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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dr. Ellis House of Augusta is a distinctive and stylish example
of the late Greek Revival style, and dates from c.1855.

The house is of frame construction with two internal brick chimneys,
gabled roof, clapboard siding, and quarried granite foundation. Trim is
typical of the period, featuring wide entablature below the cornice, boxed
returns, and fluted corner pilasters, Fenestration is 6/6 throughout the
building.

The facade, which faces east, is three bays wide with a central entrance.
The entrance consists of a recessed doorway containing a panelled door
flanked by sidelights. The entrance is enframed by an entablatured lintel
and fluted pilasters. Above the lintel is the most distinctive detail in
the building's trim. Here is an ornate and slightly projecting panel of
carved wood which carries in relief a wreath and stemmed flowers. This
decorative element is echoed in form (though not in detail) above the
window lintels.

A two-story ell of frame construction with gable roof extends from the
rear of the house. This is devoid of decorative detail.

Internally, the Dr. Ellis House features woodwork of its period, with
entablatured lintels over doors and windows. The central hall is fitted
with a graceful curving staircase. Some alteration has taken place in
converting the interior spaces for office use, but much of the Greek
Revival flavor remains.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first house on this property, at least a part of which may form the
ell of the present dwelling, was built in 1803 by Lot Hamlen, a clerk,
glazier and surveyer of lumber. Except for some interior woodwork, however,
there is little evidence of the nature of this earlier structure.

In 1855 the property was purchased by Dr. Joseph Willard Ellis, who
served as City Physician from 1850 to 1856 and then for many years in private
practice. He was named for Joseph Willard, President of Harvard College
where both he and his father obtained medical degrees.

Shortly after the purchase Dr. Ellis erected the main part of the
present house, a formal and decorative example of the Greek Revival. It is
without question the finest example of this particular version of the style
in the city. Both the interior and exterior reflect an attention to detail,
proportion and scale which suggests the work of an accompllshed architect.
Regrettably no record of its designer has been found.

0f particular note, of course, is the unusual decorative panel above
the front door, a feature which has become something of a local landmark.
The entire doorway is, in fact, a masterpiece of stylistic arrangement and
design.

The building continued to serve as a private residence until 1970 when
it was:purchased by.the Maine Demogratic State Committee.
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