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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The James Blake House is a fine example of 17th Century domestic 
architecture. Its traditional construction date of 1650 is supported by 
a study of the framing and joining. This date suggests that i t is one 
of the few surviving houses in New England to have been built by immi­
grant carpenters. The exceptionaly heavy timbers in the frame indicate 
that its builder was from the west of England. / 

The first occupant of the house was James Blake who married in 1651 
Elizabeth Clap, daughter of Deacon Edward Clap and niece of Roger Clap. 
It has been suggested that this house was built in anticipation jj^.-this 
marriage. James Blake, active in public affairs, was among other,£^a 
selectman, deputy to the General Court, and chosen Deacon of the Church. 
His d4:endants continued to live in the dwelling until 1825. After this 
time a variety of owners occupied the house until 1895 when the City of 
Boston acquired the property. At first the City planned to demolish the 
building but when the Dorchester Historical Society offered to move and 
preserve the house i t was given to them along with the right to relocate 
i t at Richardson Park. This was one of the earliest instances of a 
house being moved solely for the purpose of historic preservation. 
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Re-evaluation of construction date due to dendrochronology 

As a result of the dendrochronology testing of the Blake House in Dorchester in May of 2007, the 
construction date of the building has now been identified as 1661. The research team consisted of 
Daniel Miles and Michael Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England, 
with Anne Grady doing historical research and acting as local coordinator. Restoration carpenter 
Michael Burrey took the samples. Their report, cited below, presented the following results and 
conclusions. A total of 20 individual samples were taken from 11 timbers. Six of the timbers 
produced precise felling dates of winter 1660/61 and a seventh was dated to the spring of 1661. 
The report states, "Given the high degree of clustering of precise felling dates, it is almost certain 
that the house would have been constructed during 1661. The single timber which was felled 
slightly later, during the spring of 1661, probably represented a timber needed to augment the 
stock of timber required to construct the house during framing." The 1661 date confirms the 
Blake House is the second oldest standing building in New England, after the 1641 Fairbanks 
House in Dedham. 

The full results of the analysis are presented in: D. W. H. Miles FSA and Michael Worthington, 
The Tree-Ring Dating of the Blake House, Dorchester, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, Interim 
Report 2007/21, Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, June 2007. Summary data can be found 
on the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory website www.dendrochronologv.com. The full 
report can be found at the Dorchester Historical Society and at the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission. 

A note on dendrochronology dating 

In recent years tree-ring chronologies have been developed for eastern Massachusetts and 
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have been evaluated and given 
new construction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating is a simple one: the seasonal variations in climate produce variations in growth which 
are reflected in the varying width of the annual rings of the tree. The rings in timbers from 
historical houses are compared with previously dated ring sequences from old-growth trees and 
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to 
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A 
dendrochronologist then analyzes the results and establishes the date the tree was felled. Some 
caution must be used in interpreting these dates to determine the construction date of a building. 
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phase of the same building have been felled one, 
two or more years apart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with 
green or unseasoned timber, and it is likely that construction was completed within twelve or 
eighteen months from the felling date. 

(end) 
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March 25,1974 

National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and G Streets 
Washington D.C. 20240 

7Z7-8J^70 

ftPR 3 1374 

\vo\ NATIONAL 
REGISTEK ^ / 

CERTIFIED MAIL Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed are f i v e National Register submissions f o r the following properties: 

James Blake House 1. Boston, Suffolk County 
2. " 

3. • • ^ 

5. " " 

Winthrop Building 
Pierce House 
The Ames Building 
Copp's H i l l Burying Ground 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of the 
Commonwealth John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
and designated the State Liason Officer. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions are to be included 
i n our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your process­
ing these nominations promptly. Please l e t us know i f any other information 
i s needed. 

Sincerely, 

• • 
Elizabeth Amadon ., 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission • ' „̂ -"' 

ERA/ma 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE l U S I A C l V f l t T t 

Date Entered 
HAY i 1374 

Name Loca t ion 

BilX/Cv««c*ttt H i l l Bi4itri«t t p r i n s f i « U 

J M I « t t • • « • • 

• « f f « I k Cavvty 

B«»t«a (Dorcli««««v) 
•ttffttXk Couatf 

Also Notified 

Boa. Jaka J. Maaklay 
taa. B4var4 t. Salaa4 

Stata Blataria fraaarvatiaa Offitav 
•aa* John f.K« 0aYaioa 
•aevatary of tba Coataoawaaitk 
Gkairaan, Maaaaakaaatta Blatartaal 

Caaalaaloa 
40 kaaaaa St. 

taglonal Dlraecor, Borth kaataa» Maaaaakaaatta 0210B 
Atlaatle Ragion 

Boa* Edward M. Kaaaady 

Mttotc/rov 5/3/74 



J O H N F. P A R K E R 
R E P U B L I C A N F L O O R L E A D E R 

O F F I C E O F T H E R E P U B L I C A N F L O O R L E A D E R 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S S E N A T E 

S T A T E H O U S E . B O S T O N 0 2 I 3 S 

2 March 1978 

Na t i o n a l Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

As a former r e s i d e n t of Dorchester, Massachusetts 
I am i n t e r e s t e d i n the program f o r the preserva­
t i o n of the Blake House i n t h i s Boston community. 

This o l d house, dates t o 1648 and i t i s an impor­
t a n t h i s t o r i c a l s t r u c t u r e and should be preserved 
and I endorse any program t o ma i n t a i n t h i s wonder­
f u l o l d home. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y , 

. Parker 
Senator 

Taunton, Massachusetts 

Republican Floor Leader 
Massachusetts Senate 

JFP/pc 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
A -1 in 1 William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth April 19,2011 , ,,. . 7 

Massachusetts Historical C ommission 
Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service v > 
National Register of Historic Places ' • .. - • , O 
1201 Eye Street NW, 8* floor • ^ •' " 
Washington, DC 20005 , 7-':-^. 

Dear Mr. Loether: ' * * " ' , „ " , 

Enclosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previously listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of 
construction, based upon dendrochronological techniques. 

These properties include: I ,̂ * • ; * ^ 

Boston (Suffolk County): . ^ ' V ;̂ 

• -̂ ^ James Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74) ' • 
. , Pierce House (NRIND, 4/26/74) " 

Cambridge (Middlesex County): • 3 

f : Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72) 

Dedham (Norfolk County): 

•J: Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66) 

Deerfield (Franklin County): » . * > . 
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66) 

Allen House (MHC # 20) ' 
John Ashley House (MHC #31) 
Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23) 
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47) ; 
Childs House (MHC #53) ' % 

, - Frary House (MHC #13) . -
Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58) 
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24) 
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9) -. ' • / 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 021 25 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax; (617) 727-5128 

www. sec state, ma. us/mhc 



? - Little Brown House (MHC #79) -
Moors House (MHC #39) 
Nims House (MHC #12) 
Russell House (MHC #49) 
Saxton House (MHC #48) 
Severance House (MHC #19) 
John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32) 
Stebbins House (MHC # 36) 
John Williams House (MHC # 50) 

Essex (Essex County): , , ' 

Cogswell's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90) 

Gloucester (Essex County): . ^ • ! 

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA] 

Ipswich (Essex County): 
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90 
First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA 

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80) 
[High Street HD] 

Lexington (Middlesex County): 

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71) 

Millville (Worcester Coimty): 

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84) 

Newbury (Essex County): ^ • 

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76) 
[Newbury HD] 

Salem (Essex County): ^ , . 

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74) 
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD] 

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73) 
[Chestnut Street HD] ' 



Sandwich (Barnstable County): 

Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76) 

Winthrop (Suffolk County): 

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA] 

Please add the enclosed continuation sheets to the existing National Register nomination 
files. 

Sincerely, 

^1 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures 

i ... 


