl and Rd. 43-16-18 C 1852 C [talianate 4414 25, 433
132 Wodl and Rd. 43-16- 17 C. 1890 C Queen Anne 4413 16, 768
142 Wodl and Rd. 43-16- 16 c. 1990 C Colonial Rev 13, 502
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145 Vwodl and
VWodl and Rd.
150 Wodl and
155 Wbodl and
167 VWodl and
173 VWodl and
VWodl and Rd.
174 \WodI| and
188 Wodl and
195 Whod| and
204 Wodl and
221 Wodl and
VWodl and Rd.
VWodl and Rd.

70 properties with anarea of
59 buildings, 19non-contributing;

2EIDE EIEDE &
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Hi storic Nane

Kar andon House
LOr
Conver se House

Cushi ng House
LOr

Carpenter Hall
Nason Hal |

Gardner House
Presi dent's House
LOr

2,202,553 square feet (

11 vacant |ots

Dat e agNe

1893

C 1892
1860s
1925
C 1904

1890s

c, 1860
C 1880
1883

c. 1892

O 00000 0600 @]

C 1884

acres)

Style

Col oni al Rev

Shingl e
Mansar d

Col oni al Rev

Col oni al Rev
[talianate
Mansar d
Queen Anne
CGeor gi an Rev

QA /Stick

| nven. #

4417

4412
4411

4410

4481

4480
4496
4479
4495

4494

Area

22,510
37,429
19, 457
23, 200
12, 775
19, 699
10, 810
56, 660
183, 425
10, 844
282,709
31, 981
20, 843
21, 262
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date
~3. Other
j2fMapsy*A<M-Ny A - —

cn Photographs
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450
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