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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE (cont' d) "

Dye House, 1929, Classical Industrial

This four story brick industrial building is of the popular pilaster-panel type with sinple
corbelling at the roofline. Typical of early—20th century industrial construction, a steel
skeleton allows nost of the wall space to be occupied by |arge segnental arched w hdows

whi ch extend from floor to ceiling. Thesouth wall of the Front section has been left with
no wi ndows, avoiding strong stylistic contrast between this building andthe earlier adjacent
Big Mill andthereby maintaining a sense of unity within the conplex.

H STORI CAL SIGN FI CANCE (cont'd)

The introduction of the manufacture of delaines in 1844 brought increased success and growth
to the conpany. Delaines was a printed fabric nade of a cotton warp anda worsted wool weft.
b until this time the conpany had manufactured only wool en broadcloth.

During the m d—9th century the Hamlton M|l was one of the major manufacturers of worsted
wool ens i n Worcester County. Thecounty itself was the state |eader in worsted productions
as early as 1845.

The addition of delaines required the expansion of both the physical plant of the mill and
its work force aswell. Buildings for cotton manufacture andfabric printing were built

on the south side of Miin Street (. c\6VyloUn\cj7 ), Acotton warp mi |l was erected i nl1844
and a second mill for the making of cotton warp was built in 1849 . Skilled Englishand
Scottish worsted workers andadditional American workers were attracted to the mill by this
expansion. Theinflux of textile workers, which continued with the success of the new product
led t othe rapid gromth of Gobe Village. MNew houses andtenements were built by individuals
and by the conpany (see forms #D 434 & D-455) to house the resulting increased popul ation.

In 1860 a lower mill, the "NewM I|l", was built onRiver Street andan extensive reservoir
was constructed in the town of Holland. Capital was increased to nmore than $1, 000,000 during
this period. Theinterruption of the cotton supply during the Civil \Wr, however, postponed

the opening of the "NewMil|l" as a cottonmill. [|tlater opened as a delaines mill.

The conpany maintained itsstrength during the late—19th century. Changes i n production
occurred as the market for delaines fell off. 1In 1886 the conpany ceased to produce
delaines. | n 1891-1892 production operations were conslidated sothat the "Big Mill"

and the Print Wrks were used for worsted manufacture andthe "NewMill" was outfitted

for cotton production. | n 1893 cassinmeres production (nen's wear) was elim nated in favor
of all worsteds for ladies' wear. At this time the conpany enployed 960operatives.

By the endof the century Hamlton Wolen was still the dom nant textile mill in Southbridge,
al though i t was nolonger the major enployer. |In the early—20th century the conpany remined
competitive on the world market by updating machinery andit sproduce line. A newdye house
was added in 1929. Astrike in Decenber of 1934 closed the mll anditsassets were |iquidate
by avote of the stockholders on January 15, 1935.

The Big Mill section of the conplex has continued to be used for textile manufacture up to

the present time. Oher portions of the original conplex have been adapted to other uses.
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