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PERIOD CchecJc One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbion 1 ‘. 16th Century 18th Century jQXj . 20fh Century ,j-;
15th Century jj™ 17th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable andKnown) CiTCS 1650 dPCl 1895
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 Education . Political ".-ii'lI"lr e Urban Planning
I I Prehistoric I Engineering < Religion/Phi. + « Other ('Specify.)
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I Invention (_] Science
(3 Architecture 1 Landscape [31 Sculpture

Art Archi tecture | | Social/Human-
[ I Commerce [ I Literature itarian
[ I Communications . Military . Theater

1 1 Conservation . Music [7] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

~The Janes Bl ake House i s afine exanpl e of 17th Century donestic

architecture. Itstraditional construction date of 1650|S$upported by
a study of the framngandjoining. This date suggests that i 1i s one
of the fewsurviving houses i n Nw England to have been built by inm-
?rant,car enters. exceﬁtmnaly heavy tinbersinthe frane indicate
hat itsbuilder was fromthe vest of Engl and. o

~The first occupant of the house was Janes Bl ake who nmarried in 1651
Eizabeth Qap, daughter of Deacon Edward dap and ni ece of Roger A ap.
It has been suggested that this house was huilt inanticipationjj*. -this
marriage. Janes Bl ake, active inpublic affairs, was anang other£a
sel ect man, deputy to the General Court, and chosen Deacon of the Church.
Hs d4:endants continuedto live inthe dwelling until 1825 After this
tine avariety of owners occupied the house until 1895 when the Gty of
Boston acquired the property. At first the Gty planned to denolishthe
bui I ding but when the Dorchester Historical Society offered to nove and
preserve the house it was givento themalong with the right to relocate
It at Rchardson Park. Thi's was one of theearliest instances of a
house bei ng noved sol el y for the purpose of historic preservation.
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Re-evaluation of congtruction date due to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing of the Blake House in Dorchester in May of 2007, the
congtruction date of the building has now been identified as 1661. The research team condsted of
Danid Miles and Michael Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England,
with Anne Grady doing historical resserch and acting as local coordinator. Restoration carpenter
Michael Burrey took the samples Their report, cited below, presented the foll owing results and
conclusons. A total of 20 individual samples were taken from 11 timbers. Six of the timbers
produced precisefelling dates of winter 1660/61 and a saventh was dated to the spring of 1661
The report gates, " Given the high degree of clustering of precisefelling dates, itisamog certain
that the housewould have been congructed during 1661. The single timber which wasfelled
dightly later, during the spring of 1661, probably represented atimber needed to augment the
gock of timber required to congtruct the houseduring framing.” The 1661 date confirms the
Blake House isthe sscond oldest standing building in New England, after the 1641 Farbanks
House in Dedham.

Thefull results of the andlyss are presented in: D. W. H. Miles FSA and Michael Worthington,
The Tree-Ring Dating of the Blake House, Dorchegter, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, Interim
Report 2007/21, Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, June 2007. Summary data can be found
on the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory webste www.dendrochronologv.com. Thefull
report can be found a the Dorchester Historical Society and at the Massachusetts Historical
Commission.

A noteon dendrochronology dating

In recent yearstree-ring chronologies have been developed for eestern Massachusettsand
adjacent regions, and anumber of buildings or partsof buildings have been evaluated and given
new congtruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isa smple one: the seasond variationsin climate produce variations in growth which
ae reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The ringsin timbersfrom
historical houses are compared with previoudy dated ring sequencesfrom old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established dates to alow precise dates to be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe results and establishesthe datethe tree was felled. Some
caution must be ussd in interpreting these dates to determine the construction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phese of the samebuilding have been felled one,
two or more years apart. However, it was common prectice to build timber-framed structures with
green or unseesoned timber, and itis likely that construction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.

(end)
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March 25, 1974
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N

National Park Service REGISTEK /
18th and G Streets
Washi ngton DC 20240
Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L

Dear Charles:

Encl osed arefive National Register submissions forthefollowingproperties:

1. Boston, Suffolk County Janes Bl ake House
2. " W nt hrop Bui | ding
Pierce House
3 oo A The Anes Buil ding
Copp's Hill Burying G ound
5 " "

These have been declared eligible for submssion by theMassachusetts Historical
Conmmi ssion, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of the
Commonweal th John F. X Davoren, Chairman of t he Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
and designated theState Liason Officer.

Please note that theproperties covered by these subm ssions aretobe included
in our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we woul d appreciate your process-
ing these nom nations promptly. Please | et us know i f any other information

i s needed.

Sincerely,

El i zabeth Amradon .
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion . A

B na
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OFFICE OF THE REPUBLICAN FLOOR LEADER
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE

STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 0213S

JOHN F. PARKER

REPUBLICAN FLOOR LEADER 2 Nar Ch 1978

National Park Service
Washi ngton, D C

Gent | emen:

As a former resident of Dorchester, Massachusetts
| aminterested i ntheprogram for the preserva-
tion of the Blake House i nthis Boston community.

This ol dhouse, dates t o 1648 and i ti s an inmpor-
tant historical structure and should be preserved
and | endorse any program t omaintain this wonder-
ful ol dhomne

Respectful Iy,

Par ker
Senat or
Taunton, Massachusetts

Republican Floor Leader
Massachusetts Senate

JFP/pc
%~i7 1 1)A7
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The Commonwedlth of M assachustts
/&[\JI’H 1|£5120111V\Mllam Francis Galvin, Secreta;y of the Commonwealth

Ma&achusetts Hlstorlcal C ommission
Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Park Service Y >

National Regigter of Historic Faces ' .. -+, 0
1201 Eye Strest NW, 8* floor o N T

Washington, DC 20005 , 7-" N,
Dear Mr. Loether: ' * *

Endosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudly listed on the
Nationa Regigter of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
congtruction, basad upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include: | A *e , A
Boston (Suffolk County): A ' VA,
o M JamesBlakeHouse (NRIND, 5/1/74) ' d

Ferce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)
Cambridge (Middlesex County): e 3
f . Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)
Dedham (Norfolk County):
«J.  Farbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfield (Franklin County): ». >
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)
John Ashley House (MHC #31)
Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47) ;
Childs House (MHC #53) ' %
, - Fray House (MHC #13) . -
Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC #9) - e/

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 021 25
(617) 727-8470 « Fax; (617) 727-5128
www. sec sate, ma usmhc



? - Little Brown House (MHC #79) -
Moors House (MHC #39)
Nims House (MHC #12)
Russdll House (MHC #49)
Saxton House (MHC #48)
Severance House (MHC #19)
John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)
Stebbins House (MHC # 36)
John Williams House (MHC # 50)

Essex (Ess=x County): , ,
Cogswel's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucester (Essex County): .o N !

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[Firgt Period Buildings of Easern MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA

M erchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Strest HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester Coimty):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County): Noe

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County): .

Eleszer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD)]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Bandable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deare Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[Frda Period Buildingsof Eagden MA, TRA]

Heese add the endosad continuation shedts to the existing Nationa Regider nomination
files.

Sncady,

~

Betsy Fiedberg
Nationd Register Director
Meassechusdts Higtoricd Commisson

Endoares



