i d-‘f&‘k st PR . EECTIRISRIE IR <

3 - o Senatoras: Ted Stevens, Mike Gravel; Representative: Don Young
CtomNe 1000 10! .
i CNHTFOSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THEINEERIOR " ST RPEUSEORLT - -
p A N A g2 > T G !
3 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE rm h ”,: MAY 3 1 E?? | S SR ] %:
; 5 o RECEIVED
1 NATIONAL REGiSTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED OEC Lo W77

SEE INSYTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

ERNAME W

HISTORIC

oA,

B

W.P. Mills House (AHRS SITE NO. SIT-025)
AND GR COMMON
Cushing House Lougenbaugh House; Island Home

1 : 1 EALOCATION ‘ ;
N ’ ! srnu;gwxqam ce
, 1 Maksoutoff Street NG SOR PUSUCATION
CGIY TOWN CONGRESS.ONAL CHSTRICT 8
; ; Sirxa o VICWTY OF Alsska, at Large . : .
STATE, y <02C CouUNTY ) CoSt b
4 Maska 02 Sitka Division 220 1
ERCLASSIFICATION 1
3 CATEGORY OUWNERSHIP SYaTUS PRESENT USE
i _-DISTRICT _PusLIC L cccumes —AGRICULTYRE —MUSEUM p v
4 X suiLcinais) Zrarvate —_UNDCCU®IED __TOMMERCIAL _PARK
B —STAUCTUAT _BOTH —~WORK (X PROGRESS —ECCATIONAL  _XPRIVATE RESIDENCE d
& ~SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE - _ENTERTAINMENT  _RELGIGLS R
- —D8uECT N PROCESS X YES RESTAICTED | _GOVERNMENT SCIENTIFC .
: —QFING CONSIDERED _.YES UNRESTRICIED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSSORTATICA
) ) —%0 —MILITARY —OTHER
FFOWNER OF PROPERTY
ME .
Dr. and Mrs. Gecrge Longenbaugh (307) 747-3457
- - . TREET & RUMKER T - = -
’ P.0. Box 377
CITY TOW™ STATE
Sitka ___ VICTY OF Alaska 99835
s FJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCR(PTION v
COUATROUSE

NEGISTRY Gr DEEDSETC District Recorder

STREE™ & NUMBER

- < P.0. Box 910 =
TY TCAWN STATE
Sitka Alaska 99335 R
EIREFRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

NTLE i
Alaska Heritage Resource Survey (AHRS)

OATE
27 October 1972 —FEDERAL X STATE _COUNTY _iOCAL &

06':.03"0“"'% Alaska Division of Parks (907) 274-4676

. SUAVEY RECOADS  Gyjpe 210, 615 Warehouse Drive
v Tow Anchorage Alaska 99561 ,
_ e g ey




> - + . .

e o o
ARG R L & AhiSeCacs S Troded

PR TS ’“liﬁﬂlidcnua.u;.
~
EZ DESCRIPTION ~ EXSIGNIFICANCE
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-goca ~Ruins : —ALTERED —MOVED  DATE ~-PREHISTOMC  _ARCHEGLUGY PREMISTOME  __COMMUMT/ PANNGING
_ran _UNEXPOSED - 1400- 1439 ~ ARCHEDLOGY HBTOAIC —CONSEAVATION
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1700270y AT
his heise is situated on av island located 400 feet offshore from the center of \ —A —ERGINEERING
. 5 —1900- 183 ~COMMERCE —IAPLOPATION STTTLEW t "
:he rozmunity of Sitka, with the historic and architecturally distinguished Rusaian
che ¢ by 3 21900- ~CIMMMCATIONS _INDUSTEY
Orthedox Cathedral located 80O feet in.a straight line from irs front wall. The ’ il
island is= connected to the mainlaad by a causeuay, which has an overall length of -
400 feet, built in 1361 to replace the last of a sequeace of bridges which had —
provided access to the island. 100 feet of the causeway rests in open water of SPECIFICDATES  1915-1916 BUILDER/ARC
L) i Channel.
K the Hiddle Chn ' STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGE
. ; This homesite on the island was occupied during the Rusian era by a salt curing

and storage facility of the Russian trading authority. Following departure of the
Ressians in 1BA7, the facility was littte used for some time. Most of the structure
was remcved and used for other structures in the commun.ty, ov for other purposes,
The present foundation floor and walls remain from the original 18th Century saitery.
The foundation serves the present structure, but exreads in size and strength the
structucal requivements ¢f this imposing and solidly built house. Part of the the building all the ratural vistas from the
foundation serving the main structure is compoased of large sections of fractured . disFinction tha. it merged into the scene to
rock, of gooé quality, filled in at a later date with cemunt or concrete. At floor Sitka.
rTevel the rear wall measures 54 inches in thickness, and the foundation floor and
puter walls are bhelieved to be as thick as 12 feet at some points.
appears o be as seuynd as the doy the rick rack was laid in place.

This house fs sfgnificant for its architectural 4
construction, particularlv the emaploymeat of fir.
adapted an excellent basic cottage design to the

. the site and the function of the building as 3 1.

site

bece
The builder left his mark on the designes

woodwork and chests throughout that are exceptic:
The foundation after sixty years of use as the day they were cr
Az rhe rear

L

E (vater side) of the foundetion, the supporting wall encloses an area exceeding the ! HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:
s dimensions of thz house, which was designed and set upon the foundation in inis way ’ .
§ 'so as to form a courivard within the orlginal foundation. This provides an exatic Barret: Willoughby, writing Ia 193G, described th
N g outdoor cubicle, used fur sunbathing, drying fish or clothes, and for other purposes, beautiful modern homes ir Alaska -~ ar American b
3 .

in an outdoor, but private,setting.

aloof, yet friendly, %n a rocky little island abe:
connected with Goveznor's Walk by a long wooden ¢
Refereace to the sczlitery on this site dates back at least to 1814, in a description of bay betwein . . . . Sunshine seemed to concentr

of a structure where salmon were salted down and put into barrels or tierces (42 it spelled home, comfort, stability.

Builz of rov
g1llon containers), for storsge or shipment. Following the 1867 cransfer of control gray of its walls repeated the color of barnacled
of Alaska to the United States, the property was acquired by a group of local merchants, ’ lapping. The windaws and the doors were tcuched ¥

vho ceontinued to operate it for severzl vears.

The business declined and at some encircling garden gave glimpses of mossy spaces, ¥
peint late in the 19th Century, was abandoned.

clumps of alders in tassel, and vistas of blue, »*
and mountain ash. Florence (Mrs. ¥. C.) Mills rel
home had been built and given to her by Mr. Mills

The town's children were forbidden to go to the island, but, of course, went out
there at every opportunity.

¢ iy The ruins provided an attractive nuisance to the ! observed that the saltery foundation
- . town's youth, due te its intrinsicly interesting location and appearance — a »
formidable atandoned otructure on an island tantalizingly close by and visible ! . .ha: been deserted fgr years, and Ihdidn[‘
F from all along Sovernor's Walk, as well as from many other places in the town. . : to build it. So one might I came over here i

under the stars to get the feel of the place.
scmething sheltering about the great stone wa'l
itself, Ard something scothing fn the sourd 2
By morning I krew that I could build here a he
son, though he might wonder to the end of the
return to its shelter.

The Sitka merchants who operated the saltery for a few years following departure
of the Russians included DeGroff and Will Mills. Either Will Mills or his son,

W. P. Mills, wound up owning the island, and by 1310 had built a cabin on part of
the saltery foundation, and 2 narrow foot-bridge between che island and the shore.

The cabin was not the family's residence, but, apparently, a vacation house avay
from town, but close by.
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i the In 1915 W. P. Mills engaped a Seatile architect, Louis L. Mendal, to design a E shipe
2“2“ sed house for his famil''s residence, utilizing the foundation alreaiv in place, p - cazr
. ;quueek- recaining from the Russian saltery. The house was completed and the family hous
Te o moved in on August 16, 1916. The house itseif, above the massive foundaticn,is a | < che -
L 4 frame s.ructure, principally of spruce, fir and ocak. 3 care
it "Isiand ] 3 is 7.
X c-ﬁ“u; or Tre basement, where the walls for the old szltery are exposed, has a utiiicy roes, 3 qui. .
i1y ;;id of bath, bedroom, utilizy spaces, and large storage area. A door xn the bedroen, at 3
; to plan and the back (water) side of the building, opens out cnto a lower deck erd courtyard, Con,
(1is . . . formed froz the continuation of the foundation wails. This forms the exotic private but
oract feal 3 cubicic describud earlier. A: the fron: (northwes:z) wall of the basenment level, 3 i bui
cric coavenience, 3 there is @ heavy wooden door, ncw painted vermillica, hinged e open curward, which 3 h TG
-beater in remains, together with its uncusual hardware, frém the original Russian saltery. -
] The main living floor has an expansive living room, dining rooz, =usic rom. naid's
ge of a shif, L room and bath, erkaasp arca, paatry, and butler’s pantry. The view outward from
d the windows ? each room can be characterized zminimally as "superb”, enhanced by maximum functional 3
the ¥orthern fenestrarion, This main floer also includes another sitting voca which is a k-
', "frazed an traditional “sun porch™, practically walled in glass, but unhcated and used littie 4
spacious rooss duricg the deep winter months. q
seexed to . . 3 e
‘weniture, The next floor up from the main floor contains three bedroozs, a central bath, and b, Cl
g plants. 1 a small roem originally planned as a linen rooa, now used as a hobby-room. The f SN
arden and E top floor is a floored attic, with access through a trap-door reached by setting
1. There and climbing a ladder. :
in vrowed past
1 school of In 1958 the owner (Cushing, at that time) re=odeled the kitchen and bathrooms, leav-
ing the interior of the house otherwise intact, except for cne significant alteration.

) or 1930,
ncipal store,
v his father
lern in

by the

of 25 years,
r 19:‘ 1. The
y 1939, The
ren, moved

& partition wall was removed between the master bedroom and an adjoining sun perch,
to provide a more expansive room, and at the same time provide = handsome setting
for a chaise lounge in a large view window and space for {nstallation of an

excellent fireplace in the corner of the mister bedrooa, and another fireplace in
the living or drawing room un the main floor.

Througnout the interior the house is marked by woodwork recarkable for it quality,

in &very room, including built-in storage drawers in every nook and cranny,

apparent snd hidden, from the bascment to the attic, as if the builder was accustomed
to making use of the limited space on board ships. The craftszanship of the wood-
work and the enduring nature of the fabric of the building itself reflects the
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shipwright'sskiils, aquivalent to that found in the hozes of whalirg and clipper
captains i the old port towns of the New Envriand coast. The construction of the
house and the quality of the weodwork is attribucted to Tim Dezedoff, a local builder,
the qualizy of whose work=inship enhances other notuble buildings in Sitka. Another
catk of Demudoff's work is the qualizy and design of hardwire he ezploved, and it

fs possible that attribution of his work in Sitk: houses can be made bozh by the
quality ol his woodwork and o¥ the quality and design of the nardwire.
Copies of s~me of the architecr's origina) 1915 drawings

are stored in the house,
but reguire counscervation treitnent before thev

can be safely copied. iIn 1938 "as 3
buiiz" drawings were =zade of the house and the Cushing renovations. These also ]
reqQuize o r.servation treatment before reproduction.

4
This building wis designed from the inside out. 1t was desigred to fit the frame- F
work 2f the saitery foundation, then o tzke advantage of every degree of the full
circie of superb v:istas ~- the Russian Orthodox Cathedral 8307 feei away on the

iand side, and the fuil (ir.le of horizon elements, which include such picture
post cardscenes as The Sisters, Mouat Edgecumbe, the szall harbor isiands, and the
grezt Pa:ific Ocean itself. 7o take maximum advontage of the views outward,

is no grand frcat entranceway, but an attractive entranceway on the mair flocy
nestled into the west corner of the building, 1If there s a "grand eatranceway”,

it is the great door to the frozt (iand) side cf the basezen:z, the great vermillion 1
door from the Russian saltery. Testimony that this grand door is from the original
Russian saltery was passed dewn through the Mills family, and recorded by Barrett
Willoughby in 19303, when she described it as ". . . the quaintest dcor in the

North . . . . ser in the rcugh mascary of the wall . . . —a door of heavy, spikes,
studded pianks, gray and scurred with age. Massive wrought—iron hinges spanned it

top and bottom, and it had an iroa latch that invited the hand irresziseibly. . . .
the door ou the old Russian saltery. "

PR

there

In general outline, the building is 1 slightly oblonged cube crowned by a (northeast~
southwest running) high gabled roof, from which spring three off-center dorcers

with overhangs, one double-windowed aimost-centered dormer cn the water {southwest)
slope of the roof, and one three-windowed and one one-vindowed dormer on the land
(northwest) slope of the roof. Every line of the house appears designed to maintain
maxizum visibility outward from within the house, and to miintain maxium visibility
from every apprach toward but not into the house. The effort succeeds admirably.

i
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Louis L. Mendal, Archictect

SPECIFIC DATES Tin LDe=medoff, Builder

1915-1916 BUILDERFARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This ticuse is signiiicant for {ts architectural design and the quality of its
congtruc:1on, particularlv the emplicyment of fine wood craftszanship. The architect
adapted an excellent basic cottage design to the sice, preservierg the iantegrity of
the site and the function of the bullding as a residence, while incorporating inte
the building all the natural vistas from the site fur 360°, is de=ign s of such
distinction tha: it merged into the scene to becoze the most photagraphed house in
Sitka. The builder left his mark on the designer’'s conception by providing interior
wocdwork and chests throughcut that are exceprionally functioral, and as attractive
after sixty years of use as the day they were crafted.

HISTORTCAL NARRATIVE:

Barrett Willoughby, writing ia 1930, described this as ". . . ore of the most
beautiful modern homes ir Alaska — ar Arerican home. The placer she wrote, “stood
aloof, yet friendly, ra a rocky lirtle island about half the size of a city block. . .
connected with Governor's Walk by a long wooden causeway which spanned the stretch
of bay betwe:n , . . Sunshine seemed to concentrate on that house, Every line of
it spelled home, comfort, stability. Built of rough stone and wood, the weathered
gray of its walls repeated the color of barmacled rocks below, where the tide was
lappirg. The windows and the doors were touched with vermillion and black. The
encircling garden gave glimpses of mossy spaces, bowers of wild roses and ferns,
clueps of alders in tassel, and vistas of blue, hlue sea between trunks of cedars
and mountain ash. Florence (Mrs. W. C.) Mills related to Miss Willoughby tnat the
bhome had been built and given to her by Mr. Mills as a birthday present. She
observed that the saltery foundation

- - .had been deserted for years, and I didn't know whether or not 1 wanted
to build it. So ane night I came over here [in 1915?] all alcne and slept
under the stars to get the feel of the place. There was sozething benign,
scmething sheltering about the great stone wall; about the lirtle island
icself. And something soothing in the sourd of the water laving the racks.
By morning I knew that I could build here a home, 2nd such a bome that my

son, though he might wonder to the end of the earth, would always waat to
return to 1its shelter.
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The Mills® only child, Waldo, has related that the family had had a cabin on the
site for some years, with . nacrow foot bridge connecting it to shore. "We used
the cabin,” he said, "to 'ger away from it all,' we used to walk out here on week-

ends, carrying supplies. . .".

*arnd sc", recorded Miss Wilioughby, 'she erected her house, and called it *Island
Home'." The architec:z, Louis L. Mendal, is “elieved to have designed 2 cazpus or
buildings for the University of Washington at Seattle. The Mills' fagmily maid of

pany vears, Sophie Thomsen, recalled that the house, ". . . tock a vear to plan and

a year to build." "Like a poet," observed Miss Willoughby, Fleorence Miils ". . .

has buiit, making Nature & part of her hoze, bur she has also, like a practical .
tousewife, spared no expense to ecuip her house with every modern electric vcirvenience,
frem heat that responds to the pressure ¢f a button to an electric egg-beater in

« + . looking out across the bay to the mountains.” Mrs. Mills had had the windows
.placed so that she ". . . might lie in bed on winter nights and watch the ¥nrthern
‘Lights nlaying above the peaks." "Every window, wrote Miss Willoughby, "framed an
incomparable vista of mountains, sea, or quaint Sitka street. 1In the spaciocus rooms
yellow sunlight, shimmer of water, the clean spirit of Alaska itself, seezed to
swell harmoniously wirh the soft tones of old rugs, Russian mahogany furniture,
cushions, books, and paintings. The sun-room was filled with flowering plants.

From it a walk under a trellised tunnel of homevsuckle led to a rock garden and

a grove of slim aspen trees stirring against the blue of the bay below. There

were songs of wild birds, the metallic click of oarlocks as a fisherman rowed past

v
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In 1915 W. P, M:i1;
house for his fa=,
recalniag from the
coved in on Auguss
trace siresivre, or

The basezmert, wher,
bath, dedreom, us,)
the back (water) s
tormed frea the -o
cubicle described

there is a heavy w

g renainsg, together o
3 her tiled, spstless kitchen.” ) 3 .3
' . v - The main liviag f.
\3 ‘:In the zaster bedroom,” the writer observed, one stood as on the bridge of a shifp, ; reoz and bath, b

each rvom can be

fenestrarion. Th.
traditional "sun |
during the deep w.

The next floor up :
a szall room origi-
tot floor is a floe
and climbing a ludd

/ our %ine of vision, and the faint skreiehing of gulls circling above a school of 3 In 1958 che ownar Sf
herring far out among the islands.” 3 ing he 1nteri2; v
- A partition wall was
Miss Willoughby took tea with Mr. and Mrs. Mills at their home in 1929 or 1930. 3 to provide a more ex.
She obseirved that Mr. Mills at that time cwned". . . the bank, the principal store, 4 for ? chai:e loznge
the sawaillt in fact more than half of Sitka, having inherited it from his father é, exce,le?t ire: ic?—k
who bought it soon after the transfer . . . His department store, modern in ; the Ilving or drawics
;very aother detail, occupies one of the immense log buildings erected by the - Througheut the interq
ussians ., . . , . : ¢
T in every roonm, incluc
. i n idden
T:e H;lls residence_at,"}sland Home"™ ended 4 months and 12 days short of 25 years, 4 :gp:::i: a::ehof :h;
zh:n T. ?nd Mrs. Willfam Charteris tock up resident there on April 4, 1941. The ’ —work »égche enduring
rteris’ sold to Mr. and Mrs. John Cushinz, who moved in January 29, 1949. The “ars an -
present owners, Dr. and Mrs. George Lo -gt ¢
f0 on June 30,1971, 2 ngenbocgh, and their four children, moved E
a 3
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