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ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

The lower section of Kent Street, once called Harrison Place, displays

a number of houses whose designs reveal the influence of the Italianate
style. Number 7 Kent Street presents a bracketed cornice, round arched
doorway, and bracketed eaves, while #40 Kent Street's details are even
more typical of a classical Interpretation: cupola, flat roof, quoins,
porch supports, and carved brackets. Number 17 Kent Street is one more
example of kn Italianate Influence, even though the basic configuration
of the house Is derived from the Greek Revival style. However, the double
brackets, jigsaw detailing over the Windows and bays, and design of the

qéih supports contr bute t%ethe transl chara eérloo{Nt étsrs I!ace
HIST N&lépppexplalr?qhe ro owners play m%ca or state Istory

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

According to an' 1S58 .mgp of the towrj,Ginery Twichell owned this house
as well as 40 Kent"Street. Due to lack of documentation, it is not
possible to determine who lived here after the completion of the house
by 1855. We do know from different accounts that Mr. Twichell lived

at #40, built in 1851.(Number 17 Kent Street does not appear on the
1844 map; It is shown on the 1855 map, but without owner identification.
The 1858 mgp of Brookline indicates that Twichell owned this house.)

Ginery Twichell, an "unrivaled express rider who travelled the distance

from Worcester to Hartford, some si]|{ty miles, in three hours and

twenty minutes through a deep snow in 1846" |ater became the owner

of stage lines ¢ between Boston and |-Jorcester, which".used..-iSOt-horses to'cen-
trol routes aggregating 286 miles. Twichell lecame the president of the

Boston and Worcester Railway; when steam railroads supplanted stage

routes, as well as the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad.

He was also a member of the United States House of Representatives.

17 Kent Street meets NR criteria B and C, having been built by Ginery Twichell,
a pioneer in stagecoach transportation between Boston and Worcester, and now a
fine remaining Intact example of the Greek Revival/ltalianate transitional stylCj

as well as a surviving example of the size and scale of domestic architecture during
A the early developmental stage of Brookline Village. Examples of the ltalianate style

in Brookline include the common and self-contained frout gkble arrangement of which
* this house is loB” example.
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Stitui Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Cheek ona

excellent e deteriorated e unaltered e original site
O good e ruins + altered «  moved date.
o fair ¢ unexposed

Describe the present and original (If Icnown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
« completeness

« clarity AN ALY
e alterations/integrity
« dates
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Checlc and Justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance//n o/M par40rsp/>*

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

O applicable criteria

e justification of areas chedced

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

e other

9. Magjor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

. Maps o o
e Photographs
* other
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