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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The old Coosa County Jail is virtually unaltered in its appearance 
since its construction in 1842.

The three story building measures 20 feet by 40 feet and is 
constructed of native stone blocks which average about 2 feet by 3 feet 
in size. Interior walls are covered with plaster.

The roof is hipped and there is one end-interior chimney located on 
the north end of the building.

There are two doors, one on the north end of the building and the 
other opening from the east side. Transoms above the door are fitted 
with iron bars, as are most of the windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Coosa County Jail is the oldest remaining stone jail in the state 
and is one of only a few structures which date to the early period of the 
county's history.

Coosa County was created by the legislature on December 18, 1832 
from lands included in the Creek Indian Treaty of Cusseta. Originally 
Lexington was chosen as the County Seat, but in January of 1835 the seat 
was moved to Rockford.

In August of 1839 the County Commissioners Court authorized the 
reception of bids for a stone jail building. The contract was let to 
A. Lyle in January of the following year. This contract was forfeited 
and on March 22, 1841, a contract was made with Miller and Heard to build 
the jail for $2,745.00. The building was completed in August, 1842.

The building continued to be used as a county jail until 1938, and 
has been used to store a portion of the county records since that date.
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