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1. Name of Property

historic name  Turrell, Salmon, Farmstead

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 3051 Snow Hill Road N/A [ not for publication
city or town West Harrison ' X vicinity

state Indiana code IN county Franklin code 047  zipcode 47060

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this X nomination

3 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
X meets (] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be consider significant

i locally. (O] See continuation sheet ;pr additipnal comments.)
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Turrell, Salmon, Farmstead
Name of Property

Franklin County, IN

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property  Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as (Check only one box)
apply)
" private X building(s)
O public-local O district
[ public-state O site
O public-Federal O structure
[ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 2 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
2 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: Agricultural
Outbuilding

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: Agricultural
Outbuilding

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

OTHER: I-House

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE

walls BRICK
SYNTHETICS: Vinyl

roof ASPHALT

other WOOD: Log

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more sheets.)



Turrell, Salmon, Farmstead
Name of Property

Franklin County, IN

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for the National Register listing.)

WA  Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

OB  Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

wC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

OOD  Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

] A owned by a religious institution or used
for religious purposes.

O B removed from its original location.

O o a birthplace or grave.

O D a cemetery.

O E a reconstructed building, object, or
structure.

| F a commemorative property.

O G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significant

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

Period of Significance

c.1830

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Lemuel Snow (builder-barn)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination if individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested :

] previously listed in the National Register

J previously determined eligible by the National

Register
] designated a National Historic Landmark
O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
O recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#

Primary location of additional data:
MState Historic Preservation Office
il Other State agency

] Federal agency

O Local government
Il University
O Other

Name of repository:




Turrell, Salmon, Farmstead Franklin County, IN
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 [1[6] [o]s[4l4lslo| |4[3s]s]o|7o] s L L Ll
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

> L L) L) el

[[] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Beverly Metze; Amy Walker

organization Franklin County Citizens for Historic date 04-20-08
Preservation
street & number 3051 Snow Hill Road telephone 812/ 637-1864
city ortown  West Harrison state IN zipcode 47060

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 Or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Michael & Beverly Metze

street & number 3051 Snow Hill Road telephone 812/ 637-1864

city or town West Harrison state IN zip code 47060

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a beneﬁt in
accordance to the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding the burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Description

The Salmon Turrell Farmstead is located in rural Whitewater Township, in the southeast
corner of Franklin County, Indiana. It faces south atop a gently sloping hill near New Trenton
about 2 miles from the Indiana-Ohio border. The nomination includes the ¢.1830 Federal
style house, a c.1830 barn, a ¢.1940 shed, and a 1997 garage that are part of a larger
farmstead.

- The Turrell House is a four-bay, two-story, brick I-house with a one and one-half story brick
ell at the northwest corner (Photo 1). A 1979 addition took the place of a lean-to kitchen and
a small shed at the back of the ell. The house has a fieldstone foundation with a dirt cellar.
The brick walls are approximately 18-inches thick and have been painted white. A plain
concrete stoop extends under the middle two bays of the house but there is no evidence of a
porch structure. The main entrance of the house is in the western of the middle two bays. It
is a wood door with recessed panels on the lower half and a nine lite window above. It is
topped by a narrow single lite transom window. The 9/9 first floor windows are vinyl
replacement windows, as are the 6/6 windows on the second floor. Each window has a
slightly protruding sill and is flanked by vinyl shutters. First floor windows also have a header
brick lintel. There are interior chimneys at the east and west gable ends of the house. There
is simple bargeboard trim under the eaves of the main house and the ell. A large brick
chimney is visible at the back of the ell. The eaves around the house were originally flush
with the walls but they were extended at some point after the 1893 historic photo was taken.

The east elevation consists of a blank gable end of the main house, a portion of the ell, and the
new addition (Photos 2 and 3). The northern half of what was originally an open porch for the
ell has been enclosed prior to 1976 and now serves as a bathroom. Tucked into the remaining
porch is a nine lite wood door covered with an aluminum storm door. The addition has two
vinyl windows at the northern end and a modern entrance into the addition.

The north elevation shows the eastern half of the first level and the second level of the main
house and the vinyl sided addition to the northwest (Photos 3 and 4). There are two windows
on this elevation of the main house. Both are on the eastern side and align vertically. Like
the front fagade, the first floor window is 9/9 and the second is 6/6. The roofline of the
addition matches that of the ell. There are paired 6/6 vinyl windows in the addition.

The northernmost portion of the west elevation consists is the 1979 addition (Photos 4 and 5).
A bay window is placed in the center of the wall with a large single pane in the center with
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Description-continued

6/6 vinyl windows on either side. A modern block chimney extends from the surface of the
vinyl sided wall. The single story of the ell has two 6/6 vinyl windows with header brick
lintels and vinyl shutters. The west gable end of the main house is void of all fenestration.

Interior

The interior of the Salmon Turrell House has undergone some changes over the years but it
retains sufficient integrity to convey its origins. Original log framing is evident in the cellar
under the main portion of the house (Photos 6 and 7). Many of the floor joists are still covered
with bark. There is a fireplace opening on the east wall of the cellar. In 1979 the original
plaster walls and ceilings on both levels of the house and the ell were covered with drywall in
order to update the wiring. Portions of the plaster exist underneath the newer material. The
only original flooring that is currently exposed is in the upstairs bedrooms and the office. The
floors in the main part of the house on the first floor are carpeted with the original plank floor
underneath and the wood floor in the ell is replacement material. Additionally, the trim was
replicated in 1979. There is wide cyma molding at the baseboard and very simple plank
window and door trim throughout the house.

One enters into the western room (TV room) of the main house (Photo 8). The focal point of
this room is the painted fireplace (Photo 9). There is a large brick firebox with a header
coarse lintel surrounded by a simple Classically-inspired mantel. To the north of the fireplace
is a small wall with a built-in cabinet with a wainscot door that separates the steeply pitched
radiating staircase from the rest of the room. These wedge shaped stairs are painted and the
walls have been drywalled. Centered in the east wall directly across from the fireplace is the
¢.1980 wood plank replacement door into the first floor bedroom. This room has a virtually
identical fireplace as the one in the TV room except that this one was stripped and Ieft natural
(Photos 10 and 11). On either side of the fireplace are narrow closets. Each door has five
recessed stacked panels. It is estimated that the closets date from ¢.1900.

There is speculation that the ell was actually the earliest section of the house (Photol2).
Based on information in Wilbur Peat’s book, Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century, it is
surmised that the ell may have originally been a log cabin and covered porch. The foundation
is not visible but the only place it connects to the main portion of the house is via a doorway
in the southeast corner of the ell. The upper loft shares a wall with the second floor of the
house but the two areas are accessed from separate stairways and do not connect. A large
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Description-continued

fireplace takes up virtually the entire north wall of the ell and was uncovered in 1977 when
paneling was removed. It has a segmental arch and an intact and functional crane. The
original fireplace and hearth have been covered with new brick. The hand hewn ceiling
beams are original and were uncovered when a dropped ceiling was removed in 1976. The
remainder of the ceiling has been covered in drywall. To the west of the fireplace is a wood
door with four recessed panels. This opens to a second steeply pitched radiating staircase that
leads to the office. These wedge shaped stairs are stained and the walls are original plaster.
To the east of the fireplace is the entryway into the modern kitchen. The west wall of the ell
features two windows, while the east wall has an exterior door leading to the back porch and a
¢.1980 wood plank replacement door leading to the bathroom.

The addition dates from 1979 and is approximately 444 square feet (Photos 13 and 14). It
features a large modern kitchen and a mud/utility room. All finishes are new.

The second floor of the main house has two bedrooms, both with original flooring. The stairs
enter into the west bedroom which has the same simple door and window trim as seen
downstairs (Photo 15). There is a built-in closet with double doors on the west wall (Photo
16). The wall separating the two bedrooms has a centered doorway and with a c.1980 wood
plank replacement door. The east room has a stone hearth and a chimney, which has a double
flue indicating a fireplace behind the east wall (Photo 17). To the south of the chimney is a
recessed space with open shelves above and cabinet below. It is trimmed with the same
simple trim found throughout the house. To the north of the chimney is a similar opening
although most of the shelving has been removed, along with the lower cabinet doors. It now
serves as a closet.

The upper story of the ell is only accessed via the staircase from the lower level, not from the
second story of the main house (Photos 18 and 19). It is suggestive of a sleeping loft with the
ridge beam at the center of the room. There is log framing on the ceiling and original wood
flooring. Rough horsehair plaster covers the south wall. There were originally two small
windows on the north side of the upstairs room. The west window was in the staircase and it
was covered with plaster in 1983. The east window provides access to the attic over the
kitchen. There is a skylight in the eastern side of the ceiling.
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Description-continued

Outbuildings
The shed is a wood frame building that dates to ¢.1940 (Photo 20). It is non-contributing.

The ¢.1830 bank barn was likely built by Salmon Turrell’s father-in-law, Lemuel Snow, a
shipbuilder from Massachusetts. Snow had a similar barn nearby which is now in ruins.
Originally covered in wood siding with a wood shake roof, the barn has been covered with
corrugated metal siding and a metal standing seam roof since ¢.1976 (Photos 21-24). There
have been a series of additions over the years. The earliest addition dates from c.1845. There
is a concrete block section along the east side of the barn which was in place when the current
owners purchased the property in 1976. It likely dates from the 1940s. The most recent
addition is the1990 roof extension on the east side of the barn which contains three wood
stalls. The interior of the barn contains huge support beams and general construction
techniques that suggest a shipbuilder’s hand (Photo 25). The original size of the barn is
visible on the interior of the barn. The floor is raised slightly along the eastern and southern
ends, indicating the location of the historic ¢.1845 addition to the barn (Photos 26 and 27).
The lower level of the barn consists of animal stalls (Photos 28-29). The barn is contributing.

The garage, northwest of the house, dates from 1997 and is non-contributing (Photo 30).

Statement of Significance

The Salmon Turrell Farmstead was identified in the 1978 Franklin County Interim Report and
given the modern day equivalent of a “Notable” rating. The property is eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its association with
Exploration/Settlement and under Criterion C as one variation of a Federal style I-house. The
period of significance is ¢.1830.

Franklin County was organized in 1811 from southern neighbor Dearborn County. Originally,
it included additional land that is now part of adjacent Fayette and Union counties. It was one
of the thirteen original counties in existence when the Indiana Territory petitioned for
statehood in 1815. The early settlement of the area can be attributed to the fact that the White
Water River winds throughout the entire county, thus making for relatively easy
transportation. Missionaries to Franklin County set up early camps in the late 1700s but the
first registered land entry was dated 1803 in what would become New Trenton in White River
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Statement of Significance-continued

Township, the location of the Turrell Farmstead. White River Township initially extended
across the entire southern tier of Franklin County with New Trenton being a major stopping
point for travelers to the county and beyond. The town of New Trenton was not officially laid
out until December 1816. The northern and eastern portions of the township are level and
more suited for farming. Other parts of White River Township are rolling and hilly—
particularly those areas closer to the White River and other bodies of water. The Turrell
Farmstead is in the southeastern section near Johnsons Fork and, therefore, is in a more
undulating area.

Exploration/Settlement

As noted in the description, the home is a Federal style home and it is estimated that the house
was constructed ¢.1830. In August Reifel’s History of Franklin County, Indiana there is a
citation that Lemuel Snow owned property in Township 8, Range 1 West, Sections 27 and 28
and Lemuel Snow, Jr. owned property in Township 8, Range 1 West, Section 27. This land is
located in White Water Township and is likely some portion of the approximately 60 acres
that was transferred from Lemuel Snow to Salmon Turrell on April 15, 1824. The Salmon
Turrell household was listed on the tax rolls in 1830. Additionally, Salmon was listed in the
1830 Franklin County Indiana Census, thus indicating that at least a portion of the house was
built by that time. It is possible that the family lived in the ell while the construction of the
front of the house was completed. It is also estimated that the large barn to the northeast of
the house was constructed c.1830 by Turrell’s father-in-law, Lemuel Snow.

The Turrell family was from New Milford, Connecticut. Salmon was born in 1792 to Jared
Turrell, a Revolutionary War veteran, and his wife Hannah Buck Turrell. In 1814, Lemuel
Snow, also a Revolutionary War veteran, and his family and others left Barnstable,
Massachusetts for what would become Indiana. Along the way they stopped in New Milford
and stayed at the Jared Turrell home. It is there that Salmon Turrell and Hannah Snow met.
The Snow family and their companions proceeded on their journey through Wheeling, West
Virginia and Cincinnati, Ohio before making their way to Franklin County, Indiana. In 1815
Salmon Turrell traveled over 1600 miles roundtrip on horseback to visit Hannah and to
research the possibility of the Turrell family moving west. It must have been a productive trip
because in 1816 Jared and Hannah Turrell, Salmon and other family members left
Connecticut and settled on a farm in Pleasant Ridge, Ohio, near Cincinnati. Later that same
year Salmon Turrell and Hannah Snow married and resided in Pleasant Ridge. They
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Statement of Significance-continued

remained in Ohio until sometime between 1821-1826 when they moved to Franklin County,
Indiana.

Shortly before Salmon and Hannah Turrell moved to Franklin County, engineers were
surveying the route of the White Water Canal, a significant factor to the growth of the county.
Roads in the area were not well constructed or maintained, making the transportation of goods
to and from the Ohio River a challenge. The township was known for its fertile lands and
settlers were taking advantage of this abundance. In 1822-23 representatives from Randolph,
Wayne, Fayette, Franklin, Union and Dearborn counties met to discuss the possibility of
building a canal. Construction did not begin until 1836 and by 1847 the Canal extended from
Hagerstown to the north down to Lawrenceburg. In total it stretched 76 miles and
communities like New Trenton that were lucky enough to be along its path, experienced
amazing growth and prosperity until its demise in the 1860s.

Architecture

The Turrell house is an I-house with Federal style detailing, although minimal. In his book
Wood, Brick and Stone, Allen Noble discusses the development of the I-house, a common
Indiana vernacular house type. Noble talks of the I-house as a larger version of the hall-and-
parlor form that migrated from the Chesapeake Bay area. This type had the “widest
distribution of any folk house in America, except possibly the log pen” and was constructed
consistently up through the early 20™M-century in the southeast, as far north as Pennsylvania,
and extensively in the Midwest. The form itself is plain and was frequently adorned with
other decorative features for whatever architectural style that was in vogue at the time.

Given the early settlement period in Franklin County, and Whitewater Township in particular,
there are several local examples of brick I-houses and many of those have Federal style
features. According to Noble, there are four variants of the I-house and most of those in the
township fall into one of the first two types—those with an odd number of bays (either three
or five) and a center hall. The fourth kind has one centralized chimney and an unbalanced
fagade. There is a single example of this form in Whitewater Township. There are a handful
of houses that illustrate the third type, of which the Turrell house is one. This form has an
asymmetrical fagade and does not have a center hall. The three other examples of this type—
the Larue Farm, the Hollowell House, and the Rockefellar House---are double pen houses. In
the past, previous owners installed a door in the other middle bay of the Turrell home.
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However, the historic photo indicates that the space was traditionally a window, as is
illustrated today.

Additionally the Turrell house illustrates better architectural integrity than two of the other
four-bay I-houses. The Larue Farm is a later example (c.1845) of a Federal style I-house and
now has a two story portico adorning the main fagade. While the Hollowell house (c.1835) is
more of a contemporary to the Turrell house, its front doors have been replaced, the transoms
covered/removed, and an addition placed on the east side that is visible from the front of the
house.

The Rockefellar House (c.1830) has better architectural integrity than the Turrell Farmstead
with the original 2/2 windows. Located in the town of New Trenton, it is directly on US 52
and is an outstanding example of an I-house in a more populated area. While the integrity of
the Turrell Farmstead has been altered over the years, it is the best remaining example of an I-
house in a rural setting.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Starting at a point on Snow Hill Road that is aligned to the southeast corner of the Salmon
Turrell house. Proceed east along the property right-of-way for 3051 Snow Hill Road to a
point that is twenty feet east of and parallel to the east wall of the shed. Turn north and
proceed along said parallel line to a point that is eight feet north of and parallel to the north
wall of the ¢.1830 barn. Turn west and proceed along said line to a point that is twenty feet
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Verbal Boundary Description-continued

west of and parallel to the west wall of the 1997 garage. Turn south and proceed along said
parallel line to a point on the property right-of-way along Snow Hill Road. Turn east and
proceed to point of origin.

Boundary Justification

The area nominated includes the buildings associated with the Salmon Turrell farmstead that
are eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Photo Descriptions
The following information is the same for all of the photos:

Salmon Turrell Farmstead

West Harrison vicinity, Franklin County, Indiana

Photographer: Holly A. Tate

Date of Photos: March 16, 2009

Digital Files: Indiana Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology

Photo 1: Camera facing north, main fagade

Photo 2: Camera facing northwest, east elevation

Photo 3: Camera facing southwest, north side of main house, portion of ell, and addition
Photo 4: Camera facing south, north elevation and part of west elevation

Photo 5: Camera facing northeast, west elevation

Photo 6: Camera facing east, east wall of basement with possible old fireplace

Photo 7: Camera facing southeast, dividing pier and south wall of basement

Photo 8: Camera facing southeast, south wall of TV room and front door

Photo 9: Camera facing northwest, fireplace, built in cabinet, and doorway to 2" floor
Photo 10: Camera facing southeast; fireplace and closets in 1% floor bedroom

Photo 11: Camera facing northwest; view of 1% floor bedroom and doorway into TV room
Photo 12: Camera facing northwest; view of re-bricked fireplace in ell with doorway to
corner staircase, original timber ceiling beams

Photo 13: Camera facing northwest; modern kitchen

Photo 14: Camera facing northeast; modern laundry/mud room

Photo 15: Camera facing north; staircase leading from west upstairs bedroom to TV room
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Photo Descriptions-continued

Photo 16: Camera facing northwest; west wall of west upstairs bedroom with built-in closet
Photo 17: Camera facing southeast; view of east upstairs bedroom with windows and built-in
shelves/cabinet

Photo 18: Camera facing northwest; view of corner stairway, chimney flue in 2nd level office
in ell

Photo 19: Camera facing southeast; view of south wall of 2™ level office in ell

Photo 20: Camera facing southeast; shed

Photo 21: Camera facing northeast; shed and barn

Photo 22: Camera facing east; barn

Photo 23: Camera facing northeast; additions to barn

Photo 24: Camera facing northwest; additions to barn

Photo 25: Camera facing northwest; north wall of barn showing large beam

Photo 26: Camera facing northeast; slightly elevated floor to right is 1* addition to barn
Photo 27: Camera facing south; slightly elevated floor shows c¢.1845 addition to barn

Photo 28: Camera facing northeast; lower level of barn

Photo 29: Camera facing southwest; lower level of barn

Photo 30: Camera facing southwest; modern garage
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