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^y AREA FORM NO. 

107 

Town Southbridge 

Address 77 Hamilton Street 

Historic Name Theodore Harrington House 

Use: Present m u l t i - f a m i l y r es iden t i a l 

Original r e s iden t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1850 

Source v isua l analysis/maps 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric asbestos shingles 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) hipped 

dormers added probably early—20th century 

Condition Good 

Moved Ĵ cr Date 

Acreage 

Setting back from commerical/residen-

t i a l street 

UTM REFERENCE lg,./74S' 260^^66^ 370 

USGS QUADRANGLE 'ScJgiftiQTldy ̂ ^^^ "Q?V)0 

SCALE OOP 

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
ed. S. Ceccacci 

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
miSSi' 

Date May 1986 



The Theodore H a r r i n g t o n House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 5 i-= -» 
Southbridsre "s renter- \/; i i ̂  ^ t'-'^isnir i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
^ n o n a g e s Center V i l l a g e d e v e l opnent. u i t h t h e development o f t h e 

c u t l e r y i n d u s t r y , and i t s r e g i o n a l l y i m p o r t a n t g a b l e - f r o n ^ Sreek 
R e v i v a l form. I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and c'a^ J h ^ 
i n T A A " " ^ " ^ ^ i " ' " " ' ^ " - - ^ - ^ ^ y Of l o c a t i o n , workmanship, d e s i j n 
and a s s o c i a t i o n ^ The b oundaries i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s ; i i ; o ; s 
map are t h o s e o f c u r r e n t ownership. «cnea assessors 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

This house i s a high quali t y expression of the t y p i c a l three bay, side entry, pediment front 
Greek Reviyal house that was the most popular New England r e s i d e n t i a l form between 1830 and 
about 1855. Two-and-a-half stories i n height, i t features details such as a heavy pediment 
with i n t e r n a l f r i e z e , an architrave and articulated frieze resting on paneled pilasters with 
c a p i t a l s , architrave/cornice window frames and an imposing doorframe with three-quarter side­
l i g h t s and a transom and an o r i g i n a l two vertical-paneled door. " Despite the application of 
synthetic siding, the most d i s t i n c t i v e q u a l i t i e s of t h i s handsomely b u i l t house remain unchanged. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The Theodore Harrington house was among the f i r s t houses to have been b u i l t on Hamilton 
Street when i t opened i n 1850. The new street was f i r s t developed near Centre Village with 
suburban estates of the town's leaders and businessmen. Theodore Harrington, a manufacturer, 
was a member of the Harrington Cutlery Company, the oldest cutlery manufacturer i n Southbridge, 
then and now. - • , 

Born i n Southbridge i n 1820., Harrington was one of the twelve children of Henry Harrington 
(d. 1876) and Maria Oaks Harrington, daughter of Ames Oaks. I n 18A5 he married Lavinia Fitz 
whose parents were Col. John and Catherine Fi t z of Charlton. 

Theodore's father, Henry Harrington, established a cutlery business i n Southbridge i n 1818* 
•which produced cutlery, guns, razors and surgical instruments.' Theodore, a f t e r having worked 
for seven years at the United States Armory i n Springfield, joined his father's business i n 
18A9. He introduced shoe knives to the company's l i n e of products. Shoe knives were to become 
a s p e c i a l i t y of Harrington Cutlery. The company was prosperous and grew steadily over the 
years. I t s major expansion occurred i n the 1880's, contemporaneously with the adoption of 
the trade name "Dexter" i n honor of his brother. Dexter, who was also a member of the firm. 
In 1899, the company was prosperous, had a reputation for producing " f i r s t - c l a s s goods" and 

' was s e l l i n g on domestic and foreign markets. A work force of twenty was employed at that 
time. By the late—19th century, Harrington Cutler}' was one of several cutlery manufacturers 

_ operating successfully i n Southbridge. In 1953, the Harrington Cutlery Company merged with 

the John Russell Cutlery Company. Today,. Russell Harrington Cutlery i s the largest manufacturer'-'^ 
professional cutlery i n the United States. ^ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES " 
maps, atlases 
Pankiewicz, P h i l i p R., New England Cutlery, Hollytree Publications, 1986, p. 157. 

, Biographical Review, Vol XXX, Boston, Biographical Review Pub., 1899, p. 1126 
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