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Town Brook l i . n e MRA 

Address 1 ' ' - e n t S t r e e t 

H i s t o r i c Name Ginery T w i t c h e l l House 

Use: O r i g i n a l r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Ownership:EI Private i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr ivate organizat ion 

Public 

S-lCETCH MAP 
Draw map showing proper ty ' s * 
loca t ion i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
cross s treets and other bui ld ings 
or geographical fea tures . 
Indicate no r th . • 
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• 1. * 

Original owner P^^^^>,.,, nir^^^y 

. -A • f • ""^ Twichell r 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1844-1855 

Source rrans 

S t y i e G ^ s ^ K . ^ v i y a l / I t a l i a n a t e t r a n s l t l o i 

Arch i t ec tTnforTTia t ion n o t a v a i l a b l e 

Ex te r io r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings garage ' • 

Major a l t e ra t ions (wi th dates) 

C o n v e r t t o two f a m i l i e s - 19 2 7 

fi 
Moved flO Date 

Approx. acreage F17 0 s q . f t 

Recorded by L e s l i e L a r k i n , C a r l a BenVa Set t ing Set back a p p r o x . 2 0 f e e t f r o m s t 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B r o o k l i n e H i s t o r i c a l Com. i n c e n t e r o f l o t : , I t a l i a n a t e - t y p e house 

' 4* -f 

Date F a l l 19 80 ' from l a t e r p e r i o d next door ( t o the 

At l a s page- 30/140-14, 14A 
east) Boston Soutii Quadrangle 

UIM References: 
19/325480/4788700 

(Staple additional sheets here) #-35 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The lower s e c t i o n of Kent S t r e e t , once c a l l e d Har r i son Place , d i sp lays 
a number o f houses whose designs r e v e a l the i n f l u e n c e of the I t a l i a n a t e 
s t y l e . Number 7 Kent S t ree t presents a bracketed c o r n i c e , round arched 
doorway, and bracketed eaves, w h i l e #40 Kent S t r e e t ' s d e t a i l s are even 
more t y p i c a l o f a c l a s s i c a l I n t e r p r e t a t i o n : cupola , f l a t r o o f , quoins , 
porch suppor t s , and carved b r acke t s . Number 17 Kent S t ree t i s one more 
example of kn I t a l i a n a t e I n f l u e n c e , even though the basic c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
of the house I s de r ived f rom the Greek Rev iva l s t y l e . However, the double 
b r acke t s , j i g saw d e t a i l i n g over the windows and bays, and design of the 
BQrch supports c o n t r i b u t e t p the t r a n s l t i o n a l ^ c h a r a c t e r ^ o f t h i s s t y l e . 
S i m i l a r porch supports can be seen at #s 3u-3? and 38-40 Webster Place. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played m local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

According t o an' lS58 .map of the towrj ,Ginery T w i c h e l l owned t h i s house 
as w e l l as 40 Ken t^S t ree t . Due t o lack o f documentat ion, i t i s not 
poss ib l e t o determine who l i v e d here a f t e r the complet ion of the house 
by 1855. We do know f rom d i f f e r e n t accounts t h a t Mr. T w i c h e l l l i v e d 
at #40, b u i l t i n I85I .(Number 17 Kent S t ree t does not appear on the 
1844 map; I t i s shown on the 1855 map, but w i t h o u t owner i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 
The 1858 map of Brook l ine i n d i c a t e s t h a t T w i c h e l l owned t h i s house.) 

Ginery T w i c h e l l , an " u n r i v a l e d express r i d e r who t r a v e l l e d the dis tance 
f rom Worcester t o H a r t f o r d , some si] |{ty m i l e s , i n three hours and 
twenty minutes through a deep snow i n 1846" l a t e r became the owner 
of stage l i n e s • between Boston and l-Jorcester, which".used..-iSOt-horses to 'cen-

t r o l routes aggregat ing 286 m i l e s . T w i c h e l l lecame the p res iden t of the 
Boston and Worcester Ra i lway; when steam r a i l r o a d s supplanted stage 
r o u t e s , as w e l l as the A t c h i s o n , Topeka, and Santa Fe R a i l r o a d . 
He was a lso a member o f the Uni ted States House o f Representa t ives . 

17 Kent S t ree t meets NR c r i t e r i a B and C, having been b u i l t by Ginery T w i c h e l l , 
a p ioneer i n stagecoach t r a n s p o r t a t i o n between Boston and Worcester , and now a 
f i n e remaining I n t a c t example o f the Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e t r a n s i t i o n a l s t y l C j 

as w e l l as a s u r v i v i n g example o f the s i z e and scale o f domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e du r ing 
^ the e a r l y developmental stage o f Brook l ine V i l l a g e . Examples o f the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e 

i n B r o o k l i n e i n c l u d e the common and s e l f - c o n t a i n e d f r o u t gkble arrangement o f which 
* t h i s house i s loB^ example. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • • 

John Curtis. ' , H i s t o r y 6f B r o o k l i n e , pp. 195-97. 
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NPS Fonn 10400-a 
(M2> 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form , 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name B r o o k l i n e MRA 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

8 1 . T w i t c h e l l , G inery , House 

82. Walnut H i l l s Cemetery 

83. Whi t e , Benjamin, House 

84. White Place H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

85. Dutch House (The) 

86. Spooner, W i l l i a m , House 
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WASO Form -177 
("R" JUIW 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Twitchell, Ginery, House (Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

mi resubmission 
Q nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
im appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date:_^A^^Apfy^ 

1985 
Date Due: °Td9^Vf-^~ ^^^z 9J^.i-^  
Action: .rTTftiCEPT X'^ -/ 7"^ \ 

J:^CC^VT . 

RETURN. 
i n t e x e d i n the R E J E C T . 
KftMoraa BBgtel l^ency: 

E ] appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments; 

te-
Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Stitui 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 
excellent 

O good 
• fair 

• deteriorated 
• ruins 
• unexposed 

Check one 
• unaltered 
• altered 

Cheek ona 
• original site 
• moved date. 

Describe the present and original (If Icnown) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

rbs Historic District 

'••^^7-.,...A.r.,y 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-ChecIc and Justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance//n o/M par40rsp/>^ 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity . 
O applicable criteria 
• justification of areas chedced 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 
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9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

%JX.:> ••%4 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date •,«!• 
•:.m-

13. Other 

• Maps • • 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concemihg this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet 
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