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1. Name

historic T>ffWeldon Hotel

and/or common Weldon House

2. Location

street & number 54 High Street not for publication
city, town Greenfield vicinity of congressional district first
state Massachusetts code 025 county Franklin code Oil
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) X private K unocoupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational . private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X.yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military . other:

4. Owner of Property

name IVeldon A ssociates
gret & numbe 720 Statler Office Building

city, town Boston vicinity of date M assachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regigry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Registry of Deeds
street & number 425 Main Street
city, town Greenfield state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of

title the Commonwealth has this propaty bean daermined degible? yes
date 1978 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Bost on state  Massachusetts

city, town



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated A unaltered A original site

X good ruins altered moved date
. fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Wl don Hotel i slocated on High Street, which i salso State
Route 2A.  This was a major east-west highway crossing Northern
Massachusetts until the 1950's, when i t was superseded by Route 2, a
| arger highway, which bypassed Greenfield center tothenorth. The
Weldon i sset i nan area of large single famly dwellings, sone of
unusual architectural interest, dating fromthelate 19thand early
20th centuries. This area retains rmuch of itsoriginal character as
an affluent neighborhood, i nspite of theconversion of some of t he housing
to multi-family occupancy.

The Wl don was designed by a Hol yoke, Massachusetts, architect,

W B Reid, i navernacular interpretation of theBeaux-Arts style. The
building grew i nfour stages, thefirst being constructionof itsoriginal
section 1 n1905-06. |t functioned as an apartnent house, having 24
apartments of four or five roons each. | nplan, theUshaped front
section on High Street seens tohave two rectangul ar annexes to therear,
and an axial corridor joining allthree sections. Both annexes are part
of theoriginal design of thebuilding, each having two apartments per
floor. The conplex plan i sbhilaterally symmetrical nearly without
exception. S

As originally constructed, thebuilding was three stories above *
the raised basenment i nheight. F 0. Wells, for whomt hebuilding was
constructed, intended that i twould be fireproof. To this end, an iron
frame was used, cased i npoured concrete, and floors were concrete sl ab.
Concrete blocks of various finishes were used for theexterior walls,
rock-faced on theraised basenent story, rusticated on thefirst floor,
and smooth on t hesecond and third floors. The U shaped front section
on High Street has bowed bays incorporatedinto itsexterior walls at
the four corners of thebuilding nearest thestreet, and on t heside
el evations adjacent tothese corners. The rearnost annex al so has bowed
bays on i tsfront and rear elevations. Al |l corners of theexterior
wal | s arerounded. The exterior walls also have sillcourses, and belt-
courses connecting every window |intel.

W ndow bal conies of cast concrete were used on t heside eleva-
tions of the U shaped front section and on thefront elevation of the
rearmost annex. A concrete balustrade surmounts thesinple cornice on
the front section. A frontispiece i ntheDoric order faces High Street
from deep within the U shaped front section. The south elevation has
a large terrace at thefirst floor level which abuts both annexes and
the front section. The features of theoriginal building as described
above have al | survived intact except thew ndow balconies, of which
only one or two are left on therearnost annex. The snooth concrete e
block of thesecond and third floor exterior walls has been stuccoed.

The Wl don's second stage of devel opment occurred i n1914, by
which time F. 0. Wlls had converted i ttoahotel. A large one story
dining roomw ng was constructed tothenorth of theoriginal building,
and connected with i tvia an enclosed corridor. The dining room wng
has an iron frame cased i nconcrete, with exterior infill walls finished
in concrete mxed with a rough basalt aggre?ate. The concrete i s articu-
lated into blocks with margins, which even torm theelliptically-arched
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wi ndow openings. The windows aretriple pairs of casenents.

In 1920, thethird stage of t heWl don's devel opnent occurred,
construction of thesolariums atop thefront U shaped section of the
original building andboth annexes. The solariums have continuous
wi ndows around their peripheries.

The Wl don's fourth stage of devel opnent was t he construction
of three floors of hotel roons atop thedining roomwi ng i n1927. This
addition has a metal frame cased i nconcrete, stuccoed infill, and
paired sash windows. A projecting concrete bayi slocated onthe end
of thewing facing High Street, andthis bay contains a metal fire
escape. A |l owconcrete balustrade i slocated on theroof of thisbay.
Thg wi ng's roof has deeply projecting eaves with exposed rafter
ends .

The exteriors of the 1914 dining room 1920 solariums, and the
1927 three floor addition tothedining roomall seemto be i nexcellent
original condition. Theinteriors have been renodel ed and redecorated
over theyears, but have suffered no major changes. The Wl don
possesses substantial architectural integrity i nspite of many years
of operating with declining profitability.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _ X_ architecture education military A social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 _X_ commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1905-06 Builder/Architect B. Reid, Holynke, Mas<”".

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Wl don Hotel possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship. |tsprimary inportance i sitsidentity as
the Town of Greenfield' s grand hotel, a prestigious %athering placef or
commercial and social activities from 1907 through thelate 1960's.
The building's architecture i salso of considerable interest, being
a judicious and unique blend of stylistic elements with functional
design and construction.

The Wl don was huilt i n1905-06 as an apartment house by Frank -
0. Wells, a Greenfieldindustrialist. Tw years earlier. Wells and

Peter Barber, a mason, constructed a concrete industrial plantfor
the Greenfield TaE) and Di e Conpany, several blocks from wnere the "
Vel don was tobe built Well's considered concrete and metal frame

construction experimental, as it was new tothearea. Encouraged by
its success, he built theWsl doni nthe sane way.

In 1907, t he Wl don becane a hotel, but did not begin to prosper
until 1914, when t he Mohawk Trail, State Route 2, was built connecting
Boston and Al bany, and passing by theWldon's front door. | n that
sane year, a spacious dining roomw ng was added on thenorth side.

For nfan?/ years i twas thetown's principal ballroom and |argest ban-
quet hall. During itsnost prosperous years i nthe1920's, the Wl don
averaged 10,000 visitors i na season, almost theequivalent of the
town's popul ation.

In 1927, t he Wl don expanded again, adding three floors containing
60 nore hotel roons above thedining roomi nthenorth wing. At this
time, thehotel boasted four dining roons, a bar-lounge, ahairdresser,
shops for gifts, dresses, furs, and a ski shop runby an O ynpic skier.
The solariums atop thethree original sections of thehotel were once
used as an infirmary when an epidemc struck thenearby Deerfield

Acaden%/.

The Wl don stayed i ntheWlls famly until 1945. Intheearly
1950's, thehotel underwent major interior renovations togive i ta
new | ook for thenunerous local club meetings, banquets, and dances
on theGreenfield social calendar. Between 1951 and 1953, further
renovations were nade under t he managenent of Harry D Kline. The
parking | ot was expanded and there were plans for making t he hotel

a convention center. This effort never came to fruition.

The Wl don's overnight trade waned as new hi ghways bypassed
Greenfield center, and travel patterns changed i nthe 1950's and 60's.
A succession of short term owners tried and failed toreversethe
hotel's business decline. By the1l970's, the Wl don had becone a
residential hotel, though local civic and social groups continuedto



9. Major Bibliographical References

Kel loggs, L. K andC Severence, History of Greenfield, Vols. 3 84

pgs. 1695 and 2100. _
"Wl don Hotel's Success Justifies Founder Frank O. Wells' Faith,"
Greenfield Recorder--Gazette, June 9, 1953, pgs. D16 § D 18.

10- Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated propert?/__ 1.8 acres

Quadrangle name Greenlield Quadrangle scale 1:25000

UMT References
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Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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L
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Verbal boundary description and justification N LN

Pl ease refer tothecontinuation sheet. Thenomnation i sconfinedtothehotel
property.
List ail states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Charles T. Lennon for
naneftile Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator

Massachusetts Historical _
organizion Commission dte April, 1980
street & number 294 Washington St. telephone (617)727-8470"

Boston M assachusetts

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forttfbV the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical
title date

For HCRS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

N date NCIM>
HBagittor n
Attest f~Atofi wikakx e 7/:?/"n AMM
Chief of Registration / /

GPO 938635
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neet there. | n1977, theWldon was finally vacated andclosedt o
all use. At thepresent time, 1980, Schochet Associates, a Boston
devel oper, isplanninﬂ torehabilitate thehotel under HUD's
Section 8 subsidized housing program  Thfe hotel will becone housing
for theelderly.

The architectural inportance of theWldon stems fromits
extensive useof concrete for both nolded, stylistic andfor poured,
functional purposes. Thearchitect, W B. Reid, nade excellent use of
the plastic qualities of concrete i nal | aspects of the buildin%'s
design. Particularly notable aretheundulating exterior walls built
of concrete block with various surface textures, formng thebowed
bays, rounded corners, andnunerous beltcourses.

Xr')- yi. Iff,,.
[ ] .I%i



L MTiLi -T.AThi :i*-VKTMt.M Or Tr-iL 1% "z:~10r> -
M:

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

R=CSVD jyL 1 1980

CONT- NUATION SHEET ITEM NUM3== PAGE

CEQERAPH CAL DATA 10
Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at aniron pipe inthe westerly line of High Street, said
pipe being N 33° 52" 22" E a distance of 89.85 feet from a granite
stone bound marking the intersection of the northerly line of Church
Street with the westerly line of High Street; thence N 61 02' 38" W
a distance of 185.07 feet t oaniron pipe; thence S 30 09' 52" Wa
distance of 93.40 feet t oaniron pipe, the "ast twocourses being
along other land of the grantor; thence N 62 16' 38" Walong said
Church Street a distance of 53.90 feet t oa point; thence N 28 39’
57" E a distance of 146.87 feet t oaniron pipe; thence N 62 16°

39" Wa distance of 82.56 feet t oaniron pipe, the last two courses
being along land nowor formerly of the Historical Society of

Greenfield; thence N 28 40' 54" E a distance of 65.78 feet to a
granite stone bound; thence N 28° 28" 48" E a distance of 74.55 feet
to an iron pipe, the last twocourses being along said Union Street;
thence S 61° 34' 29" E a distance of 183.22 feet t oaniron pipe;
thence N 32° 30' 06" E a distance of 56.56 feet t oaniron pipe;
thence N 52° 32' 48" Wa distance of 11.86feet t oaniron pipe, the
| ast three courses being along |land nowor formdrly of Janes G
Tatakis andAnna A. Tatakis; thence N 32 44' 21" E partly along
land of said Tatakis andpartly along land nowor formerly of
Gilbert D Knapp a distance of 29.20 feet t oan iron pipe; thence

S 57° 53" 25" E along land nowor formerly of Thomas F. Devine and
Virginia A Devine a distance of 169.42 feet t oa point; thence

S 32° 38" 52" Wa distance of 109.93 feet t oa point; thence S 33
52' 22" Wa distance of 164.48 feet t othe point of beginning, the
last twocourses being along said High Street.
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NANN iIftSSSCBNITTS,
Date , . «K 61980
Locati on
Nare
V¢l don Hot el Graanfleld
irankl I n County
Also Notified

Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy St&ta HXatorlc Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Paul ' xsongaa 'V Ms. Patricia L. Wesl ovski

Honorable Silvio 0. Conte Executive M ector. Haasachuaatts
Hi storical Comm ssion

294 y&shl ugton street:

Boet oa, |-laesachusetts 02103

Byers/md  8/14/80

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



