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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) "  

Dye House, 1929, Classical I n d u s t r i a l 
This four story brick i n d u s t r i a l building i s of the popular pilaster-panel type with simple 
corbelling at the r o o f l i n e . Typical of early—20th century i n d u s t r i a l construction, a steel 
skeleton allows most of the wall space to be occupied by large segmental arched wihdows 
which extend from f l o o r to c e i l i n g . The south wall of the Front section has been l e f t with 
no windows, avoiding strong s t y l i s t i c contrast between t h i s building and the e a r l i e r adjacent 
Big M i l l and thereby maintaining a sense of unity w i t h i n the complex. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

The introduction of the manufacture of delaines i n 1844 brought increased success and growth 
to the company. Delaines was a printed fabric made of a cotton warp and a worsted wool weft. 
Up u n t i l t h i s time the company had manufactured only woolen broadcloth. 

During the mid—19th century the Hamilton M i l l was one of the major manufacturers of worsted 
woolens i n Worcester County. The county i t s e l f was the state leader i n worsted productions 
as early as 1845. 

The addition of delaines required the expansion of both the physical plant of the m i l l and 
i t s work force as w e l l . Buildings f o r cotton manufacture and fabric p r i n t i n g were b u i l t 
on the south side of Main Street (: c\6Vy\oU'^h^cj7 ), A cotton warp m i l l was erected i n 1844 
and a second m i l l for the making of cotton warp was b u i l t i n 1849 . Skilled English and 
Scottish worsted workers and additional American workers were attracted to the m i l l by thi s 
expansion. The i n f l u x of t e x t i l e workers, which continued with the success of the new product 
led to the rapid growth of Globe Village. New houses and tenements were b u i l t by individuals 
and by the company (see forms #D-434 & D-455) to house the r e s u l t i n g increased population. 

In 1860 a lower m i l l , the "New M i l l " , was b u i l t on River Street and an extensive reservoir 
was constructed i n the town of Holland. Capital was increased to more than $1,000,000 during 
t h i s period. The i n t e r r u p t i o n of the cotton supply during the C i v i l War, however, postponed 
the opening of the "New M i l l " as a cotton m i l l . I t l a t e r opened as a delaines m i l l . 

The company maintained i t s strength during the late—19th century. Changes i n production 
occurred as the market for delaines f e l l o f f . In 1886 the company ceased to produce 
delaines. I n 1891-1892 production operations were conslidated so that the "Big M i l l " 
and the Print Works were used for worsted manufacture and the "New M i l l " was o u t f i t t e d 
fo r cotton production. I n 1893 cassimeres production (men's wear) was eliminated i n favor 
of a l l worsteds for ladies' wear. At th i s time the company employed 960 operatives. 

By the end of the century Hamilton Woolen was s t i l l the dominant t e x t i l e m i l l i n Southbridge, 
although i t was no longer the major employer. In the early—20th century the company remained 
competitive on the world market by updating machinery and i t s produce l i n e . A new dye house 
was added i n 1929. A s t r i k e i n December of 1934 closed the m i l l and i t s assets were liquidate 
by a vote of the stockholders on January 15, 1935. 

The Big M i l l section of the complex has continued to be used for t e x t i l e manufacture up to 
the present time. Other portions of the o r i g i n a l complex have been adapted to other uses. 
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(jcsyeyyexi^ tJ/ ^ 

OTHER COMMENTS l^^-^S^^-t^-d-X^yf-

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to y6~€^ £2!̂>€-t.,-̂ t̂̂vT̂^ 

Phone 

Signed Date 

















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294 


